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Abstract

Supersoft X-ray Sources (SSS) form Cl, highly luminous class of objects that emit more
than >- 90% of their energy in the supersoft X-ray band, i.e. below 0.5 keV. They are
generally believed to consist of a white dwarf with a more massive binary compan-
ion, resulting in thermal time-scale mass transfer to the white dwarf and associated
accretion. The high accretion rate of material onto the white dwarf is sufficient to
drive nuclear burning and accompanying soft X-ray emission on the white dwarf
surface, and may imply the presence of an accretion disc and significant mass out-
flow from some of these sources. However, SSS do not form a homogeneous class
and also include objects like planetary nebulae, symbiotic novae and cataclysmic
variables exhibiting nova outbursts. To investigate the phenomenon of accretion
and the nature of possible mass outflow in SSS. a sample of 3 candidate sources in
the Magelianic Clouds were identified for optical spectroscopic and X-ra.y studies:
CAL 83, N67 and SlVIC 13. The galactic symbiotic nova RR Tel was also included
in the study due to the evidence for an accretion disc implied by the double-peaked
Raman-scattered 0 VI emission. Signatures of disc accretion and mass ejection in
close binary supersoft sources (CBSS) like CAL 83, may provide evidence that such
systems can evolve towards another class of binary system, namely the cataclysmic
variables. Optical spectroscopic studies of CAL 83, NG7 and RR Tel were performed
with the Southern African Large Telescope (SALT) and the SAAO l.g-m Telescope,
and archived Chandm and XMM-Newton observations of the sources SMC 13 and
CAL 83 were also analysed. The optical spectra of CAL 83 exhibit evidence of line
broadening due to radial motion in an accretion disc, and a signature of possible
disc outflows is also present. A search for periodicity in the X-ray data of CAL 83
revealed indication of consistent periodic modulations at P '" 67 s, which could pos-
sibly be associated with the rotation period of a spun-up white dwarf. The presence
of a fast rotating vVD could provide a mechanism to explain the outflow inferred
from the optical spectrum. The widths of nebular emission lines of the planetary
nebula N67, as well as that of typical nebular lines in RR Tel are consistent with
the known expansion velocities of nebulae surrounding the central objects in these
systems.

Keywords: supersoft X-ray source - binary system - white dwarf - rotation period
- accretion - accretion disc - spectroscopy - emission line - orbital modulation -
stellar evolution



Opsomming

Sagte X-straal bronne (SSS) vorm 'n klas van voorwerpe met 'n baie hoë helderheid,
sodanig dat meer as cv 90% van die energie in die sagte X-straal band (:s 0.5 keY)
uitgestraal word. Daar word in die algemeen geglo dat hierdie bronne bestaan uit
'n wit dwerg en 'n swaarder binêre geselster. wat aanleiding gee tot massa-oordrag
na die wit dwerg op 'n termiese tydskaal, sowel as gepaardgaande akkresie. Die hoë
akkresietempo van materiaal op die oppervlak van die wit dwerg is voldoende om
kernbranding en gepaardgaande sagte X-straal emissie op die wit dwerg se opper-
vlak aan te dryf, en mag die teenwoordigheid van 'n akkresie-skyf en beduidende
massa-uitvloei vanaf sommige van hierdie bronne impliseer. SSS vorm egter nie 'n
homogene klas nie en sluit ook voorwerpe in soos planetêre newels, simbiotiese novas
en kataklismiese veranderlikes wat nova-uitbarstings ondergaan. Om die verskynsel
van akkresie en die aard van moontlike massa-uitvloei in SSS te ondersoek, is 'n
seleksie van 3 kandidaatbronne in die Magellaanse Wolke geidentifiseer vir optiese
spektroskopiese en X-straal studies: CAL 83, N67 en SMC 13. Die galaktiese sim-
biotiese nova RR Tel is ook in die studie ingesluit as gevolg van die bewyse vir 'n
akkresle-skyf wat deur die dubbelpieke van die Raman-verstrooide 0 VI straling
geïmpliseer word. Kenmerke van skyfakkresie en nu:\ssa-uitwerping in binêre sagte
X-straal bronne waarin die twee sterre nabyaan mekaar is, soos CAL 83, kan bewyse
verskaf dat sulke sisteme kan ontwikkel na 'n ander klas van binêre sisteme, naamlike
die kataklismiese veranderlikes. Optiese spektroskoplese studies van CAL 83, N67 en
RR Tel is uitgevoer met die Suider-Afrikaanse Groot Teleskoop (SALT) en die SAAO
1.9-m Teleskoop, en waarnemings uit die argiewe van Chandra en XlVfi\lI-Newton is
ook geanaliseer. Die optiese spektra van CAL 83 toon bewyse van lynverbreding
as gevolg van radiale beweging in 'n akkresieskyf, en 'n kenmerk van 'n moontlike
skyfuitvloei is ook teenwoordig. 'n Soektog na periodisiteit in die X-straal data
van CAL 83 het 'n aanduiding van konsekwente periodiese modulasies by P cv 67 s
opgelewer, wat moontlik geassosieer kan word met die rotasieperiode van 'n opge-
spinde wit dwerg. Die teenwoordigheid van 'n vinnig-roterende wit dwerg kan 'n
meganisme verskaf wat die uitvloei wat deur die optiese spektrum geïmpliseer word:
kan verduidelik. Die wydtes van die emissie-lyne van die planetêre newel N67, sowel
as die tipiese newel-lyne in RB. Tel is in ooreenstemming met die bekende uitset-
tingsnelhede van die newels wat die sentrale voorwerpe in hierdie bronne omring.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

