
DIE ONTWIKKELING VAN DIE MUSEUMWESE
(D ie tw eede van ’n reeks vroee-oggend radiopraatjies deur Hannes Oberholzer wat gedurende Desember 1974 uitgesaai is)

O ne o f  th e  natural h istory  displays in th e  British M useum , a b o u t 1800.

"A  legacy o f  Sir Hans S loane becam e th e  nucleus o f  th e  British M useum , and  w ith  the  add ition  o f  
th e  library o f  George I I  it was p laced  in M ontague H ouse in  the  B lo o m sb u ry  sec tion  o f  London . 
L ater o th er fa m o u s libraries were added  to it. The in itia l display m ay seem  o d d  by  to d a y ’s 
standards. In  th e  entrance hall was a s ta tue o f  Shakespeare, strange ornam en ts fr o m  a H indu  
tem p le , and th e  huge sk e le to n  o f  a h ippopo tam us.

"A lth o u g h  th e  doors were o p ened  to th e  p u b lic  in 1759, the  m useum  was n o t  im m ed ia te ly  as 
accessible as m igh t have been expec ted . A  G uide B o o k  to  the  General C on ten ts o f  the  British  
M useum  (pub lished  in 1761) n o te s , . 'f i f te e n  persons are a llow ed  to  view  it  in  one  Com pany, the  
Tim e a llo tted  is tw o  H ours; and w h en  any n u m b er n o t exceed ing  f i f te e n  are inclined  to  see it, th ey  
m ust send  a list o f  the ir Christian and  S im am es, additions, and places o f  abode, to  th e  P o rter’s 
Lodge, in order to ensure their being en tered  in th e  B o o k ;  in a fe w  days the  respective T icke ts  will 
be m ade out, specify in g  th e  D ay and H our in w h ich  th ey  are to  com e, w hich, on  being se n t fo r, are 
delivered. I f  by any acciden t som e o f  th e  parties are p reven ted  fr o m  com ing, it  is proper th ey  send  
their T ickets back to the  Lodge, as n o b o d y  can be a d m itte d  w ith  it  b u t them selves. I t is to  be 
rem arked  th a t th e  fe w e r  N am es there are in a list, th e  sooner th ey  are like ly  to be a d m itte d  to  see 
i t ’. ”

(Quoted from Treasure K eepers  by John F. Mills, Jupiter, London, 1973)

DIT was eers in die 16de en 17de eeu dat daar 
’n nuwe riglyn in die versamelings en patroon  
van die ontwikkeling van museums gekom het. 
Dit was naamlik die opbou van wetenskaplike 
versamelings, dit wil se versamelings van gewone  
en buitengew one, interessante en eksotiese na- 
tuurlike voorwerpe, asook mensgemaakte werk­
tuie en instrumente. Tot hierdie versameling is 
ruim bygedra deur reisigers, filosow e en weten- 
skaplikes wat alhoem eer begin belangstel het in 
die wereld daarbuite.

Nou verskuif die belangstelling ook  van die 
ekonom iese en magiese tot voorwerpe wat die 
werklike natuur en die menslike gedagtegang en 
vindingrykheid uitbeeld. So word musiekinstru- 
mente, fossiele, harnasse, eierdoppe en skulpe 
nie meer versamel omrede hul sogenaamde 
toorkrag nie, maar as bewys van die interessante 
wereld daarbuite.

In 1572 word die Vereniging van Antikware ge- 
stig met die doel: “ to separate falsehood from  
truth and tradition from evidence” .

Baie van die versamelings wat aldus opgebou is, 
het gelei tot die ontstaan van beroemde mu­
seums. So het die versameling van John Trade- 
scant, die 17de eeuse reisiger en botanis, die 
kern gevorm van die Ashm oleaanse Museum  
wat in 1683 geopen is in Oxford.

Toe die reuseversameling natuurhistoriese voor­
werpe, w etenskaplike instrumente en argeolo- 
giese en etnologiese voorwerpe van Sir Hans 
Sloane in 1753, soos in sy testament bepaal, vir 
die reusebedrag van £20  000 (R40 000) te koop  
aangebied is aan die Britse Koning, die Parle- 
ment o f die koninkiike Akademies van Peters­
burg, Berlyn, Parys o f  Madrid, was daar nie 
soveel geld in die Britse staatskas nie.

Die tesourie was egter vasberade om hierdie 
versameling in Engeland te hou en het ’n 
openbare lotery uitgeskryf om  die geld te vind. 
£95 000 (R 190 00 0 ) is langs hierdie weg ingesa- 
mel, Sir Hans se versameling is aangekoop om  
die kem  te vorm van die nou beroemde Britse 
Museum, en met die geld wat oorgebly het, is ’n 
gebou aangekoop om  die versameling te huisves. 
Die Britse Museum is in 1759 oopgestel — o f  
liewer, gedeeltelik oopgestel. Toegang is slegs 
verleen aan groepe van nie meer as vyftien  
persone wat vooraf aansoek moes doen, tw ee

The First R aadzaal and east w ing as it  is today. 
D rawing by Cecilia B leeden.

tot drie w eke wag en dan op 'n Maandag, 
Dinsdag, Woensdag, o f Donderdagoggend tussen 
11 en 12 by die m useum kantoor aanmeld. A1 
die voornemende besoekers se persoonlike do- 
kumente is noukeurig nagegaan waarna hulle 
geplaas is in een van die agt groepe wat daagliks 
deur die Museum gemarsjeer is. Marsjeer was dit 
werklik, want niemand mog vassteek om  van 
naderby na iets te kyk nie. Almal moes op ’n 
vinnige pas deurstap en soveel m oontlik probeer

raaksien van die duisende uitgepakte voorwerpe 
wat feitlik almal ook  nog sonder etikette was!

In Spanje, in 1820, kon lede van die publiek die 
koninkiike versameling besigtig op Woensdae en 
Saterdae “behalwe as dit reen", terwyl in Wene, 
in 1792, die koninkiike versameling weer op  
Maandae, Woensdae en Vrydae oopgestel is vir 
besigtiging “deur enigiemand met skoon skoe- 
ne” !

Recently the historic First Raadzaal in St. 
G eorge’s Street, B loem fontein , in which the 
National Museum was established in 1877, was 
handed back to the M useum, to becom e an 
extension o f  its historical department. This 
building, the oldest in tow n and a declared 
National M onument was acquired from the 
State.
The Raadzaal was built by Major Henry Warden 
in 1849. It was originally us'ed as a school 
building as well as for the regular sessions o f the 
Legislative Council o f  the Orange River S o ­
vereignty (1 8 4 9 —1852). It was also used as a 
church (1 8 4 9 —1852) and for the sessions o f the 
Volksraad (1 8 5 4 —1856). In this building Josias 
Hoffman (1854) and Jacobus Boshof (1855) 
were inaugurated as Presidents o f the Free State 
Republic and Andrew Murray was inducted as 
minister by his father.
From 1877 to 1915 it accom m odated the 
National Museum. Two wings were added to 
the thatch-roof building for museum purposes 
in 1885 and 1891. The older one was dem o­
lished a few years ago.
A series o f  displays depicting great historical 
m om ents in the history o f  this building are to 
be constructed in the existing east wing. It is 
intended that these displays will be opened to 
the public on  the centenary o f  the National 
Museum on 20 July 1977.

FIRST RAADZAAL TO BECOME MUSEUM AGAIN




