
FOSSIL REPTILES OF THE 
SOUTH AFRIO\N KAROO Book Review

v

Dr M A Cluver, head o f the 
Department o f  Palaeontology at the 
South African Museum in Cape Town 
is the author o f  this very informative 
50-page booklet. It is specially written
for the uninitiated who would like
to know a little more about our fossil
reptile fauna. This fauna has made
South African famous with
palaeobiologists the world over and
the lack o f  appreciation locally must
be attributed to the fact that very
few general works on this subject
have been published to date. People
are also more easily impressed with
the gigantic dinosaurs o f  another
age and place, but the South African
Karoo reptiles shed light on the origin
not only o f  these huge animals,
but also the origins o f  the lizards and
mammals.

The book reads easily and is amply 
illustrated with line and colour 
drawings. Technical terms are 
restricted to the barest minimum and a 
glossary o f  these terms is found at 
the back. A short list o f  books for 
further reading is also appended.

Fossil R eptiles o f  the South African 
Karoo  can be ordered directly from 
the South African Museum, P O Box 
61, Cape Town, or from the National 
Museum by using the order form on 
this page. Please note that the booklet 
is available in both English and 
Afrikaans and you should indicate 
which language you would prefer.

Of course, you are most welcome to 
visit the Museum and buy the book  
in the foyer. There are quite a number 
o f articles on sale which might also be
o f interest to you.

Tnassic liin n  kin K  discerned Kctcntls-discovered 
mammals from die U pper Truuic Red Hods ol tlic 
Karoo includi I^yrWr/nrnim anti and
th i'v  run  ifxxnneni show ihai b \ the eiid o l the Karoo 
period, 19t> million \cars ago. a new d u s  o f  animal had 
appeared and stood reads to m im ic, much later, ihe 
great Age o f  Mammals

The (mil stages <>t num nial-likc reptile evolution 
took place in a Karoo environm ent vet) different from 
that o f  earlier timet The climate during tlic Red lied 
period hccame niucasingK hot and d r \ .  and the suc­
ceeding Cave Sandstone wai laid dow n m scrm-dcscrt 
conditions, where w ind-blown u n d  coveted large 
arcaj o f  the Karoo FmalK. all life in the Karoo Haim 
was swept awa\ h\ a K tin  o f  great volcanic outbursts. 
Streams o f  lava flowed over the landscape and built up 
to a huge thickness capping the entire Karoo lock 
succession. T oda) these volcanic rocks, known as the 
D takcm htrg basalti, form the towering Drakensberg 
Mountains hi tin  central and eastern parts o f  South 
Attica

Th* 15 cm Ipng ikuil ol 
h,{,!00ry\ anatfvancad 
mammalhka .apiila Item 
[ha Upm> Tiiat«c Had 
S tO ta lft Karoo W.lft it 
rodanlUk* kxrfh torn 
IntflO&n was onct 
laganSad «i Oft* of tfca tin

ORDER FORM: FOSSIL REPTILES O F THE SOUTH AFRICAN KAROO  

Please prin t

Name:

Address:

..............................................................................................Postal Code: ..............................

I would l ik e ....................copy/ies o f  the booklet in English

Ek bestel graag...............kopie/e van die boekie in Afrikaans.

Price per copy: R4-50 (including sales tax, packing and postage).
Please add 10 cents bank commission on cheques drawn outside Bloemfontein.

SIGNATURE

Please return the completed form to: Fossil Reptiles, c/o National Museum, 
P 0  Box 266, Bloemfontein, 9300, and allow a couple o f weeks for delivery.
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