The discovery of Supersoft X-ray Sources (SSS) in the 1980s with the Einstein satel-
lite, and the subsequent discovery of more SSS with ROSAT, initiated wide interest
in these systems. They were initially associated with accreting black holes or neu-
tron stars, but later studies revealed that these systems are most probably associated
with white dwarfs in binary systems accreting mass at a rate close to the Eddington
limit. However, the SSS class also includes objects like symbiotic novae and plane-
tary nebulae.

The association of close binary SSS with accreting white dwarfs in binary systems
poses an interesting question related to their possible evolution to cataclysmic vari-
able stars. This question becomes more relevant when the properties of cataclysmic
variables like AE Aquarii, e.g. a short rotation period, can only be explained in
terms of a high mass accretion history which required the magnetic white dwarf to
have accreted mass at a rate comparable to the Eddington rate (e.g. Meintjes 2002;
Schenker et al. 2002).

Associated with the high mass accretion rate is the transfer of angular momentum
to the accreting white dwarf. This may result in the compact white dwarf being
spun-up over time-scales comparable to that of the thermal time-scale over which
mass transfer takes place. The accretion of material at a rate close to the Eddington
limit may also sustain nuclear burning on the surface, resulting in supersoft X-ray
emission.

The accretion of matter onto the surface of the white dwarf at a rate that can
sustain nuclear burning implies the presence of a well-developed accretion disc in
the system. The availability of the Southern African Large Telescope (SALT) with
the Robert Stobie Spectrograph (RSS), as well as the capabilities of the Grating
Spectrograph on the SAAO l.9-m Telescope, opens up interesting possibilities for
spectroscopic studies of these systems to identify features associated with extended
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accretion discs and magnetosphere-disc interactions that may drive significant mass
outflow from the system. Mass outflow may provide ct significant drain of orbital
angular momentum that could sculpt the evolution of these systems. In this regard,
it is interesting to note that the recent discovery of circumbinary dust discs around
several cataclysmic variables by the Spitzer Space Telescope (e.g. Brinkworth et al.
2007) provides new evidence for mass outflow from white dwarf systerns.

Of special interest would be the possible identification of a modulation in the X-ray
data that may be associated with the rotation period of an accreting white dwarf.
The discovery of a spin modulation P :s 100 s will provide a valuable framework
within which the peculiar properties of a system like AE Aqr can be evaluated.
Therefore, a sample of SSS has been identified for optical spectroscopie and X-nLy
studies. The Magelianic Cloud targets chosen are the close binary supersoft source
CAL 83 in the Large Magelianic Cloud (LMC), the planetary nebula N67 (LE 0056.8-
7154) in the Small Magelianic Cloud (SMC) and the peculiar short-period SSS in
the SMC, lE 0035.4-7230 (hereafter referred to as SMC 13). In addition to these
main Magelianic Cloud sources, the symbiotic nova RR Telescopii in the Milky Way
has also been included due to an intriguing mechanism signalling the presence of an
accretion disc around the white dwarf, i.e. Raman scattering of 0 VI disc emission

from a region near the secondary star.

