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Figure 1: The scarred landscape and explorations of new architectural interventions as a poetic layer over the site (author, 2022) 
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1. ABSTRACT

Thestoryof Nababeepbeginsas a tale of dissolution. Overthe yearsthe

landscapehave been broken up into fragments by mining activity.

Confrontedby its wounds, the dissertationwill investigateways of

extractingbeautyfrom the scarred. By lookingat the art of engravingfor

inspiration,the dissertationwill furtherinvestigatehowthe scarsof the site

canbe re-interpretedaspossibilitiesof capturingstories.

The site suffersfrom past trauma. In order to heal the landscape,it is

believedthat designcanonly emergefrom the greatdepthof its painful,

privateand collectiveexperiences. Thedisserationlooksat wayshow the

ongoingtracesandscarsof the derelictsite cancontributeactivelyto the

narrativeof thesite.

In trying to understandthe site, the three conceptsexploreways of

exposing the richness of the site, understandingits fragmentsand

interrogatingits remainingwitnesses. Explorationsarealsodonein finding

waysof healingits woundsandstitchingtogethera newidentityfromthe

scabsof the site. Takinga closerlook at the site and its trauma,and

uncoveringallof its layers,newvoicescanstartto emerge- a palimpsestof

storiesof place. It is ultimatelythe embeddedlayersof placethat allows

thestoryof placeto revealitself.

The devastatingimprints of mining will forever shape the town of

Nababeep, it is importantto forma newrelationshipbetweenthe mine,its

scarsandthepeople.

1



CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Site and Location

1.2 Theoretical Stance: Redeeming Leftover Space

1.3 Client & Brief

1.4 Finding an Appropriate Client

1.5 Aims & Structure

1.6 Conclusion

Research Question

2



3

Figure 2: The town sits between the giant granite outcrops (google.images, 2022: online) 

1.1 Site and Location

The dissertation investigates at the copper wonder of

Namaqualand,specificallyaroundthe town of Nababeep, an old

copper mining town. Due to the discoveryof copper a mine

germinatedwhichled to the foundingof this townandthe influxof

miners. However,when the mine closedin 2004, the peopleof

Nababeepwereleft to fend for themselvesand venturedto other

parts of the area to find work. The town is now a sad, leftover

spacewithanunemploymentrateof 75%.

The town of Nababeepis nestledbetweengiant age-old granite

outcrops. Themineis locatedon theslopeof a mountainand

overlooksthe town. Locatedin the Kamiesberge, the areaconsists

of arid landscapeswith uniquevegetationadjustedto the climatic

constraints. Nababeepis locatedin a semi-desert area with big

open skies and harsh light. There are howeverseveralgranite

outcropssurroundingthe town and the landscapeis therefore

classifiedas complex- a mixturebetweencosmicand classical

(Norberg-Schulz1980).
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Figure 3: The vulnerable landscape of Nababeepstill reeling from the impacts of 

environmental devastation (google.images, 2022: online) 

1.2 Theoretical Stance: Redeeming Leftover Space

One of the main problemsidentifiedfrom the site was the

environmentaldevastationcausedby the miningindustry. Over

the years, industrialaction carvedaway the landscapein an

attempt to extract its treasures. After many years of lying

dormant,the woundsof the landscapeare now exposed,and

the residentsareconfrontedby themdaily.

Anotherproblemencounteredwas that the identityof the town

seemsto be lost. Foryearsthe storyof placewasdominatedby

the mineandall of its glories. Sincethe mineclosed,thestoryof

Nababeephas becomelost in betweendecades. The place-

identityis definedby fragmentation,it is a taleof dissolution.

Thenarrativeof Nababeepis wovenin conflictandis in desperate

needof intervention. It hasa storyto tell,but untilnow it seemsto

be lost.

The dissertationis ultimatelyabout re-invigoratingthe town and

healingits scarsto tell the story of place. It also toucheson the

vulnerabilityof the landscapeand its peopleand how both have

beendamagedby the miningactivitiesbut alsoagainthroughthe

closureof the mine. An identityof placeneedsto be re-scripted.

Lookingat what it oncewas,the dissertationwill explorewhat it

now needsto become. By focusingon the reclamationof leftover

space,and the redemptionof wastelands,an attemptis madeto

healthem,andexplorehowto breathenewlife into thetown.



