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Figure 1: The scarred landscape and explorations of new architectural interventions as a poetic layer over th2G22) (author,
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1. ABSTRACT

Thestory of Nababeefbeginsas a tale of dissolutionOverthe yearsthe
landscapehave been broken up into fragmentsby mining activity
Confrontedby its wounds, the dissertationwill investigateways of
extractingoeautyfrom the scarred By lookingat the art of engravindor
inspirationthe dissertatiowill furtherinvestigatdnowthe scarsof the site
canbere-interpretedas possibilitie®f capturingstories

The site suffersfrom past trauma In orderto healthe landscapeit is

believedhat designcan only emergefrom the greatdepth of its painful,
privateand collectiveexperiencesThe disseratioriooks at wayshow the

ongoingtracesand scarsof the derelictsite cancontributeactivelyto the

narrativeof the site

In trying to understandthe site, the three conceptsexplore ways of
exposingthe richnessof the site, understandingts fragmentsand
interrogatingts remainingvitnessesExplorationare alsodonein finding
waysof healingits woundsand stitchingtogethera new identityfromthe
scabsof the site Takinga closerlook at the site and its trauma,and
uncoverin@ll of its layersnewvoicescanstartto emerge a palimpsesof
storiesof place It is ultimatelythe embeddedayersof placethat allows
the storyof placeto revealtself

The devastatingimprints of mining will forever shape the town of
Nababeepit is importanto forma newrelationshipetweenthe mine,its
scarsandthe people
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1.1 Site and Location

The dissertation investigates at the copper wonder of

Namaqualandspecificallyaroundthe town of Nababeepan old
copper mining town Due to the discoveryof coppera mine
germinatedvhichledto the foundingof this town andthe influxof

miners Howeverwhenthe mine closedin 2004, the peopleof
Nababeepwvereleft to fend for themselvesand venturedto other
parts of the areato find work The town is now a sad, leftover
spacewith anunemploymermiate of 75%.

Figure 2: The town sits between the giant granite outcgopgle.image2022: online)

The town of Nababeeps nestledbetweengiant ageold granite
outcropsThemineis locatedon the slopeof a mountairand
overlookghe town Locatedin the Kamiesbergehe areaconsists
of arid landscapesvith uniquevegetatioradjustedto the climatic
constraints Nababeepis locatedin a semidesertarea with big
open skies and harsh light There are howeverseveralgranite
outcropssurroundingthe town and the landscapeis therefore
classifiedas complex- a mixture betweencosmicand classical
(NorbergSchulz1980).
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1.2 Theoretical Stance: Redeeming Leftover Space

One of the main problemsidentifiedfrom the site was the Thenarrativeof Nababeeps wovenin conflictandis in desperate

environmentatievastatiorcausedby the miningindustry Over needof interventionit hasa storyto tell, but untilnow it seemsto

the years,industrialaction carvedaway the landscapein an be lost

attempt to extract its treasures After many years of lying

dormant,the woundsof the landscapeare now exposed.and The dissertations ultimatelyabout re-invigoratinghe town and

theresidentareconfrontedy themdaily healingits scarsto tell the story of place It alsotoucheson the
vulnerabilityf the landscapeand its peopleand how both have

Anotherproblemencounteredvas that the identityof the town beendamageddy the miningactivitiesout alsoagainthroughthe

seemsto be lost Foryearsthe storyof placewasdominatedy closureof the mine An identityof placeneedsto be re-scripted

the mineandall of its glories Sincethe mineclosed the storyof Lookingat whatit oncewas,the dissertatiorwill explorewhat it
Nababeephas becomelost in betweendecades The place now needsto become By focusingon the reclamatiorof leftover
identityis definedby fragmentatiorit is a tale of dissolution space,and the redemptiorof wastelandsan attemptis madeto

healthem,andexplorehowto breathenewlife into thetown

Figure 3: The vulnerable landscapéaifabeeystill reeling from the impacts of
environmental devastatiggopgle.image022: online)




