
Roberts to the Rescue

Close-up o f  the lion.

Mr j .  D. Roberts, founder o f  the company -» 
(left), listens attentively while Mr Bert Wood- 
house explains certain facets o f  another group 
o^ paintings fo u n d  in the vicinity o f  the lion.

DU R IN G  J u ly  th e  w e ll-k n ow n  firm o f  
R oberts C on stru ction  u n d ertook  a m i­
niature T em ple o f  R am eses op era tion  to  

save a lion  from  d row n in g . On th e farm  
T ie n fo n te in , a part o f  w h ich  is to  be inundated  
by th e w aters o f  th e W elbedacht D am , a un ique  
rock pain ting o f  a lion  was rescued after five 
days o f  painstaking drilling in to  th e hard c liff  
face.

D uring 1972  Mr Bert W ood h ou se. G roup Train­
ing and C om m u n ication s M anager o f  Roberts  
C on stru ction , w h o  is also a w e ll-k n ow n  am ateur  
arch aeologist and au th or, v isited  th e  dam area 
at request o f  th e  d irector o f  th e  M useum  w ho  
was w orried ab ou t th e  p o ss ib ility  that th e  
u n ique paintings and arch aeo log ica l sites w ou ld  
be inu ndated . Mr W ood h ou se  rem em bered this  
particular lion  w ith  its cross-h atch ed  m ane  
w hich he had seen  years earlier, re-visited th e  
site , and afterw ards persu aded th e  com pan y to  
undertake the rescue op era tio n .

We herew ith  w ish to exp ress ou r sincerest 
thanks to R oberts C on stru ction  for th is m agni­
ficent co n tr ib u tio n  tow ard s th e saving and  
preservation o f  a w on d erfu l exam p le  o f  South  
A frica ’s cultural heritage.

Mr Hannes Els, foreman o f  Roberts Construction, Welkom , explains how  the drilling into the rock 
face was undertaken to ensure the safe removal o f  the painting.

A fter the N ation al M useum  had ob ta in ed  the  
necessary perm its from  th e  M onum en t C ouncil 
a forem an o f  th e  co m p a n y , Mr H ann es Els and  
his team  set to  w ork to  rem ove a 5 0 0  kg b lock  
o f sandstone w ith  th e  p a in tin g  o n  it. Mr
J . D . R oberts fou nder and  chairm an, as w ell as 
to p  o ff ic ia ls  o f  th e  com p an y  w ere present w hen  
the rock was rem oved  for  transportation  to the  
M useum .

G e d e n k p la a t  O nthul
Op Saterdag 16 Junie 1973 het mev. Anna 
Walker, oudste dogter van Suid-Afrika se be- 
roemde lugvaartpionier John Weston, voor die 
woning te Brandfort waxir die gesin 21 jaar lank 
gewoon het, ’ngedenkplaat onthul. Hierdie plaat 
is deur die stadsraad aangebring om hulde te 
bring aan Weston m et die honderdste her- 
denking van sy geboortedag naamlik 17 Junie  
1873.

Op die fo to  verskyn mev . Walker, oud- 
Staatspresident C. R. Swart, die burgemeester 
van Brandfort, Raadslid Potgieter en mnr. 
Hannes Oberholzer, Direkteur van die Nasionale 
Museum, ’n Lywige publikasie oor die lewe van 
John Weston en ander pioniere van die lugvaart 
in Suid-Afrika word eersdaags deur die Museum 
■ui-gegee.