1.3 Client and Brief

The ultimate users and beneficiariesof this project is the

community of Nababeep to whom the copper fields of

Namaqualandhavebelongedto for centuries. Thepeopleof this

areaareuniqueand havetheir own waysandrituals. In tryingto

re-scripttheir stories,it is importantto first understandtheir daily

livesandtheiruniquerituals. A sensitiveandappropriateapproach

is neededwhen consideringthe needsof the town. The slow-

livinglifestyleof thepeopleaswellas theatmosphereof theplace

needsto bethekeyto thedesignapproach.

Theideais to reinvigoratethe townandto upliftthe communityto

breakthe cycleof poverty. Thisprocessof revitalisationwill begin

with stimulatingdifferentparts of the town. Thesenodeswithin

the town act as catalystsand aim to inspirenew approachesof

reclaimingpartsof the leftoverspace.

The main focus of the project is a JewelleryManufacturingand

DesignCentrewherepeopleof thecommunityaregiventhe

5

Figure 4: The intriguing landscape of Nababeep(author, 2022).

opportunity to work along each other and make a living for

themselves. Throughutilizingcopperfromthe mineandgemstones

found in the area,the communitycan transformthese treasures

into jewellerywith a story to tell. Theopportunityexiststo export

thesejewellerypiecesto otherpartsof the country,spreadingthe

story of this unique town in the Namaquacopper fields. The

JewelleryManufacturingandDesignCentrewill act as a catalyston

the peripheryof the town- a point of urbanacupuncturewhichwill

hopefullyset in motion a seriesof new opportunitieswithin the

town.

In searchof an appropriateclient for the design,ImfundisoSkills

Development was identified. It is a project focused on the

upliftment of impoverishedyouth. With many training projects

aroundthe countryfocusingon jewellerymaking,Imfundisocan

providefundingandtrainingprogrammesfor theproposeddesign.



1.4 Finding an Appropriate Client

Themaingoalof the proposeddesignis to servethepeopleof Nababeepandto takea stepin

the waragainstpoverty. ImfundisoSkillsDevelopment(ISD) is a non-governmentorganization

that providesskills developmentprograms,specificallyin the field of jewellerydesignand

manufacturing,to the historicallydisadvantagedand unemployedyouth of South Africa.

Imfundisoencouragesand promotesthe abundantcreativepotentialof the youthby teaching

jewellerydesignskills. This links with the countryèsmost importantexport goods of gold,

platinumand diamonds. The wordçImfundisoèmeansçtoteachè. ISD considersthe idea of

teachingas a wayof empoweringsomeoneto taketheir futureinto theirown hands(OèReilly,

2010: online). ISDfirst beganas a smalljewellery-makingprojecton rentedspaceat the De

BeersCullinanminesin Gautengand hassincegrowninto a jewelleryschoolempirefor Isaac

Nkwe, founderof ISD(OèReilly,2010: online). In partnershipwith De Beers,the Departmentof

Mineralsand Energyand the TshwaneUniversityof Technology,the Imfundisoprojectwas

founded,and continuedto grow at the mine in Cullinan(OèReilly,2010: online). In his own

words,Nkweexplainsthevisionof the projectasfollows:

åThereèsan influxof peoplefromruralareascomingto the mineseveryyear,so the initialidea

wasto train the childrenof the mineworkersso that they couldhavea future,Todaywe have
expandedto schoolsin Gautengand Limpopoand KwaZulu-Natalteachingjust aboutanyone

whowantto learnaboutjewellerymakingæ(OèReilly,2010: online).

ISDis in chargeof four trainingprojectsat differentareasin the country,namelyat the Cullinan

DiamondMine in Gauteng,SekhukhuneEducationMulti PurposeCentrein Limpopo,South

West GautengCollegeèsGeorgetabor Campusin Soweto,and lastly at the Thabamoopo

EducationMultiPurposeCentrealsoin Soweto(OèReilly,2010: online). Thecurriculumthat is

taught consists of theoretical and practical skills, as well as marketing skills and

entrepreneurshipand the programmeis taught over a periodof two years(OèReilly,2010:

online). Imfundisoèstraining allows students to incorporateindigenousjewellery making

techniquesinto more contemporarystyles. Theirgoal, accordingto Nkwe, is to makeSouth

Africaa jewellery-makinghubbecauseSouthAfricais a countryabundantin resourcesandthere

existsan opportunityto export jewllery. Nkwe furtherexplainsthat åby encouragingyoung
jewellersto takepartin theeconomicmainstreamof thecountry,theycanalsocontributeto the
localeconomicdevelopmentthroughcommunitytourismæ(OèReilly,2010: online).