1.3 Client and Brief

The ultimate users and beneficiariesof this project is the

community of Nababeep to whom the copper fields of

Namaqualantiavebelongedto for centuries The peopleof this

areaare unigueand havetheir own waysand rituals In tryingto

re-scripttheir stories,it is importantto first understandheir daily
livesandtheiruniquerituals A sensitiveandappropriat@pproach
is neededwhen consideringhe needsof the town The slow

livinglifestyleof the peopleas wellasthe atmospher®f the place
needsto bethe keyto the designapproach

Theideais to reinvigoratéhe townandto upliftthe communityto
breakthe cycleof poverty Thisprocessof revitalisatiomwill begin
with stimulatingdifferentparts of the town Thesenodeswithin
the town act as catalystsand aim to inspirenew approacheof
reclaimingpartsof the leftoverspace

The main focus of the projectis a JewelleryManufacturingnd
DesignCentrewherepeopleof the communityaregiventhe

at

opportunityto work along each other and make a living for

themselvesThroughutilizingcopperfromthe mineand gemstones
foundin the area,the communitycan transformthese treasures
into jewellerywith a storyto tell The opportunityexiststo export
thesejewellerypiecesto other partsof the country spreadinghe

story of this unique town in the Namaquacopper fields The

Jewellerianufacturingnd DesignCentrewill act as a catalysion

the peripheryof the town a point of urbanacupuncturevhichwill

hopefullyset in motion a seriesof new opportunitieswithin the

town

In searchof an appropriateclientfor the design,ImfundisoSkills

Development was identified It is a project focused on the
upliftment of impoverishedyouth With many training projects
aroundthe countryfocusingon jewellerymaking,Imfundisocan
providefundingandtrainingprogrammesor the proposediesign

Figure 4: The intriguing landscapblababeegauthor, 2022).




1.4 Finding an Appropriate Client

Themaingoalof the proposeddesignis to servethe peopleof Nababeemndto takea stepin
the war againstpoverty ImfundisaSkillsDevelopmenflSD) is a nongovernmenbrganization
that providesskills developmeniprograms,specificallyin the field of jewellerydesignand
manufacturingto the historicallydisadvantagedand unemployedyouth of South Africa
Imfundiscencouragesind promotesthe abundantcreativepotentialof the youthby teaching
jewellerydesignskills This links with the ¢ 0 u n mosyidpertantexport goods of gold,
platinumand diamonds The word ¢gmfundisé means¢ ttoe a ¢SB éonsidersthe idea of
teachingas a way of empoweringgomeoneo taketheir futureinto theirownhands( Oe Re i
2010: online) ISDfirst beganas a smalljewellersmakingprojecton rentedspaceat the De
BeersCullinarminesin Gautengand has sincegrowninto a jewelleryschoolempirefor Isaac
Nkwe founderof ISD( O € R2010t dnlyne) In partnershipvith De Beersthe Departmenof
Mineralsand Energyand the TshwaneUniversityof Technologythe Imfundisoprojectwas
founded,and continuedto grow at the minein Cullinan( O € R201L0: dnline) In his own
words ,Nkweexplainghe visionof the projectasfollows

a4 T h ean isflex®f peoplefromruralareascomingto the mineseveryyear,so the initialidea
wasto train the childrenof the mineworkerso that they couldhavea future, Todaywe have
expandedo schoolsin Gautengand Limpopoand KwaZultNatalteachingust aboutanyone
who wantto learnaboutiewellennma k i( MoggaR 2010t dnline)

ISDis in chargeof fourtrainingprojectsat differentareasin the country namelyat the Cullinan
DiamondMine in Gauteng SekhukhundeducationMulti PurposeCentrein Limpopo,South
West GautengC o | | &epmeétabor Campusin Soweto,and lastly at the Thabamoopo
EducatiorMulti PurposeCentrealsoin Soweto( O € R2010t dnling) Thecurriculunthatis
taught consists of theoretical and practical skills, as well as marketing skills and
entrepreneurshipnd the programmeis taught over a periodof two years( O é R2010: | vy
online) I mf u n draingh@ adlavs students to incorporateindigenousjewellery making
techniquesnto more contemporangtyles Theirgoal, accordinggo Nkwe is to make South
Africaa jewellenymakinghub becauseSouthAfricais a countryabundanin resourcesindthere
existsan opportunityto exportjewllery Nkwe further explainsthat 8by encouragingoung
Jewellerdo takepartin the economienainstreanof the countrytheycanalsocontributao the
localeconomi@evelopmenttiroughcommunity o u r(7/Qsenr@010t dnline)

Figure 5: Themfundis&killsDeveloment oundat i on ( OeRei | |y, 2010: online).




