
farewell museum art group

Members o f the M useum  A rt Group, w h ich  held its  f in a l exh ib ition  at the N a tiona l M useum  during  
M arch adm ire a p a in ting  by E ric  Laubscher They are Lotte W hite  (left), Ida Pepler and Dora Scott 
(right).
"I w ish  someone wou ld  say just  how  much Ida 
Pepler l ias done for Bloemfon te in, "  Lotte Whi te  
said to me as we were wa tch ing the f inal  
preparat ions being made for the Museum Art  
Group's f inal  exhibi t ion at the Nat ional  Museum  
Ida won ' t  talk about herself "She has been the 
dr iving force behind the g roup ."  Dora Scott told 
me showing me paint ings wor th  at least R13 
000  that, th rough Ida's efforts, the group has 
been able to give the Nat ional  Museum for its 
permanent art col lect ion

" I t  was Ida who  travelled to Johannesburg and 
Cape Town, seeing the latest exhibi t ions, buying  
wo r thwh i le  works, negot iat ing for art ists to 
exhibi t their wo rk  here,”  M rs  Scott cont inued

Ida Pepler was one of the found ing members of 
the Museum Art  Group, wh ich  started in 1968  
w i th  Renee le Roux, archi tect Elsie Keyser and 
Jean van Heerden. Later Dora Scott and Lotte 
White joined the Group

The group's target was to have three or four large 
exhib i t ions each year, w i th  smaller, one-man  
shows in between The f i rst  large exhib i t ion Ida 
organised was known as t  he Cape exhibi t ion and

(Condensed f rom an art icle by Gaye Davis, The

featured works by art ists such as Jean Welz, 
I rma Stern, Nerine Desmond, Maggie Laubscher  
Gregoire Boonzaire and Cecil Skotnes.

The Transvaal  exhibi t ion soon fol lowed, and the 
group formed l inks w i th  the Peter Stuyvesant  
Group — enabl ing them to hold the Barlach-  
Kolwitz exhib it ion Santam's col lect ion also 
found its way to the city

A l though a non-prof i t  organisat ion, individual  
art ists were charged a small  commiss ion for 
exhibi t ing W ith this, Ida Pepler found her way  
clear to buying works by Bettie Ci l l iers-Bernard,  
Hardy Botha, Cecil Skotnes, Alex and Mar ianne  
Podlashuc, Jan van Meijeren and Renee le Roux, 
among others — forming a valuable core 
col lect ion for the Nat ional  Museum

But now Ida Pepler and Lotte Whi te are leaving 
Bloemfontein,  and the Museum Ar t  Group wi l l  be 
no more. The group's dissolut ion is saddest, 
perhaps, for Dora Scott. "I f  it hadn' t  been for the 
group, Bloemfontein wou ld  never have seen the 
art it has seen," she said. " I t  fi l led a desperate 
need here When it's gone, wha t  wi l l  take its 
place-’ "  Q
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