6
Figure 5: The  ImfundisoSkills Develomentfoundation (OèReilly, 2010: online).
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1.4 Aims& Structure

Approachingthe dissertation,an in-depth readingof the site is

required,becausethe site essentiallybecomesthe main focusof

the project. Thesub-themesof the researchwill thereforefocuson

exploringthe richnessof thesite.

(1) Theartof engraving:

Thetouchstoneenablesthe ideaof lookingat the siteasa deeply

scratchedcopperplate with storiesto tell. The touchstoneis an

allegoricalmodelof the site wherethe damageat Nababeephas

beencausedby deepscratchesmadeto the surface,scarringthe

site so severelythat there is no going back. Parallelsare drawn

betweenthe deeplyscratchedminingsite anda scratchedcopper

engravingplate.

(2) Documentingthedifferentlayersof thesite

Nababeep, like many other mining towns, is filled with much

richnessandhistory. Thissub-themeinvestigatesthe richstrataof

placeby delvinginto its historicore,anddocumentingits different

contexts,architecturalnarratives,past echoesand ghosts that

haveinfluencedthesiteandmadeit whatit is today.

(3) Interrogatingtheremainingwitnessesonsite

Whenone approachesthe town and all of its remnants,it seems

overwhelming. In an attemptto makesenseof the landscape,this

sub-themewill first focuson understandingthe characterson site

and what eachof them has to offer,beforedecidingon how to

redeemandcapturethestoryof theplace.

(4) RedeemingWastelands

Bylookingat the ideaof leftoverspaceor No-ManèsLand(Woods,

1996: online),this sub-themewill investigatewaysof redeeming

wastelandsandrescriptingthe identityof the town.

(5) Healing

By further lookingat the scarredand fragmentedsite, this sub-

themewill investigatehowpartsof the siteandcommunitycanbe

healedto form a new relationshipbetweenplaceand narratives,

andplaceandarchitecture. By investigatingthe ideaof the patina

layer that forms over copper that becomesa protectivelayer,

inspirationcanbedrawnwith regardsto healingthesite.

Limitations

Becausethe site for the proposeddesign is filled with such

richness,it may be impossibleto documentall of its layersand

history. Throughchoosinga few layersto work with, the study

becamemorefocused. Anotherwaywill alsobe to focuson justa

few charactersof the site and exploringthem as minerswould

focuson a specificseamor stratato excavate.

Relevance& Benefits

Uponarrivalat the site,onecannotimmediatelyfind a solutionfor

the apparentproblemsor immediatelyintervene. Thestoryof the

placefirst needsto be capturedbeforetrying to re-script a new

place-identity. In tryingto understandthe site,all of its layersand

influencesmust first be investigatedand documented. The

researchwill mainly be focusedon making sense of the site,

capturingits differentnarrativesandits scars. Onlythencana new

storyemerge,wovenin conflict.



8Figure 6: Engravings on the derelict site (author, 2022) 

1.5 Conclusion

The dissertationwill specificallyattempt to stitch togethera new

place-identity in order to form new connectionsbetween the

people of Nababeep and the past trauma. New design

interventionswill needto lookat the pastoccupanciesof the site,

not removingthe scarsbut extractingthe beautyfrom it. To make

senseof the damagedlandscape,the differentlayersembedded

withinthe site will needto be uncoveredandrevealed. Theart of

engraving forms the golden thread throughout the project,

inspiringnew responsesof engagementwith the derelictsite. The

themeof theprojectis capturedin the researchquestion:

HOW CAN THE ART OF ENGRAVING INSPIRE 

NEW APPROACHES OF ENGAGING WITH A 

DERELICT SITE, TO ULTIMATELY STITCH 

TOGETHER A NEW PLACE-IDENTITY ANCHORED 

IN THE LESSONS OF THE PAST?
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2.1 Introduction

The word çpalimpsestèis derived from the Greek word

Epalimpsestos, meaningçscrapedagainè,In the book Landscape

Archeology, writtenby M. Astonand T. Rowley,theçlandscapeèis

describedas a palimpseståon to whicheachgenerationinscribes

its own impressionsand removessome of the marksof earlier
geneartionsæ(Aston& RowleycitedbyPorter,2004: 105).

