
To Catch a Meercat

B I R D  W A T C H E R S  C L U B

A .v.E.

A Bird W atchers C lub was recen tly  founded  un 
der the  auspices o f  the Free S ta te  Branch o f  the  
W ildlife Socie ty  o f  S ou thern  Africa.
The W ildlife Society  is one  o f eighteen clubs 
and associations which m ake use o f the  A udi
to rium  o f  the  N ational M useum  as a venue for 
regular m eetings o f  its m em bers. F our sta ff 
m em bers o f  the  M useum  serve on the  C om m it
tee o f  the Society  and our o rn ith o lo g is t Dr. 
T ib o r Farkas acts as technical adviser For the 
Bird W atchers. A part from  partak ing  in regular 
outings club m em bers are also engaged in the 
com pilation  o f  a check-list o f  th e  b ird s o f 
B loem fontein  and the  Bird S anctu ary  w hich is 
now  being  developed in Deale R oad, n ex t to 
G reenhill C onvent.
If you are in terested  in bird  w atching, the  Bird 
S anctuary  o r n a tu re  conservation  as such, con
tac t can b e  m ade with th is Society  th rough the 
M useum .

C on tra ry  to  repo rts th a t s to k s te rt m eercats or 
suricates are easily caught by running  them  
dow n, flooding  their b u rrow s o r  trapp ing  them , 
these insectivores are ex trem ely  w ary and d if
ficult to  cap tu re . D uring the  past m o n th s the  
M useum ’s m am m alogist Callie L ynch, his tech 
nician Johan  E ksteen  and their helpers found 
th a t digging up the  colonies is th e  only  really 
successful m ethod  b y  w hich a non selective 
sam ple can be procured  on w hich research re
garding po p u la tio n , size, sex and age ratios, and 
reproduc tive  analysis can be undertaken .
m anually  digging up the  colonies is how ever far 
to o  laborious and tim e-consum ing a task to  be 
p ractically  feasible. T his prob lem  w as overcom e 
by  m aking use o f  a 4,5 h .p . m echanical trench  
digger. Hessian sacking 1 m high is erec ted  
around a m eercat colony . T rench ing  com m en
ces on the side o f  th e  colony  w here the  b u r
rows show  the  least activ ity  and parallel t re n 
ches 1 m to  1,5 m deep and 50 cm w ide are 
dug. When approx im ate ly  three q u arte rs  o f  the 
area has been excavated the  m eercats em erge 
from  their b u rro w s and in th e ir a ttem p ts  to 
flee rush in to  the  hessian sacking where th ey  
are then  caught b y  hand.
A t the  M useum  th e  suricates are d issected and 
studied . T he in form ation  th u s ob ta ined  on  the 
feeding habits, size and s tru c tu re  o f  the  co lo 
nies, breed ing  season, age o f  pu b erty , litte r size, 
internal and external parasites harboured  by 
these anim als etc. n o t only  co n trib u te s to  the  
know ledge ab o u t these denizens o f  the veld, 
b u t also tow ards the estab lishm en t o f  sound 
conservation  m easures to  insure their ex istence 
as a species.

Borduurwerk
’n G root versam ehng borduurw erk  van w y le  
m ev A le tta  Wessels is deu r baar man, mnr. 
Tewxe Wessels van G oedgenoeg, Sannaspos aan 
die M useum  geskenk .
D ie u itsta lhng van ta fe ldoeke , lopers, stoel- 
kussings, teem ussies, m uurbehangsels en ta fe i  
lappies is tans in die M useum  te  sien
M ev Wessels b e t n  g roo t belangstelling en hefd e  
vir naald- en borduurw erk gehad. S y  was v ir 22  
jaar 'n knap leerltng van m ev H etste van W yk  
onder w ie se leidm g die m eeste  van die b o r
duurw erk in die v itsta lling  gedoen  is. Die arti
ke  Is verteenw oord tg  'n g ro o t verskeidenheid  
borduursoorte  soos kruissteek, sw artw erk, reti- 
cella, gobelin , rafelw erk, bedebo , sorbello, bar- 
danger, saam trekw erk, assissie en Hongaarse 
borduurw erk.
M nr. Wessels h e t  o o k  aan die M useum  'n aand- 
rok van su iw er w o ls to f  g eskenk  w a t d eu r baar  
gedra is, tyd en s haar kron ing  as w o lkon ing in  vir 
W ep en erm  1940
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Mnr. W .j. P re to rius, V oorradebeam p- 
te van die N asionale M useum  sedei t 1 
Julie 1976 is ons op 22 Sep tem ber 
1977 deu r die dood  on tneem . In 
h ierdie k o rt periode h e t hy puik 
d iens gelewer. Langs hierdie weg be- 
tuig die Raad en personeel hul aiep- 
ste m eegevoel aan die eggenote, fami- 
lie en vriende van O om  Pikkie.