1.4 Aims& Structure

Approachinghe dissertationan in-depth readingof the site is
requiredpecausethe site essentialljpecomeshe mainfocusof
the project Thesubthemesof the researctwill thereforefocuson
exploringhe richnes®of the site

(1) Theartofengraving

Thetouchstoneenableghe ideaof lookingat the site as a deeply
scratchedcopperplate with storiesto tell Thetouchstoneis an
allegoricamodelof the site wherethe damageat Nababeephas
beencausedby deepscratchesnadeto the surfacescarringhe
site so severelythat there is no going back Parallelsare drawn
betweenthe deeplyscratchedniningsite and a scratcheccopper
engravinglate

(2) Documentinghedifferentayersofthesite

Nababeep like many other mining towns, is filled with much
richnessand history Thissubthemeinvestigateshe rich strataof
placeby delvinginto its historicore,and documentingts different
contexts,architecturaharratives past echoesand ghosts that
haveinfluencedhe siteandmadeit whatit is today

(3) Interrogatingheremainingvithessesnsite
Whenone approacheghe town and all of its remnantsjt seems
overwhelmingn an attemptto makesenseof the landscapethis
subthemewill first focuson understandinghe characteron site
and what eachof them hasto offer, beforedecidingon how to
redeemandcapturethe storyof the place

(4) Redeemin@/astelands

Bylookingat the ideaof leftoverspaceor No-M a nlarsd(Woods,
1996: online), this subthemewill investigatevaysof redeeming
wastelandsindrescriptinghe identityof the town

(5) Healing

By furtherlookingat the scarredand fragmentedsite, this sub
themewillinvestigatdow partsof the siteand communitycanbe
healedto form a new relationshipbetweenplaceand narratives,
and placeand architectureBy investigatinghe ideaof the patina
layer that forms over copperthat becomesa protectivelayer,
inspiratiorcanbe drawnwith regardgo healingthe site

Limitations

Becausethe site for the proposeddesignis filled with such
richnessjt may be impossibleto documentall of its layersand
history Throughchoosinga few layersto work with, the study
becamemorefocused Anothemwaywill alsobe to focuson justa
few charactersf the site and exploringthem as minerswould
focuson a specificseamor stratato excavate

Relevanc& Benefits

Uponarrivalat the site,one cannotimmediatelyind a solutionfor
the apparentproblemsor immediatelyntervene The story of the
placefirst needsto be capturedbeforetryingto re-scripta new
placeidentity In tryingto understandhe site, all of its layersand
influencesmust first be investigatedand documented The
researchwill mainly be focusedon makingsense of the site,
capturingts differentnarrativesandits scars Onlythencana new
storyemergewovenin conflict




1.5 Conclusion

The dissertationwill specificallyattemptto stitch togethera new

placeidentity in order to form new connectionsbetween the

people of Nababeep and the past trauma New design
interventionsvill needto look at the pastoccupanciesf the site,

not removinghe scarsbut extractinghe beautyfromit. To make
senseof the damagedandscapethe differentlayersembedded
withinthe site will needto be uncoveredndrevealedTheart of

engraving forms the golden thread throughout the project,
inspiringnew response®f engagementvith the derelictsite The
themeof the projectis capturedn the researclguestion

HOW CAN THE ART OF ENGRAVING INSPIRE
NEW APPROACHES OF ENGAGING WITH A
DERELICT SITE, TO ULTIMATELY STITCH
TOGETHER A NEW PLATENTITY ANCHORED
IN THE LESSONS OF THE PAST?