The landscapeof Nababeepcan be seen as a palimpsest,a

layeringof differentcontexts,architecturalnarratives,past echoes,

glories,scandalsandghostsof the site. Thischaptertriesto make

senseof the palimpsestuousnatureof place,a term introducedby

JasonPhillipsin his articlePalimpsestuousBehaviour: Democracy,

Resistance,Downtowns,andSkateboardsor, Howto ReadCulture

(Phillips,2022: online).Therichnessof the proposeddesignliesin

the differentembeddedlayersof the town of Nababeep. Through

documentingthe differentinfluencesof the site, the designercan

formulatedifferentresponsesto eachlayer. Thischapteris a deep

readinginto the townof Nababeep, its historyandall of the stories

associatedwith it.

10

Figure 7: A collage of photos take at the Nababeepmine (OèKiepCountry Hotel archive, 2021).

2.2 UnderstandingPlace: The CopperWonderof

Namaqualand

WhileNamaqualandis mostlyknownfor its flowerseason,thereare

manymorehiddengemsin thearea. Namaqualandis a vast,barren

areain theNorthernCapeof not morethan120 000 souls,a place

that getsa totalof 50mmof rainperyear. Althoughtheareaseems

secluded and hidden away, copper was already discovered

centuriesago. Upona meetingbetweenthe localNamapeopleand

Dutchexplorers,the localNamaèswereseenwith copperbandson

theirarmsandankles,andthispromptedthe firstexpeditionsto the

area in 1685 led by Simon van der Stel. Whenthe first mine

openedin 1852, life wasbreathedinto the areaand peoplefrom

far andwidegatheredwith theirwivesandchildrento settlein the

newlybuilt miningtownssuchas ConcordiaandOèKiep. Labourers

includedBritishworkers,localNamaquapeople,the KhoiKhoi, and

peopleof Damara,Namibia. A contemporarytravellerdescribedthe

copperwonderas follows: åthereis a perpetualclatterwhich,to a

stranger,is very disturbingbut which is not noticed by those
resident,unlessthere is a stoppage,when everyonelooks up to

seewhatis thematteræ(Fleminger, n.d.: online).
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Figure 8: The history of the copper fields of Namaqualand (google.imagesadapted by author, 

2022: online) 

During Simon van der Stelèsexpedition to

Namaqualand in 1685, he completed several

illustrationsdocumentingthe Namaqualandscape.

This illustrationshowsthe variouscoppermountains

in the area,with the BlueMountainof Springbokon

theright.

Residuesof copper were

found in many of the

granite outcrops in the

area.

Simonvan der Stel receivinga party of

Khoi San who is presentinghim with

copper ore samplesfrom the åCopper

Mountainæ.

Thefirst copperminein SouthAfrica

was openedin 1852 by Europeans.

TheOèKiepminein the Namaqualand

was once rankedthe richestcopper

minein theworld.
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Figure 9: Surrounding towns in Namaqualand (google.imagesadapted 

by author, 2022: online) 

NamaquaCopperFields
Thediscoveryof copperandothermineralsin the Namaquaregionleadto

a copperboombetween1854 to 2004. Withthearrivalof manyEuropean

labourers,townssuchas Concordia,OèKiepand Nababeepwereformed.

Althoughtheywereminingtowns,it wasgloriousdays.

2.3 Surrounding Towns

The Diamond Coast
Copper is not the only mining industry in

Namaqualand. Alongthe remoteand wild coastline

that stretches to the border of Namibia,alluvial

diamondswerediscoveredin 1925 (Marais,2017:

online). AlexanderBay,which sits at the mouth of

the OrangeRiver,has somethingof an illustrious

history- it wasin the thickof theçdiamondrushèthat

grippedthis part of the country,The Namas, Khoi

San and Strandloperswho walked its shores

centuriesago used to pick up diamondsglintingin

the sands and gave them to their children as

presentsto playwith (Marais,2017: online). Today,

the people of AlexanderBay, Port Nolloth and

Kleinzeestill trawlthe seasin searchof diamonds. It

is an unforgivingtaskin this barrenlandscape. There

is an old Namaqualandphilosophythat reads: çGod

didnètgiveusrain- Hegaveusdiamondsè.