The first component of the observational investigation involves the application of
the technique of optical spectroscopy to the optical spectra of the binary systems
CAL 8:3 ..uid RR Tel. airning to identify accretion disc and mass outflow signatures
and the location of the associated emission regions. The optical spectral lines that
were detected in N67 are also discussed, and their structure explained by consider-
ing the possible temperatures in the system and the expected expansion velocity of

material moving away from the nucleus.

The second observational component comprises a discussion of X-ray data analysis
for the sources SlVIC 13 and CAL 83. Results of spectral and timing analysis of
Cha:n.dm data of SMC 13 is presented, which is utilized to constrain the white dwarf
mass and orbital modulation in the binary system. A search for periodic X-ray mod-
ulation, possibly associated with rapidly rotating white dwarfs, has been carried out.
Indications of such a modulation has been found in XMM-Newton data of CAL 83.

The thesis is structured. as follows: In Chapter 2 some of the basic properties of
binary emission are discussed. In Chapter 3, a discussion of spectroscopy as a
diagnostic tool in astrophysical environments is presented. Chapter 4 presents a
broad overview of the general properties of supersoft X-ray sources. In Chapter 5, a
literature review of the targets selected for this study is presented, providing a multi-
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wavelength perspective on relevant accretion-related phenomena in each source. The
results of the optical spectroscopic and Xvray stuclies are presented in Chapter 6
and Chapter 7 respectively. Chapter 8 summarizes the main results and provides a,

perspective of future work that is perceived for the targets under discussion.



(2.1)

Chapter 2

Accretion in Binary Stars

2.1 Binary stars

Probably more than half the stars III the universe are actually multiple systems,
consisting of two (or even more) stars orbiting their centre of mass. A binary system
consists of two stars which are in continuous orbital motion about their centre of
mass. The angle between the normal to the orbital plane and the line of sight to an
earthly observer is called the inclination of the binary system (see e.g. Carrell and
Ostlie 1996, Chapter 7). The orbital motion of the two stars is governed by Keplers
third law:

where G is the gravitational constant", Jdl and JI12 the masses of the two stars, Porb

the orbital period, and (I, = al + a2 the semi-major axis of the orbit (also called the
binary separation). The distances al and (1,2 are the semi-major axes of the orbits
of the two stars about the centre of mass of the system respectively.

If the two stars can be visually resolved, the system is called a oisuol binaTy. In most
cases, the stars are too close together and/or too far away to be visually resolved,
and the spectra of the two stars will then blend into one spectrum. However, if the
inclination of such a system is larger than 0°, periodic Doppler shifts in the observed
spectral lines can still reveal the binary nature of such a system, These are called
speetteseopie binaries. More details related to spectral lines and the Doppler effect
are presented in Chapter 3.

If only one of the stars has an observable spectrum, with the other one being too
faint. the system is classified as iel. single-lined spectraseopie system. The changing
radial component of the orbital velocity of the bright star will cause the central
wavelength of each of its spectral lines to continuously oscillate about its rest wave-
length at a period equal to the binary period Porh' If the spectrum of the other star

1A list of all the physical constants used in this work is provided in Appendix A.
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To Earth

Time

(a) (b)

Fig. 2.1: (a) Circular orbits (é = 0) of the components of a binary star about their centre
of mass. (h) The corresponding sinusoidal radial velocity curves, with the semi-amplitudes
Kl and K2 indicated. The radial velocity of the centre of mass is VD - this is also known
as the systemic velocity of the system. It is assumed that i = 90°. (Adapted from Carroll
and Ostlie 1996, p. 209, Fig. 7.5.)

is visible as well, the same periodic changes in the spectral line positions will be
observed - however, when one star is moving towards us, the other will be moving
away from us and vice versa, therefore the lines from the two stars will alternately
oscillate in different directions about the rest wavelength. This is called a double-

lined spectraseopie system.

A radial velocity curve can be constructed by measuring the wavelength changes
of the spectral lines over time, and from this the binary period and also the semi-
amplitude of the radial velocity curve, J(, can be determined. An example of a
double-lined spectroscopie system with an inclination of 90°, together with its ra-
dial velocity curves, is shown in Fig. 2.1. When the orbital eccentricity, e, is non-zero,
the radial velocity curves have a. different shape and bocom« sleewed.

However, the orbits of many binaries are nearly circular, and therefore the eccen-
tricity is very small (é « 1). Then the speeds of the two stars are more or less
constant, with 'VIand'V2 the speeds of the stars with masses lU] and Ah respectively.