Figure 6: Engravings on the derelict site (author, 2022) 8
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2.1 Introduction 2.2 Understandingplace The CopperWonderof
Namaqualand

The word ¢ pal i mp slexiged Fom the Greek word WhileNamaqualanis mostlyknownfor its flowerseasonthereare
Epalimpsestosneaninge s ¢ r @ @ & ldnhé book Landscape  manymorehiddengemsin the area Namaqualanis$ a vast,barren
Archeologywrittenby M. Astonand T. Rowleythe ¢ | a n dis ¢ aapegirethe NorthernCapeof not morethan120 000 souls,a place
describedas a palimpseséon to whicheachgeneratiorinscribes  that getsa total of 50mmof rainperyear Althougrthe areaseems
its own impressionsand removessome of the marksof earlier  secluded and hidden away, copper was already discovered
geneartiorsAston& Rowleycitedby Porter2004: 105). centuriesaga Upona meetingbetweenthe localNamapeopleand

Dutchexplorersthe localN a m averaseenwith copperbandson
The landscapeof Nababeepcan be seen as a palimpsest,a theirarmsandanklesandthis promptedhe firstexpeditionso the
layeringof differentcontexts architecturaharrativespastechoes,  areain 1685 led by Simonvan der Stel Whenthe first mine
glories,scandalsand ghostsof the site Thischaptertriesto make  openedin 1852, life was breathedinto the areaand peoplefrom
senseof the palimpsestuousatureof place,a termintroduceddy  far and wide gatheredwith theirwivesand childrerto settlein the
JasonPhillipsin his articlePalimpsestuouBehaviourDemocracy,  newlybuilt miningtownssuchas ConcordiandO & K. iLabqurers
Resistance)owntownsand Skateboardsr, Howto ReadCulture  includedBritishworkers JocalNamaquapeople,the Khoikhgiand
(Phillips,2022: online)Therichnessof the proposeddesignliesin peopleof DamaraNamibiaA contemporaryravelledescribedhe
the differentembeddedayersof the town of NababeepThrough  copperwonderas follows & ¢ higa perpetuatiatterwhich,to a
documentinghe differentinfluencesf the site, the designercan stranger,is very disturbingbut which is not noticed by those
formulatedifferentresponsego eachlayer Thischapteris a deep residentunlessthere is a stoppage,when everyondooks up to
readingnto the town of Nababeepits historyandall of the stories  seewhatisthema t (Feemiagem.d.: online)

associateavithit. Figure 7: A collage of photos take atNtababeepnine © € K Coeirfiry Hotel archive, 2021).
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Figure 8: The history of the copper fields of Namaqualeoglé.imageadapted by author,

Residuesof copperwere
found in many of the
_granite outcrops in the

During Simon van der St e lexpadition to
Namaqualandin 1685, he completed several
illustrationsdocumentingthe Namaqualandscape
Thisillustrationshowsthe variouscoppermountains
in the area,with the Blue Mountainof Springbokon
theright .y <
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Simonvan der Stel receivinga party of Thefirst copperminein SouthAfrica
Khoi San who is presentinghim with was openedin 1852 by Europeans

copper ore samplesfrom the & C o p p e r1heO e Kinieem the Namaqualand
Mount ai na was once rankedthe richestcopper

minein theworld

11




2.3 Surrounding Towns

The Diamond Coast

Copper is not the only mining industry in
NamaqualandAlongthe remoteand wild coastline'sg
that stretchesto the border of Namibia,alluvial
diamondswere discoveredn 1925 (Marais,2017:
online) AlexandeBay, which sits at the mouth of
the OrangeRiver,has somethingof an illustrious
history it wasin the thickofthe¢ d i a mo ghdté
grippedthis part of the country,The Namas Khoi
San and Strandloperswho walked its shores
centuriesago usedto pick up diamondsglintingin
the sands and gave them to their children as
presentso playwith (Marais,2017: online) Today,
the people of AlexanderBay, Port Nolloth and
Kleinzeestill trawlthe seasin searchof diamondsit

is an unforgivingaskin this barrenlandscapeThere

is an old Namaqualanghilosophythat reads¢ Go d
di dyivetdrainHegaveusdi amonds e

NAMIBIA

~ PORT NOLLOTHg,

KLEINZEE

e

HondeklipBay is a town that time forgot Oncean
important harbour from where copper ore was
transportedto Europe,old copper tracks are still
visibleat the jetty,nowfalleninto disrepair

NamaquaCopperFields
Thediscovenof copperand othermineralan the Namaquaegionleadto

a copperboombetweenl854 to 2004. Withthe arrivalbf manyEuropean
labourerstowns suchas ConcordiaD € K and ldababeepwere formed
Althoughtheywereminingtowns,it wasgloriousdays

Figure 9: Surrounding towns in Namagualgoddle.imageadapted
by author, 2022: online)




In the neighbouring copper
mining town, Oé Ki many
residuesof an old mining era
can be found scattered
throughout

Figure 10: Mine relics (author, 2022)..