HondeklipBay is a town that time forgot. Oncean

important harbour from where copper ore was

transportedto Europe,old copper tracks are still

visibleat the jetty,nowfalleninto disrepair.

ALEXANDER

BAY
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Figure 12: The church of OèKiep, a 

surrounding town (author, 2022).

In the neighbouring copper

mining town, OèKiep. many

residuesof an old mining era

can be found scattered

throughout.

Figure 10: Mine relics (author, 2022).. 

Another relic from the bygone

miningareastandsabandonedat

theOèKiepmine.

Mine dumps at OèKiep. Dark

greenore glisteningin the sun-

one of the few remaindersof a

once flourishingmine which is

nowcloseddown.

The beautiful and well-kept

church in the arid and harsh

landscapeof OèKiepspeaksof

the type of lifestylethe people

herelead.

Figure 13: Copper ore glistening in the sun 

(author, 2022).. 

Figure 11: Mine relics (author, 2022).. 

SURROUNDING TOWNS:  THE SMALL MINING TOWN OF OèKIEP
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Figure 17: The old HondeklipBay harbour 

(author, 2022).

Figure 14: The monotonous arid 

landscape (author, 2022).. 

Port Nolloth, or Aukwatowa

meaningçwherethe watertook

away the old manè,is a small

coastal town where alluvial

diamondswerefound,Diamond

diversstilltrawltheseas.

A resident of Port Nolloth

standingon hisporchandlooking

out onto the various diamond

boatsfloatingat sea.

Remnantsof the old harbourat

HondeklipBay from wherethe

copperore was transportedto

Europe.

Figure 16: The houses of Port Nolloth

(author, 2022).. 

Figure 15: Diamond boats at Port Nolloth

(author, 2022).. 

Leavingthe smallcoppermining

towns and driving towards the

coast, the landscapebecomes

more monotonous with less

vegetation, the towering

Kamiesbergestill visible in the

distant.

SURROUNDING TOWNS:  PORT NOLLOTH & HONDEKLIP BAY



2.4 Documenting the Layers of Place

2.4.1 Vegetation

Namaqualandis hometo manyuniqueplant species. The areais

most famousfor its flowerseasonwhere,after thewinterèsrains,

wildflowersbloomin a spectacularfashionoverhundredsof square

kilometres. About4000 plant speciesgrow in this areaand there

are more than 1000 typesof flowersthat do not grow anywhere

elsein theworld(Rundel, 2013: 487).

Takinga closerlookat the giantgraniteoutcrops,a uniquediversity

of plant life makes itself known. Thesebright colouredshrubs,

adjustedto the dry climate,bringthe mountainsto life. Fiftyseven

endemicplant speciesare known to the Kamiesberg(Rundel,

2013: 490). The plant life can be categorisedinto three main

vegetationtypes,namelya dry form of MountainFynboson the

upper slopes, Renosterveldfound on the plateau,and Upland

SucculentKarooon the lower hills. Whatmakesthe plant life so

uniqueis the waytheyareadjustedto retainmoistureto withstand

thedryseasonsof theyear(Rundel, 2013: 490).

ConservationEffort: NamaqualandRestorationInitiative- Bringing

Mining,Biodiversity,andLocalCommunitiesTogether

Miningis oneof the biggestthreatsfor the longtermsustainability

of the unique and sensitive ecosystem of Namaqualand.

Namaqualandfallswithinthe SucculentKaroo,whichis part of the

worldès34 biodiversityhotspots,definedby Rundel(2013:490) as

åareashighlightedbecauseof the richnessof theirbiodiversity,the
uniquenessof the plantlife andthe threatitfacesæ. Between2005

and 2008, the NamaqualandRestorationInitiative(NRI) hasbeen

activelyinvolvedin restoringareasdamagedby mining (Rundel,

2013: 490).

The NRIèsgoal was to create a joint opportunityto promote

employmentand restorethe environmentat the sametime. The

problemwith somebasicrehabilitationeffortsdoneby mines,was

that it involvedmerelyshovingbackthe earththat hasbeenmined,

åirrespectiveof the indigenousperennialscrucial for ecological

recoverywhich stand little chanceof re-establishingthemselves
withoutassistanceæ(Rundel, 2013: 490).
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Figure 18: The granite outcrops are brought to life by colourful shrubs (author, 2022).
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Figure 6: The town sits between the giant granite outcrops (google.images, 2022: online) 

Figure 19: The different indigenous plant life found on the slopes of the granite 

hills(author, 2022).