Then the speeds are given by

'Uj and
271"0.2

'1)2=--
Porb

(2.2)

Also: from the definition of the centre of mass,

(2.3)
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'Ul
(2.4)

which, when substituting al and a2 from Eq. (2.2), yields

The radial velocity semi-amplitudes for the two stars are given by

Kl = V1 sin i and (2.5)

Using Eq. (2.5), Eq. (2.4) can now be rewritten in terms of the semi-amplitudes:

(2.6)

By using Eq. (2.2) and Eq. (2.5), the binary separation can be expressed as

(2.7)

Substituting the above into Kepler's third law, Eq. (2.1), yields the following ex-
pression for the total mass of the system:

(2.8)

The period Porh is represented by one full wavelength on the radial velocity curve
of anyone of the stars. If the inclination i is also known, it is evident that the
sum of the masses can only be obtained if the radial velocities of both stars can be
measured. After substitution of K2 = J(11vh/M2 from Eq. (2.6), Eq. (2.8) becomes

(2.9)

or, after some rearrangement,

(2.10)

The right-hand side of the equation above is known as the mass [unction, and de-
pends only on the binary period and the radial velocity semi-amplitude of one of the
stars. In the case of a. single-lined spectroscopic binary, Eq, (2.6) does not provide
information on the mass ratio, as I{2 is unknown, and the mass function can now
only provide information on the masses of the stars if one of them can be estimated
by e.g. its spectral class. In the case of a double-lined spectroscopic binary, exact
values of Ai] and 1\12 can be obtained if the inclination -i is known or can be estimated.

In some binary systems, mass is transferred from one star (called the secondary)

7



2.2 Accretion luminosity

to the other (called the primary). The transferred mass is "captured" or occreted
by the primary star, with the subsequent release of energy. Of particular interest
to our discussion is the class of eintipact bisiaries, where the primary star is either
a white dwarf, a neutron star or a. black hole. The next couple of sections provide
an overview of the fascinating physical processes associated with mass transfer and
accretion, and also of the properties of accretion discs, which often form around the
primary star in accreting binaries. The discussion is mainly based on the approach
of Frank, King and Raine (2002, Chapters 1, 4, 5 and 6), with contributions from
similar discussions by Longair (1994, Chapter 16) and Vietri (2008, Chapters 6 and

7).

Consider a star with m&'3S M and radius R*. The gravitational potential energy
that will be released by a mass 'm accreting onto the surface of the star is given by

= 6.65 X 10-25 cm2 , (2.13)

GMm
6.Eaee = -R--

,*
(2.11)

If we assume that all the gravitational potential energy of the infalling matter is
converted to radiation at the surface of the star, we are led to the following expression

for the accretion luminosity: cu».
Lace = ---R.

(2.12)

It is evident that the accretion luminosity of a star with a certain compactness
M / R*, is dependent on the accretion rate rn. However, at high luminosity, the
outward momentum which is transferred from the radiation to the accreting matter
will have a. significant effect on the accretion process. This means that there exists a.

maximurn luminosity for a star with a given mass. This is known &'3 the Eddington

limit.

2.3 The Eddington limit

We can estimate the Eddington limit by making the following assumptions: the
accretion is steady and spherically symmetric and the aceteting material mainly
consists of ionized hydrogen. The radiation exerts an outward force on the accreting
material through Thomson scattering, which can he described as the interaction of
photons with charged particles. The Themson scattering cross-section for electrons

is given by (Longair, 1992, p. 94)

8



LE =
47fcG 1Ihn,) 38 M 1

, -------.!::. ;:::::;1.25 x 10 - erg s"
eTT NIC')

(2.16)

where e is the charge of an electron, Tr1e the mass of an electron and c the speed of
light ill vacuum. The scattering cross-section for protons is smaller than that for
electrons by a factor of m~lm~;:::::;:3 x 10-7, with mp the mass of a prot,on. The effect
of Themson scattering will therefore he much larger for the free electrons than for
the protons, but the attractive electrostatic force between the protons and electrons
will drag the protons along.

It can be shown that the outward radial force of radiation with luminosity L acting
all each proton-electron pair is equal to the rate at which the electron absorbs
momentum from the radiation, i.e.