SURROUNDI NG TOWNS:
®

Another relic from the bygone
miningareastandsabandonedht
the O e Kinieep

Figure 11: Mine relics (author, 2022)..

The beautiful and weltkept
churchin the arid and harsh
landscapeof O e K spegksof
the type of lifestylethe people
herelead

Figure 12: The church 6fé Kiae p
surrounding town (author, 2022).

THE SMALL Ml

Mine dumps at O é K.i Dank
greenore glisteningin the sun
one of the few remaindersf a
once flourishingmine which is
now closeddown

Figure 13: Copper ore glistening in the sun
(author, 2022)..




Leavingthe smallcoppermining
towns and driving towards the
coast, the landscapebecomes
more monotonous with less
vegetation, the towering
Kamiesbergestill visible in the
distant

Figure 14: The monotonous arid
landscape (author, 2022)..

SURROUNDING TOWNS: PORT NOLLOTH & HONDEKLIP BAY

Port Nolloth or Aukwatowa
meaninge w h the veatertook
awaythe old ma nig a small
coastal town where alluvial
diamondswverefound,Diamond
diversstilltrawlthe seas

Figure 15: Diamond boats at PNdlloth
(author, 2022)..

A resident of Port Nolloth
standingon his porchandlooking
out onto the various diamond
boatsfloatingat sea

Figure 16: The houses of Phitlloth
(author, 2022)..

Remnant®f the old harbourat
HondeklipBay from wherethe
copperore was transportedo
Europe

Figure 17: The oldlondekliBay harbour
(author, 2022).




2.4 Documenting the Layers of Place
2.4.1 Vegetation

Namaqualanis hometo manyuniqueplant species The areais

ConservatiorEffort NamaqualandRestorationinitiative Bringing
MiningBiodiversitygndLocalCommunitiesogether

Miningis one of the biggestthreatsfor the long term sustainability

most famousfor its flowerseasonwhere,afterthe wi n trans,e sof the unique and sensitive ecosystem of Namaqualand

wildflowersloomin a spectaculafashionoverhundredf square
kilometresAbout4000 plantspeciesgrow in this areaand there

are morethan 1000 typesof flowersthat do not grow anywhere
elsein theworld(Rundel2013: 487).

Takinga closerlookat the giantgraniteoutcropsa uniquediversity
of plant life makesitself known These bright colouredshrubs,
adjustedo the dry climate bringthe mountaingo life Fiftyseven
endemicplant speciesare known to the Kamiesberg(Rundel
2013: 490). The plant life can be categorisednto three main
vegetationtypes,namelya dry form of MountainFynboson the
upper slopes, Renosterveldound on the plateau,and Upland
SucculenKarooon the lower hills Whatmakesthe plant life so
uniqueis the waytheyare adjustedo retainmoistureto withstand
the dry season®f the year(Rundel2013: 490).

Figure 18: The granite outcrops are brought to life by colourful shrubs (author, 2022).

Namaqualantallswithinthe SucculenKaroo,whichis part of the
w o r Bddbéodiversithotspots definedby Runde(2013:490) as
dareashighlightecbecauseof the richnessof their biodiversitythe
uniguenessf the plantlife andthe threatit f a ¢ Besva=n2005

and 2008, the Namaqualan&estorationnitiative(NRI) hasbeen
activelyinvolvedin restoringareasdamagedby mining (Rundel
2013: 490).

The N R | goa was to create a joint opportunityto promote
employmentand restorethe environmentat the sametime The
problemwith somebasicrehabilitatioreffortsdone by mines,was
thatit involvedmerelyshovingbackthe earththat hasbeenmined,
arrespectiveof the indigenousperennialscrucial for ecological
recoverywhich stand little chanceof re-establishingthemselves
withoutassistanag Rundel2013: 490).




only needs about a cup of water per mo

@Botterbomé
Also known as a Butter Tree, grows
on rocky slopes in sheltered ravines

Quiver Tree
The Quiver Tree stores water in its trunl and

nth.

or valleys but also in sandy loam wit
quartz along the coast.