Shrubs
Different shrubs, a dry form of Mountain Fynbos, are found 

on the slopes of the mountains and grows through the year.

çBotterbomeè
Also known as a Butter Tree, grows 

on rocky slopes in sheltered ravines 

or valleys but also in sandy loam wit 

quartz along the coast.

Quiver Tree
The Quiver Tree stores water in its trunk and 

only needs about a cup of water per month.

Lithops
Also called çliving stonesè grow low to the ground 

and have a stone-like appearance..



Figure 20-23: The granite outcrops are brought to life by colourful shrubs (author, 2022).
17

Once a year the ruggednessof the age-old

mountains are flooded with bright and

colourfulflowers. Thisfleetingcolourexplosion

makesfor quitea spectaclewith thousandsof

touristsrushingto the area. Namaqualandis a

uniqueplace,its hardrockmountainsseemto

hide awaysecretsof the past. Everyyearthe

Namaqua Daisies amazes thousands of

people, and never ceasesto attract people

fromalloverthecountry,
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Figure 24: Nama huts in the area (author, 2022).

Figure 26: Another example of Cornish architecture- Concordia church (author, 2022).Figure 25: Example of Cornish architecture in the area- the Cornish pumphouse is 

one of the few reminders of a bygone mining era(author, 2022).

2.4.2 Vernacular of the Region

Namaqualandis home to the Namapeopleand the well-known

Namahuts are scatteredthroughoutthe region. Thesehuts have

becometouristattractions.

Theinfluenceof Europeanlabourerscanalsobe seenin the area.

AsspecialisedCornishminersandtheir familiesmovedto the area,

other miningapparatuswas importedfrom Cornwall(Fleminger,

n.d.: online). Someof thesederelictand abandonedrelicscanbe

seenin the area. Cornisharchitecturecanalsobe seenin manyof

the miningtowns, like the churchin Concordia. The blue-painted

roof of the churchremindsone of the patina-coveredcopperroofs

of catholicchurchesin Europe.

Thetypologyof residentialarchitecturein the areaalsoconsistsof

typicalminehouses. As manyof the mineshaveclosed,someof

thesestructureshavebeenrepurposedas shopsor convertedinto

guesthouses.



19

Figure 27: The stark contrasts between the different seasons 

(author, 2022).

2.4.3 Story of Place

Nababeepis oneof the townspreviouslyunderthe administrationofOèKiepCopperCompany. Thelastactiveminingstoppedin 2004 and

themineshutdown. Sincethen,manyresidentshavelivedtheirdailylivesin searchof smalljobsandwhentheyhaveenoughmoneyor the

rainsaregood,localsreturnto theirfarms.

Thereis a certainsenseof vulnerabilityand fragilityabout the

town and its surroundingslopes. Despitebeingscarredseverely

by yearsof miningactivity,the dryandaridlandscapemanagesto

transformitself into an explosionof colourwhen the September

rains come. When the flowers arrive, all guesthouses,farm

cottagesand hotels are occupiedby people from all over the

country, marvellingat the fleeting flower wonder of such a

forgottenplace. However,the beautydoesnètlast longandwhen

the landscapereturnsto its oldself,the touristsfadeawayandthe

strugglecontinuesto findvariouswaysof makinga living.



Figure 29-31: Photo series of the old Nababeep

exhibited in the OèKiepCountry Hotel (author, 2022).
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Figure 28: The blue copper mountains of Namaqualand (author, 2022).

FROM ABOVE:

- Mine shafts at 

Nababeep

- A rock crushing 

plant

- Women and 

children sorting 

copper rocks

The town of Nababeepbecamean importantcentrepoint of the

regionand peoplefrom all racesand originslivedtogetherin the

town.

Knownas the bluecoppermountainsof Namaqualand,the age-

old mountainsof Nababeepcontainscopperoxidewhich has

beenextractedsince1852. TheOèKiepCopperCompanymine

has flourishedover the years,attractingmanyworkersto the

small copper mining town. Copperore was also transported

fromNababeepwitha steamtrainto HondeklipBay,fromwhere

it was shippedto Europe. Nababeepalso had its own smelter

wherecopperorewassmeltedto producepurecopperplates.

