
ENGELS,  ENGELS. . .
*n u i t d a g i n g Swepe

Tale en die le tte rk u n d e  tel nie o n d e r die vakge- 
b iede waarin die N asionale M useum  spesialiseer 
nie. O ns kan egter nie die versoeking w eerstaan 
om  die o nderstaande “ gedig” w at in Mei 1971 
in T egniek  verskyn het]Tiier weer te gee nie. Dit 
i . oo rsp ronk lik  gedurende die T w eede Wereld- 
oorlog  geskryf deu r ’n N ederlander — w at nogal 
sy Engels geken h e t — en in L onden  gepubliseer 
in d ie koeran t V R IJ N E D E R L A N D ,'destyds die 
m o n d stu k  van die N ederlanders in ballingskap.

Alm al w eet Engels is ’n snaakse taal. H y spel sy 
w oorde op een m anier en spreek d it  dan  heel 
anders u it. D aarom  behels ons u itdaging die vol- 
gende: Lees die “gedig” hardop  en spreek  elke 
w oord honderd  p ersen t korrek  u it sonder om  te  
strukel o f  te  herhaal.
Die p rys — as daar ’n w enner is? ’n G ratis ek- 
sem plaar van elke toekom stige  uitgaw e van 
hierdie N uusbrief. (Sorg asseblief d a t ons u 
naam  en adres het! )

Dearest creature in creation,
S tu d y in g  English pronounc ia tion ,
I w ifi teach y o u  in m y  verse
S o u n d s like  corpse, corps, horse and worse.
/ w ill keep  y o u , Susy , busy.
M ake y o u r  head w ith  heat grow  d izzy ;
Tear in eye, y o u r  dress y o u  11 tear.
So  shall i !  Oh, hear m y  p rayer - 
Pray console y o u r  loving p o e t,
M ake m y  coat lo o k  new , dear, sew  it!
J u s t com pare heart, beard and heard,
D ies , d ie t , lord  and w ord,
Sw ord, and  sward, retain and Britain  
(M ind the  latter, h o w  i t ’s w ritten ).
M ade has n o t th e  sound  o f  bade;
Say  — said; p a y  — paid; laid, b u t plaid.
N o w  I surely  w ill n o t plague y o u  
W ith such w ords as vague ana argue,
B u t be careful h o w  y o u  speak
S ay break and steak, b u t bleak and s trea k ,
Previous, precious, fuchsia, via,
Pipe, snipe, recipe, choir.
C loven, o v e n , h o w  and low ;
Scrip t, receipt, shoe p o em , toe.
Hear m e say, d evo id  o f  trickery,
D aughter, laughter and Terpsichore ,
T yp h o id , measles, topsails, aisles,
E xiles, similes, reviles;
W holly , holly , signal, signing ,
Tham es, exam ining, com bining;
Scholar, vicar and cigar,
Solar, mica, w ar ana far.
From  desire, desirable; adm irable fr o m  admire. 
Lum ber, p lum ber; b ier b u t brier ,
C hatham , brougham , renow n , b u t know n,
F rom  know ledge, done, b u t gone and tone;
One, a n em o n e; B alm oral;
K itchen , lichen , laundry, laurel;
G ertrude, G erm an, w in d  and m in d ,
Scene, M elpom ene, m ankind;
T ortoise, turquoise, cham ois-leather,
Reading, reading, heather, heather;
This p h o n e tic  labyrin th
Gives m oss, gross, b ro o k , brooch, n in th  and p lin th . 
Billet does n o t sound  like  ballet;
B ouq u e t; wallet, m allet, cha le t;
B lo o d  and f lo o d  are n o t like fo o d .
N o r is m o u ld  like  should  and w ou ld .
B anquet gives no clue to parquet,
Which is said to rhym e w ith  darky.
Viscious, v iscount; load and broad;
Toward, to forw ard, to reward.
Y o u r  p ro n u n c ia tio n ’s okay  
W hen y o u  say, correctly, croquet;
R o u n d e d , w o u n d ed ; live and grieve;
Friend and fie n d ;  alive and sleeve .
L ib e rty , library, heave and heaven;
R achel, ache, m oustache, eleven,
We say ha llow ed  b u t allowed;
People, leopard; tow ed , b u t vowed.
M ark the  difference, m oreover,
T w ix t m over, plover, and then Dover.
Leeches, breaches; wise, precise ,
Chalice, b u t po lice  and lice ,
Camel, constable , unstable;
Principle, disciple; label;
Petal pena l and canal;
Wait, sup rise, plait, prom ise, pal;
Suit, su ite , ruin; circuit, conduit,
R h y m e  w ith  “shirk it ” and “b e y o n d  it" .
B u t i t ’s very hard to  tell 
W hy it's  pall, mall, b u t Pall Mall.
M uscle, m uscular; goal; iron ;

