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(’n Verkorte weergawe van die eerste van ’n reeks vroee-oggendradiopraatjies deur HannesOberholzer wat gedurende Desember 1974 uit-gesaai is.)
DIE w oord m useum  is afgelei van die Grieks“ M useion”  d it wil s£ ’n plek van die muse,oorspronklik  die w oonplek van die godinne van d ie skone kunste  en w etenskappe en la te r ’nplek om  in te  ontspan , te  peins en inspirasie tepu t. H ierheen is as o ffer aan die m use yoorwer-pe gebring vir oorpeinsing en inspirasie. BeidePlato e n P y th a g o ra s  gebruik dan  ook in hulgeskrifte d ie n«am m useion vir *n lokaal watnaif tem pel en  half akadem ie is.
Die la te re  beroem de Hellemstiese M useum vanA lexandria w at om streeks die jaar 280 voorChristus to t  stand gekom het, was in werklik-heid ’n  navorsingsentrum  w aar versamelingsnatuurlike en m ensgem aakte voorw erpe diew etenskaplike soektog na die w aarheid o m tren tdie godsdiens, geneeskunde, filosofie, dierkun-de, aardrykskunde ens., gestim uleer het.
Enige versameling voorwerpe is natuurlik  nognie ’n m useum  nie. D eur cfie loop  van die jarewas daar d an  o ok  v ear skill end e reaes  en  oorwe-ginge vir die o pb ou  van versam elings. In  dieeerste plek was a ie  m otivering vir versameling ’nekonom iese. Reeds in  die tyd  van die Griekehet versamelings van kunsskatte, juwelierswareen goud en silwer *n veilige belegging verteen-w oordig — ’n  beskerm ing van g e ld te e n  m o t enroes, m et ander w oorde, sekurite it. So w ordvert el d a t Cicero agtien villas vol kunsskattegehad het — voorw aar *n vet bankrekening!
Die versameling van Philip die vyfde van Spanje,opgebou deur ’n leerskare van buiters w atdw arsdeur Euro pa spesifiek vir hom  kunsskattebym ekaar gem aak het, veral ook m et die oog opstygende waardes, het die van al sy tydgenoteoortref.
Ander versamelings is weer opgebou vir sosialeprestige. H ieronder ressorteer die van koningPtolem y PM ladelphus w at sy skatte  in  skouspel-agtige op tog te  aeu r duisende slawe deur diesfrate van A lexandria laat dra h e t^ aso o k  Na­poleon se kunsversam eling La Musee N apoleon w at hy  in die Louvre byeengebring het.
In  d ie m iddeleeuse Europa het die alchem isteen sterrewiggelaars ’n nuwe soort versamelingopgebou w at bestaan het u it fossiele, doods-beendere, gesteentes, gelukbringers en behoed-m iddels, w at almal glo oor die een of andermagiese krag beskik. Op dieselfde wyse het diekerk o ok  versamelings opgebou waar in  selfskledingstukke en doodsbeendere van gestorweheiliges opgeneem  is. H ierdie voorw erpe isonder m eer gebruik om si ekes te  behandel en duiw els u it te  dryf.

Dit was in die Middeleeuse “laboratoriums" van alchemiste soos die een wat hierby afgebeeld is waarin van die vroegste versamelings van na-tuurhistoriese voorwerpe opgebou is.

Terloops, ’n  vroe£ negentiende eeuse katalogusvan soaanige versamelings to o n  dat daar toen-te rty d , versprei onder die kerke van E uropa, niem inder nie as agtien kakebene van Johannes dieDoper bestaan het! Wat nog m eer verrassend is, is d a t daar betrek lik  onlangs nog in die Keulen-se K atedraal ’n k inderskeael uitgestal was m etdie inskripsie: “ Skedel van Johannes die Doperop die ouderdom  van tw aalf.”

A PARASITE 
AND A

SPIDER
DURING O ctober 1974, Jakkie Pretorius, 
photographer of the Museum visited Levubu in 
the N orthern Transvaal and on his return 
brought along a few specimens of the lizard-
eating spider Palystes natalius.
One particularly large and beautiful female 
which was kept in a cage for observation and 
purposes of photography soon built a large 
whitish egg sac, and all concerned were thrilled 
by the prospect of being able to raise a few 
hundred babies of these interesting spiders.
Early one morning in December, however, a 
most peculiar and rarely seen insect hatched 
from this egg sac. Brown in colour and about 
four centimetres in length it looks like a cross 
between a wasp and a mantis. It is no such 
thing, however, but is a close relative o f the 
common ant lion which is well known because 
of the conical pits constructed in sandy soil by its larvae. A nt lions and their kin belong to the
insect order Neuroptera or nerve-winged insects 
(“ netvlerkinsekte” ). The peculiar mantis-likeparasite is a member of this order. The
Mantispidae are known as mantispids or “ vals- 
hotnotsgotte” . The large raptorial front legs is a 
characteristic of the mantispids.
Only a single mantispa larva enters each egg 
cocoon and preys upon the young spiders, 
piercing them with the pointed m outhparts in 
order to drink its body fluids. The larva changes 
shape with each moult and eventually pupates 
in the egg sac. Very little is known about the 
habits of the adult.
What makes the hatching of our mantispid all 
the more interesting is the fact th a t neither this 
particular species o f spider nor the parasite is 
known to occur in the Free State. Since the 
spiders brought to Bloemfontein was each keptin a separate cage with no soil or debris from
the area in which they were collected, the firstinstar larva o f the parasite, a tiny slender and
active insect, must have hitched a ride on the 
female spider in order to have been present 
when she laid her eggs in Bloemfontein!

(C .M .E .)

The female spider on her egg sac.

A
The immature stages o f  a mantispid. A. 
The active first instar larva. B. and C. 
The bloated maggot-like stages through 
which the larva goes prior to pupation.

(C.M.E.)
No, this is neither a wasp nor a “hotnotsgot”, but a mantispid which is a parasite o f  certainspiders. The adult mantispid is about 4 cm long. Note the beautiful wings and the mantis-Ukefron t legs by means o f  which it grasps its prey.

(R .A . H O L L ID A Y , courtesy N A T A L  
M USEUM )

The lizard-eating spider Palystes natalius 
with one o f its victims, a harmless gecko. 
This spider has an intensely active sol­
vent in its saliva which rapidly reduces 
the flesh o f  its prey to an easily assimi­lated liquid mass. A mere pea-sized ball
o f  dessicated bone and flesh is all that 
remains o f the little lizard. The body o f  
this spider is about 4 cm long.