Copperwasextractedthroughdeepshaftmining. Whilethe men

of the town workedin the mineor at the smelter,the women

were employedto sort through copper ore rocks. Copper

becamea lifelinein thearea.
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Figure 32 (left): Nama Copper Resources are busy reworking old mine heaps. n the 

background visual reminders of the old mine still dominates over the town. Old reminders of 

the mine are still scattered throughout the town (author, 2022).. 

Sincethe closureof the mine,the previouslymine-ownedfarms

were dividedinto plots and sold to locals,where they could

build houses. Someof the plots were recentlysold to Orion

Mineralsandothersto NamaCopper.

In an interview with Francois Hopkins (June, 2022), an

employeeat the mine,he elaboratedthat Orion Minerals,an

Australiancompany,bought the mine and mineralrights but

havenètstarted with active mining yet since they are still

awaitingmininglicenses. Hopkinsfurtherexplainedthat Orion

alsodoesnèthavesoleownershipof the town,andthat unlikein

the past,anyonewhohasa mininglicensecannowbuya piece

of land in Nababeepand mine its deposits. This can also

providenewpossibilitiesfor

A second company, Nama Copper Resources, also bought plots of 

land and is busy reworking old mine heaps as part of the 

rehabilitation of the mine. According to Hopkins, the black heaps 

that are seen at the edges of town are the remains of  a chemical 

bath in which copper is extracted from the rocks. The black dust is 

a non-toxic mixture of Silica and other minerals which are sold to 

sandblasting companies to be reworked into paint. 

Thereareseveralremnantsof the old minethat canstill be seenin

the town,a reminderof the glory it oncepossessed. Nababeepis

slowlybecomingactiveagainwith groupsof workersrehabilitating

the mineand gettingreadyto start miningagainoncethe mining

licensesare obtained. The opportunityexiststo employprevious

employeesof OèKiep. The futureof Nababeeponceagainshines

brightaslocalshopeto findworkat themine.

the townin the future.



Figure 33: The old mine remnants towers above the town, a constant reminder of 

the past (author, 2022).. 
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The town of Nababeepis a small town with one schooland

three different churches. The mine sits at the edge of the

mountainlookingdown onto the town. Apart from being the

centrepoint of the town, the mineis lockedawaybehindwire

fences.



The people of Namaqualandare generally known to be

storytellers. Many myths and legendsare told amongsteach

other and by the end of the day residentsof Nababeepoften

come together to tell stories, worship and pray together.

Nababeepis a close-knit communityjoined together through

theircircumstances. Thelifestyleof the peopleis a humbleone;

the slow-livingatmosphereof the town is evidentfrom people

walking through the streets,sitting at corners,and stopping

alongthe sidewalksto talk. Thepeopleareas vulnerableas the

landscape.

Most of the peopleof Nababeepare employedin surrounding

towns. Aftermanypeoplewereinterviewed,it becameclearthat

a transportationcompany,Van Wyk Vervoer, providesdaily

busesto and from Nababeepwhich enablesthe residentsto

work in nearby towns such as Springbok and Concordia.

Springbok is a small but lively town with many industrial

companies,such as tyre manufacturersthat export their

productsto thesouthernpartsof Namibia.

In an interviewwith one of the locals,Gerhardde Klerk(June,

2022), it was said that they are very excitedfor the mine to

open againand that he has hope for thetownèsfuture. When

the mine was still operational,he and many of the other

residentsworkedat the smelterwheretheyhad to removeand

replaceconveyorbelts. He furtherelaboratedon theirdailylives

andthe strugglestheyfaceandsaidthat it is verydifficultto go

to sleephungryand that most of themsit at the cornerof the

shopdailywaitingfor someonewhomayneedtheirhelp.

2.4.4 The People of Nababeep

Figure 34: The town of Nababeep(author, 2022).. 
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He explainedthat everyoneknowseveryonein the town andwhen

a job hasto be doneat themine,theemployersknowwhomto call

to help as everyonein thetownèsskillsarealsoknown. According

to De Klerkthe minesometimesemploysresidentsof the town to

replaceconveyerbelts which is about a two-week job and they

usuallyreceiveR60 perday.