Al so call ed

and have a stonlke appearance.

Lithop
¢cliving

Figure 19: The different indigenous plant life found on the slopes of the granite
hills(author, 2022).

Different shrubs, a dry form of Mountain Fynbos, are|found
on the slopes of the mountains and grows through the

Shrubs




Once a year the ruggednessof the~ageold ;- _.- N
mountains are flooded with. bright-and !
colourfuflowers Thisfleetingcolourexplosion

makesfor quite a spectaclevith thousandsof

touristsrushingto the area Namaqualand a 1
uniqueplace,its hardrockmountainsseemto--. - SIS
hide awaysecretsof the past Everyyearthe = '
Namaqua Daisies amazes thousands of

people, and never ceasesto attract people

fromall overthe country,

Figure 2023: The granite outcrops are brought to life by colourful shrubs (author, 2022).



2.4.2 Vernacular of the Region

Namaqualands home to the Namapeople and the weltknown
Namahuts are scatteredthroughoutthe region Thesehuts have
becomeouristattractions

Theinfluenceof Europeanabourersanalsobe seenin the area
AsspecialisedCornishminersandtheirfamiliesmovedto the area,
other mining apparatuswas importedfrom Cornwall(Fleminger
n.d.: online) Someof thesederelictand abandonedelicscanbe
seenin the area Cornisharchitectureanalsobe seenin manyof
the miningtowns, like the churchin ConcordiaThe bluepainted
roof of the churchremindsone of the patinacoveredcopperroofs
of catholiacchurchesn Europe

Thetypologyof residentiatrchitecturén the areaalso consistsof
typicalmine houses As manyof the mineshaveclosed,someof
thesestructurehavebeenrepurposeds shopsor convertednto
guesthouses

Figure 25: Example of Cornish architecture in thethee@ornish pumphouse is
one of the few reminders of a bygone mining era(author, 2022).

- < d

Figure 24: Nama huts in the area (author, 2022).

Figure 26: Another example of Cornish archite@areordia church (author, 2022). 18]



2.4.3 Story of Place

Nababeeps one of the townspreviouslyinderthe administrationf O € K CopgerCompanyThelastactiveminingstoppedin 2004 and
the mineshutdown Sincethen,manyresidentsavelivedtheirdailylivesin searchof smalljobsandwhentheyhaveenoughmoneyor the
rainsaregood,localsreturnto theirfarms

Thereis a certainsenseof vulnerabilityand fragility about the :ﬁf = 5 il P& e & i e e
town and its surroundingslopes Despitebeing scarredseverely @& = . LR ) e ==

by yearsof miningactivity the dry and aridlandscapenanagego '., > 3 g 2P

transformitselfinto an explosionof colourwhenthe September ¢ 1 e % g
rains come When the flowers arrive, all guesthouses farm 8 . : i e
cottagesand hotels are occupiedby people from all over the i , A ? S

country, marvellingat the fleeting flower wonder of such a o 2 ~ PR e e
forgottenplace Howeverthe beautyd o e dastlértgandwhen | = e ' GETE |
the landscapeeturnsto its old self,the touristsfadeawayandthe - = : '
strugglecontinuedo find variousvaysof makinga living ' b

Figure 27: The stark contrasts between the different season
(author, 2022).




Knownas the blue coppermountain®©f Namaqualandhe age
old mountainsof Nababeepcontainscopperoxide which has
beenextractedksincel852. TheO é K CapperCompanymine
has flourishedover the years,attractingmany workersto the
small copper mining town Copperore was also transported
fromNababeepvith a steamtrainto HondekliBay,fromwhere
it was shippedto Europe Nababeemmlso had its own smelter
wherecopperorewassmeltedto producepurecoppermlates

Coppemwasextractedhroughdeepshaftmining Whilethe men
of the town workedin the mine or at the smelterthe women
were employedto sort through copper ore rocks Copper
becamea lifelinein the area

Figure 28: The blue copper mountains of Namaqualand (author, 022).

