
Sonder n am ptelike perm it uitgereik deur d ie  Raad vir Nasionale Gedenkwuardighede, 
mag n iem and enige fossiele. k lipw erklu ie o f  die inhoud  van grafle o f  grotte wat deur 
die prehistoriese bewoners van ons land gebruik was, versamel o f opgrawe nie. V oor­
werpe van onskatbare w etenskaplike waarde is reeds deur onkundige versamelaars ver- 
nietig.
Die meegaande fo to  toon 'n besonder w aardevolle skedel van 'n nitgestorwe seekoei- 
soorl wat duisende iare gelede langs die Vaalrivier gelewe het. H ierdie skedel is etlike 
/are gelede deur personeellede van die M useum  m et die vriendelike m edew erking van 
m nr. I. M . H ipkin  op die plaas U itzoek, in die omgewing van Cornelia, uitgehaal.

CURB THE URGE TO 
COLLECT
Have you ever thought of building up your 
own private collection of fossils or stone 
tools? Here is a word of good advice: 
D on’t do it!
The  National Monum ents  Act of 1969 
established a National  Monuments Council 
which preserves all items of historical, 
archaeological and palaeontological interest. 
In  a  recent circular this Council  stated that 
"the  excavation and removal of  a rchaeo­
logical and palaeontological objects by u n ­
authorised persons results in the destruction 
of valuable scientific and cultural-historical 
material.  T he  offenders are usually people 
who are merely trying to satisfy an urge 
to collect. In many cases, however, they are 
people with a genuine interest in the early 
history of the country who in their ignor­
ance do untold harm because they do not 
collect or  excavate relics according to scien­
tific principles, cannot interpret their dis­
coveries or publish their results, and store 
their finds in private coleclions where they 
lie, useless and neglected. Tt should always 
be remembered that a fossil or  archaeologi­
cal specimen, without scientific observation 
of its real meaning, is worse than useless 
since it represents the destruction of scien­
tific evidence.”
According to the Act “no person may 
destroy, damage, excavate, alter, remove or 
export the anthropological or archaeological 
contents of graves, caves, rock shelters, 
middens or other places used by the pre­
historic or protohis toric occupants of South 
Africa, or any other archaeological or  
palaeontological object, unless he is in pos­
session of a permit issued by the National 
Monuments Council.”

These provisions also apply to rock p a in t ­
ings, rock engravings, stone age implements 
and fossils occurring on the surface or open 
sites. However, certain exceptions apply to 
mining, engineering and agricultural activi­
ties.
No doubt permits will only be granted to 
properly trained and experienced scientific 
investigators. The  object of this legislation 
is to prevent the destruction of valuable 
a 'chaeological and palaeontological sites and 
objects.
In the past, certain private individuals such 
as dr S. H. Rubidge of Graaff-Reinet 
have collected many valuable fossils. Such 
collections, if built up scientifically, i.e.

with every fossil and its locality clearly 
described, can contr ibute greatly to our 
knowledge of early  life in South Africa. 
However, such private collectors,  who for 
instance keep proper scientific records, are 
very seldom found.
The  law on the protection of archaeological 
and palaeontological objects cannot be en- 
fo rced without the help of the public. 
Notify the Police if you find vandals at 
work on such sites and contact your nearest 
museum when the fossilized remains of 
humans, animals and plants or  stone tools 
are found.

HET U GEWEET?
9  Die Nasionale Museum is op 20 Julie 

1877 gestig en op 20 Mei 1878 die 
eerste maal vir besigtiging deur die 
publiek oopgestel.

0  Die eerste voorsi tter van die Raad van 
Kura tore  was hoofregter (later Presi­
dent) F. W. Reitz.

#  ’n Mediese dokter, di.  H. Exton, was 
die eerste onbetaalde kurator.

0  Die Museum was gehuisves in die his- 
toriese Raadsaaltjie in St. Georgesstraat 
en is in 1915 na Wardenplein, in 
Aliwalstraat  (waar dit vandag nog gelee 
is) verskuif.

#  Die Nasionale Museum is die vierde 
oudste museum in die land. Die drie 
ouer museums is die Suid-Afrikaanse 
Museum, Kaapstad (1825), Albanie- 
museum, Grahanistad (1825) en die Port  
Elizabeth-museum (1857).

0  Hoewel die Nasionale Museum die
eerste museum in die Vrystaat was, hei 
die Vr\ messelaurslosie van Smithfield 
Vt.naf 1869 ’n versameling opgebou 
wat moonilik as n museum in die 
kleine beskou kon word. Hierdie ver- 
vimeling is latei aan die Nasionale 
Museum geskenk.

Drie panele m et opvoedkundige inligting o or \om m ige aspektc van die wtrLsaum hede tan  
die N asionale M useum , word in medew erking mi l die Direkloraat van K ulhiiii take  
(O .V.S.-streek), tydens kultn iirw eke op die pluiiehind ten tool\ ge^tel Die meegaande fo to  
is op n knituurw eek te K roonsiad geneein en toon m m  B C  ,Slivens. O pvoedkundige  
Beam pte van die M useum , hesig om  die \o rn n n v  van f .iw u le  nun leirlinge tu n  die 
K roonstadse H oerskool te verdnidelik. Die panele  /' r n d \  n■ lltd ifon ie in  i r  Y 'd jn e ifk tfJ ii  
vertoon en sal m et verloop  Vtin tyd  ook in tindei w-ntiu he\tgtig kan woul.

(Foto: Die K u o rd d ike  S u m)




