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The Aloe Ferox:  

òTo me the aloe, a true endemic of Africa and its islands, reflects South Africa more 

than any other plant. Its succulent nature reflects the dry climate, its thorns and bitter 

antibiotic sap speak of past struggles with herbivores and diseases, and its bright ra-

cemes of nectar-filled flowers speak of its urge to attract the attentions of sunbird polli-

natorsó (Van Jaarsveld, 1996: 57).  
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Aloe X:  

With gaze as piercing as the cold winter night. 

Roots entangled, weaving in and out forming a 

network of veins, verging between flesh and 

structure.  

Creaking and squeaking as wood grinds against 

wood, the being turns toward me.  

Its face masked with thorny leaves showing only 

eyes as deep as chasms, telling the tale of eons 

of hardship and survival, eager to lure anything 

that dares meet it into a trance.  

It speaks.  

I brace myself in horrified anticipation, for the 

sound of grinding tectonic plates, the crashing 

of deep -sea waves or the rolling of thunder  

I am mistaken.  

A voice as sweet as the late afternoon summer 

breeze after a hard dayõs work fills my ears. 

òDo not be afraid, I am Aloe Xó. 
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