The town of Nababeepecamean importantcentrepoint of the
regionand peoplefrom all racesand originslivedtogetherin the
town

", ‘_‘&
[
FROM ABOVE:
- Mine shafts at
Nababeep L
- A rock crushingg
plant ;

- Women and
children sorting
copper rocks
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Figure 2931: Photo series of the oldababeep
exhibited in th® é K Caairgry Hotel (author, 2022).




Sincethe closureof the mine,the previouslynineownedfarms
were dividedinto plots and sold to locals,wherethey could
build houses Some of the plots were recentlysold to Orion
Mineralsandothersto NamaCopper

In an interview with Francois Hopkins (June, 2022), an
employeeat the mine, he elaboratedthat Orion Minerals,an
Australiancompany,bought the mine and mineralrights but
h a v estaet with active mining yet since they are still
awaitingmininglicenses Hopkinsfurther explainedthat Orion
alsod o e $havesdleownershipfthe town,andthatunlikein
the past,anyonewho hasa mininglicensecannow buya piece
of land in Nababeepand mine its deposits This can also
providenewpossibilitie$or thetownin the future

A second company, Nama Copper Resources, also bought plots of
land and is busy reworking old mine heaps as part of the
rehabilitation of the min&ccording to Hopkins, the black heaps

that are seemtthe edges of town are the remains of a chemical
bath in which copper is extracted from the rocks. The black dust is
a nontoxic mixture of Silica and other minerals which are sold to
sandblasting companies to be reworked into paint.

Thereare severalfemnantof the old minethat canstillbe seenin

the town, a reminderof the gloryit oncepossessedNababeeps

slowlybecomingactiveagainwith groupsof workersrehabilitating
the mineand gettingreadyto start miningagainoncethe mining
licensesare obtained The opportunityexiststo employprevious
employeeof O & K iTleefuture of Nababeeponce againshines
brightaslocalshopeto find workat the mine

Figure 32 (left): Nama Copper Resources are busy reworking old mine heaps. n the
background visual reminders of the old mine still dominates over the town. Old reminders of
the mine are still scattered throughout the town (author, 2022)..



The town of Nababeeps a smalltown with one schooland

F" three differentchurches The mine sits at the edge of the
mountainlookingdown onto the town Apartfrom beingthe
centrepoint of the town, the mineis lockedawaybehindwire
fences

Figure 33: The old mine remnants towers above the town, a constant reminder of
the past (author, 2022)..




2.4.4 The People dflababeep

The people of Namaqualandare generally known to be
storytellers Many myths and legendsare told amongsteach
otherand by the end of the day residentsof Nababeepoften
come together to tell stories, worship and pray together
Nababeepis a closeknit communityjoined togetherthrough
theircircumstanced helifestyleof the peopleis a humbleone

the slowlivingatmosphereof the town is evidentfrom people
walkingthrough the streets, sitting at corners,and stopping
alongthe sidewalkgo talk Thepeopleareas vulnerablasthe
landscape

Most of the peopleof Nababeepare employedn surrounding
towns Aftermanypeoplewereinterviewedit becameclearthat

a transportationcompany, Van Wyk Vervoer provides daily
busesto and from Nababeepwhich enablesthe residentsto

work in nearby towns such as Springbokand Concordia
Springbokis a small but lively town with many industrial
companies,such as tyre manufacturersthat export their
productgo the southerrpartsof Namibia

In an interviewwith one of the locals,Gerhardde Klerk (June,
2022), it was said that they are very excitedfor the mine to

openagainand that he has hopefor thet o w futéire When
the mine was still operational,he and many of the other
residentswvorkedat the smelterwherethey hadto removeand
replaceconveyobelts He furtherelaboratean theirdailylives
andthe strugglegsheyfaceandsaidthat it is verydifficultto go

to sleephungryand that most of themsit at the cornerof the

shopdailywaitingfor someonavho mayneedtheirhelp

Figure 34: The town dfababeep(author, 2022)..

He explainedhat everyone&knowseveryonen the town andwhen
a job hasto be doneat the mine,the employer&knowwhomto call
to helpas everyonén thet o w skidlssre alsoknown According
to De Klerkthe mine sometimesmploysresidentsof the town to
replaceconveyerbelts which is about a two-week job and they
usuallyreceiveR60 perday




