THOMAS BAINES

THE year 1975 marks the centenary of the
death of John Thomas Baines. He was the most
prolific of the artists who painted in South
Africa _durln? the mid-19th “century and the
most widely travelled of all the explorers in this
country. Baines arrived at the Cﬂze In 1842 and
died at Durban in May 1875. His travels took
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him to the Eastern Frontier where he became
the first official war artist in South Africa; to
Australia with Au%ustus ,Gre[gorel; to Mocam-
bique and the Zambesi with Dr Livingstone; to
South West Africa and the Victoria Falls with
James Chapman and his final explorations were
through the Transvaal and Matabeleland in
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collection of works of art housed in the National

search of gold. He was not only a pictorial
chronicler but also had the ability to make
words speak with the imagery of pictures. Like
his paintings, his books, journals and diaries,
display an eye never at rest.
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Dr G. W. S. Ferreira and his wife Dr M. Ferreira, internationally renowned entomologists, were
recently appointed to the staffof the National Museum.
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