(2.14)

where 7· is the radial distance from the source. The inward gravitational force acting

on each proton-electron pair is given by

(2.15)

The Eddington limit represents the situation where the inward and outward forces
are equal (Fg = Fr) and the associated luminosity is called the Eddington luminosity
LE. Therefore, from Eq. (2.14) and Eq. (2.15),

where 1I1C') is the solar mass''. (If the accretion only takes place over a fraction f of
the star surface, the limiting luminosity will be fLE·)

For accretion power exceeding LE, the larger radiation pressure will inhibit accre-
tion onto the compact object. If all the source luminosity was accretion driven, the
source would hereby be switched off. However, if there were other contributions
to the luminosity, e.g. nuclear fusion, the outer layers of source material would be
blown off by the radiation pressure.

There exists a su b-class of low-mass Xvray binaries (LMXBs) called "X-ray bursters" ,
which are characterized by rapid and dramatic X-ray bursts caused by explosive ther-
monuclear explosions on the surface of an accreting neutron star. The maximum
burst luminosity of these sources was found to be ;:::::;1.8 x 1038 erg S-l, which cor-
responds to the Eddington limit for a 1.4A1(.) neutron star according to Eq. (2.16)
(Seward and Charles, 2010, p. 209-211). Because neutron stars in different binary
systems have more or less the same mass, this maximum burst flux from an X-ray

2See Appendix A.
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In the Roche approach, we consider the behaviour of a test particle influenced by
the resultant gravitational field of two massive bodies orbiting each other - in this
case, the two stars in the binary system. We assume the following: the stars are
so massive that the test particle does not have an influence on their orbits, and
they can be regarded as condensed point masses for the purposes of the analysis.
This implies that the stars trace out Keplerian orbits about each other in a plane,
according to Eq. (2.1). The gas flow between the stars rnust obey the Euler equation,
which describes the conservation of momentum for each gas element. The general

Euler equation is
[Jv

p~ + p(v· 'V)v = -'V P + f ,
ot;

where v is the velocity field, (J the density and P the pressure of the gas and f the

(2.17)

hurster can therefore be used as CL "standard candle" to estimate the distance to

such a source.

2.4 Mass transfer In binary systems

The two main processes through which mass transfer in binary systems occurs,
are Roche lobe overflow and stellar winds. Roche lobe overflow and accretion disc:
formation will be the focus of discussion in this section. In some cases where the
R.oche lobe of the secondary is not filled, mass transfer may still take place when
the primary neeretes matter from a stellar wind blowing from the secondary star.

See e.g. Bondi and Hoyle (1944) for more details.

2.4.1 Roche lobe overflow

density of external forces acting on the gas. Written in terms of a reference frame

that rotates with the binary system, the Euler equation has the form

av 1_ + (v· \J)v = -'V<Dn - 2w x v - -'VPm np'
(2.18)

where w is the angular velocity of the binary system relative to an inertial frame,

which can be expressed as

[GM]~w= _- e
0,3

(2.19)

if e is H, unit vector perpendicular to the orbital plane. The first term on the left-
hand side of Eq. (2.18) represents local acceleration, and the second the convection
of momentum by velocity gradients. The term -2w x v represents the Coriolis
force per unit mass, while - ~'VP represents the effect of pressure gradients. The
term - \J<Dn.incorporates grnvitational and centrifugal forces, where <Dn.is the R.oche

10



Fig. 2.2: (a) The Roche potential surface for a binary system with a mass ratio of q = 0.25
and (b) its sections in the orbital plane for <DR constant. The labels 1 to 7 indicates surfaces
of increasing <DR. Also shown are the centre of mass (CM) and the Lagrange points L1 - L5'
(Adopted from Frank et al 2002, p. 51-52, Fig. 4.2. and Fig. 4.3.)

The vector r extends from the centre of mass of the system to any particular point
at which <PR(r) is evaluated. The vectors rl and r2 represent the positions of the
centres of the primary and the secondary star respectively, also measured from the
centre of mass. In Fig. 2.2, the three-dimensional Roche potential and its projection
are plotted for a binary with a mass ratio of q = 1'\12/Ml = 0.25; however, the
qualitative features are applicable to any mass ratio. The figure-of-eight curve is
especially significant. When it is plotted in 3 dimensions, it has a dumbbell shape
which forms a teardrop shaped lobe around each star which is known as the Roche
lobe of the star. The connecting point between the Roche lobes is LJ, the inner
Lagrange point. LI is CL saddle point in the function <PR, therefore material close to
LI in one of the lobes will rather pass through LI to the other lobe than escaping
the critical surface entirely.