T im ber, clim ber; bullion, lion;
Worm and storm ; chaise, chaos, chair; 
Senator, spectator, m ayor;
Ivy, privy; fam ous; clam our  
A n d  enam our rhym es w ith  ham m er.
Pussy, hussy, and possess;
D esert, dessert, and address.
G o lf, w o lf, co u n ten a n ce; lieu tenants;
H oistt in lieu o f  flags, le ft pennants.
River, rival, tom b, bom b, com b ,
D oll and roll and  som e and hom e.
S tranger does n o t sound  like anger,
N e ith er does devour like  clangour.
S o u l b u t fo u l, and gaunt b u t aunt ;
F ont, fro n t, w o n t; w ant, grand and grant; 
Shoes, goes, does. N ow  firs t say finger.
Then say singer, ginger, linger.
Real and zeal; m a u ve; gauze and gauge; 
Marriage, foliage, mirage, age.
Q uery do es n o t rhym e w ith  very,
N o r does fu r y  so u n d  like bury ,
D ost, lost, p o s t , do th , c lo th  and lo th ;
Job , jo b  , blossom , bosom , oath.
Though  the  d ifference  seem s little ,
We say actual b u t victual;
Seat and sweat; chaste, paste  and caste 
Leigh and eight and fre igh t and height 
Put, nu t; granite and unite.
F eo ffe r  does n o t rhym e w ith  heifer,
N o r  does reefer rhym e w ith  zephyr.
Dull, bull; G eo ffrey , G eorge; ate, late;
H int, p in t;  senate and sedate.
Scenic, phrenic, and pacific;
Science, conscience; scientific ,
Tour, b u t our; and succour, fou r;
Core prov ides a rhym e fo r  door.
Gas, alas, and pass, ana was —
D ickens started  o f f  as “B oz ”■
Sea idea, guinea, area;
Psalm ana charm ; Maria, malaria;
Y o u th , sou th , sou thern , cleanse and  clean; 
D octrine, turpen tine , marine.
L o o k  up alien and Italian;
D andelion and battalion.
Sallied, allied; y e a  and y e  —
Eye, I, ay, aye, w hey , key , q u a y !
Say aver, b u t ever fever;
N either, leisure, skein, deceiver,
N ever guess — it is n o t safe ;
Face, b u t pre face and efface,
Phlegm, phlegm atic; ass, glass, bass;
We say calves, valves, h a l f  b u t Ralph.
H eron, granary, canary,
Crevice and  device, and eyrie ,
Large, b u t target;g in , give, verging,
O ught, out, jo u s t and scour; and urging.
Ear, b u t earn ; and w ear and tear 
D o n o t rhym e w ith  here b u t there.
Seven is right and so is even,
H yphen , roughen, nephew , S tephen , 
m o n k e y , d o n key , clerk and jerk;
A sp , grasp, wasp; and cork and w ork.
T u n n e l surely  rhym es w ith  fu n n e l?
Y es it does — ana so does gunw ale,
Islington  and Isle o f  Wight,
H ousew ife , verdict and indict,
A r e n t ’t  y o u  m ixed  up, reader, rather,
Saying father, bather, fa ther?
Finally, w h a t rhym es w ith  tough —
Though, through, plough or cough? Enough?  
H iccough has the  sound  o f  " cup * —
M y advice is — give it up!

J.O .P.

Mnr. J.P. van den Berg (links), baassw eepvlegter 
van Seringlaan 6, Bothaville h e t onlangs vier 
nuutgeyleg te  sw epe aan die M useum  geskenk , 
naam lik: n B oeresw eep van b louw ilaebeesvel 
w at aan die een  ka n t m e t die naald toegew erk  
is; ’n K oedoevelsw eep m e t drie riem e gevleg, ’n 
H andsam bok van koedo eve l en  'n C ow boy-  
sw eep  w at m e t agt koedoevelriem pies gevleg is. 
Mnr. van den Berg h e t h o m s e lf  h ierd ie  kunsge- 
leer deur sw eoe te koop , d it los te torring en 
oor te vleg. B y  ho m  is mnr. A  .G. H olliday w a t 
behulpsaam  is m e t die brei van velle,

B A N T U  S C H O O L S

J.O .P.

E dw in M ohatlane, guide-lecturer seconded  to  
the M useum  b y  the  D epartm en t o f  B antu  E d u 
cation p ro u d ly  d isplays a beer sieve, broom s  
and grass m a ts do n a ted  b y  the p up ils o f  the 
Popa Prim ary School, Maseru, Lesotho.

The guide-lecturer no w  handles about I 4 0 0  
school children p e r  m on th .