If both of the stars are considerably smaller than their respective Roche lobes, and if
the axial rotation of each is synchronous with the orbital motion, the surface of each
will correspond to one of the circular equipotential surfaces within the Roche lobe
that are illustrated in Fig. 2.2. No mass is transferred through the LI point and the
binary is said to be detached. If one of the stars fills its Roche lobe. thermal motions

(a)

potential, given by

(b)

GNh 1( -, )2.,---~--wxr
Ir-r21 2

(2.20)
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á, j ]\1 il'r1 ]\,j 2
- = 2- + - - 2- - 2-
a J ]\If Ml l1h

(2.25)

can push gas across the L1 point into the Roche lobe of the primary star, where it will
eventually acerete onto the primary. The lobe-filling condition can be maintained
either by further evolutionary expansion of the secondary, or by shrinkage of its
Roche lobe as Ct result of the loss of angular momentum from the binary system.
Such a system is called a se'rni-detached binary. If both stars fill their Roche lobes

at the same time, the system is classified as a contact binary.

2.4.2 Roche lobe geometry

The dimensions of each Roche lobe can be described in terms of a sphere with the
same volume as the teardrop shaped lobe. The approximate formula of Eggleton

(1983),
0.49q2/3 (2.21)

0.6q2/3 + In (1 + ql/3)

is quite accurate for all values of the mass ratio q, where RL,2 is the Roche lobe
radius of the secondary. The Roche lobe radius of the primary (RL,l) is obtained
by replacing q with q-l. Accordillg t.o Paczyriski (1%7), the following sim plifiod

formula can be used for 0.1 :::. q :::.0.8:

RL,2 2
_- = 3"/3

(/.

(2.22)

The distance bl from the centre of the primary star to the LI point is given by a

fitted formula of Plavee and Kratochvil (1964):

bl_..:...= 0.500 - 0.227 log Cf .
a

(2.23)

2.4.3 Binary evolution

Mass transfer from the secondary to the primary will obviously change the mass
ratio q. The redistribution of angular momentum through the mass transfer can
also cause a change in the period Porb and binary separation (1" which are directly
linked to the sizes of the Roche lobes. It can easily be shown that the orbital angular

momentum J of the binary system can be expressed as

1/2
(Ga)J = M] M? -.- .- M

(2.24)

Logarithmic differentiation of Eq. (2.24) with respect to time yields

12



iI, 2) 2(-i.~ih)(. )-=-+ l-q
a .] A!2

(2.26)

Since the secondary star is losing mass, lIh < O. It can usually be assumed that
all the material lost by the secondary i:>accreted onto the primary, therefore 11:1=
MI + Ah = O. Then Eq. (2.25) becomes

In the case of coiiseroatioe 1TW8S transfer, not only the total binary mass, but also
the angular momentum is conserved. When substituting) = 0 in Eq. (2.26), it
becomes clear that the binary separation will increase (á > 0) if conservative mass
transfer takes place from the less massive to the more massive star (q < 1), and that
transfer from the more massive to the less massive star (q > 1) will decrease the
binary separation.

Logarithmic differentiation of Eq. (2.22) and the combination of the result with
Eq. (2.26) yields

R~,2 = 2J + 2( -lIih) (~ _ q)
RL.2 J M2 6

If q > 5/6, conservative mass transfer will shrink the Roche lobe down on the

(2.27)

secondary star and any angular momentum loss from the system will enhance this
effect. The ROc]H' lobe overflow ill such a. case call bocome very unstablo and OCCllI'S

on a dynamical time-scale if the star has a convective envelope, and on a thermal
time-scale if the star has a radiative envelope. If fj < 5/6, conservative transfer
will cause an expansion of the Roche lobe of the secondary, in which case overflow
may only continue if the secondary expands or if the binary system loses angular
momentum.

2.4.4 Time-scales

The different time-scales that are important in binary evolution are the following
(e.g. Verbunt 1993), related to the secondary star:

• The nuclear time-scale is given by

io (Nh) (LO)
Tnuc ~ 10 111o L

2
Yr , (2.28)

where Lo is the solar luminosity. This is the time-scale on which the star
expands due to hydrogen burning in its core.

• The therttuil time-scale,

. 7(M2)2(RO) (Lo)
Tth ~ 3.1 x 10 ilI(:) R

2
L
2

yr , (2.29)
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(2.31)

represents the time-scale on which the star tries to restore perturbed thermal

equilibrium.

e The time-scale on which a star restores its perturbed hydrostatic equilibrium

is the dyrw:m'ical time-scale, i.e.

( )
1/2 ( )MG R2

Tdyn ~ 0.04 ~,!' -R.J 2 ',(.)
days. (2.30)

2.4.5 Accretion disc formation

The material transferred from the secondary star through the LI point usually has
a very high specific angular momentum, preventing it from aceteting directly onto
the primary star. Unless the orbital period of the binary system is very long, the
material transferred through LI (when viewed from the primary) will appear to
move almost orthogonally to the line joining the two stars. This can be illustrated
as follows: From Eq. (2.1), the binary separation can be conveniently expressed as
a = 2.9 x 1011('111.,)1/3(1 + q)I/3 p;~: cm, where ml = Ilh/N!8' The component of
the stream velocity orthogonal to the line of centres in a non-rotating frame is given

by

However, if the secondary surface temperature near the LI point is r'o.J 105 K, then
the local sound speed is Cs r'o.J 106 cm S-l, in which case v1. will typically be highly

supersonic.

After entering the Roche lobe of the primary, the material falls ballistically into the
gravitational field of the primary star. During such a ballistic trajectory, gravita-
tional potential energy is converted to kinetic energy, but there is no energy losses
due to friction, shocks or radiation. The ballistic stream will intercept itself several
times while falling through the Roche lobe of the primary, with energy loss occurring

through shocks and the associated emission of radiation.

However, the material still possesses all the angular momentum it had when passing
through DL, and it will eventually tend to orbit the primary in the binary plane in
an orbit corresponding to the lowest energy for the angular momentum it possesses,
i.e. a circular Keplerian orbit. This Keplerian orbit must have the same associated
specific angular momentum HS the transferred gas had when emerging from L" and
the Keplerian radius at which this condition is met, is called the circularization
radius, Reire. It can be shown that the circularization radius for Roche lobe "Overflow

14



Rcirc = (1+ q)(O.500 - O.22710gq)4 .
IJ,

(2.32)

is given by

( ').3)( ).'1Rcire = 41f-u, 1)1,

a GM1 Porb CL

which becomes

by means of Eq. (2.1). Applying the formula of Plavee and Kratochvil (1964) in
Eq. (2.23) then yields

The radius ReiH; is always smaller than RL,] the Roche lobe radius of the primary.
If the primary star is a compact object, Rcirc will be larger than the radius of the
primary. For some systems with an extended primary (e.g. the Algol variables),
Rcire may be smaller than the radius of the primary star, resulting in the accreting
material crashing onto the primary surface without the formation of an accretion
disc.

The original ring of matter at R = Rcirc will spread out to smaller and larger radii due
to the effect of viscosity. The inner parts of the ring will transfer angular momentum
to the outer parts and will spiral closer to the primary due to the angular momentum
loss. The outer parts, having gained angular momentum, move to orbits farther away
from the primary. This extended disc of material that is slowly spiralling in towards
the primary star is called an accretion disc. The outer edge of the disc will be at
a radius Rout obeying Rcire < Rout < RL,l. The angular momentum transferred to
the outer edge of the disc is possibly recanalized into the binary orbit by tidal forces
exerted by the secondary star on the outer region of the disc.

2.5 Accretion discs

2.5.1 Thin disc properties

In the thin disc opinoximation; it is assumed that the disc material lies very close to
the plane z = 0 in cylindrical polar coordinates (R, cjJ, z) and the disc is essentially
rcga.rJ(~d Cl.') il two-diuieusioual gas flow.

The density and total mass of the disc material is much lower than that of the
primary, therefore the self-gravity of the disc is negligible and the orbits of the
spiralling material will be Keplerian. with the angular velocity given by

(GM) 1/2
ih,(R) = R3 (2.33)
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(2.35)

G(R+dR)

Fig. 2.3: Differential viscous torque acting on an accretion disc annulus. (Adopted from
Frank et al. 2002, p. 68, Fig. 4.9.)

and the circular velocity by

(
Gj\1) 1/2

'UK = RnK(R) = R ' (2.34)

where, for the sake of brevity, A1 is now used instead of Ah for the mass of the
primary star. The spiralling motion can be described by a radial "drift" velocity
'UR, which is a function of Rand t. Near to the primary, 'UR is negative, signifying

movement towards the primary star.

It is quite obvious from Eq. (2.33) that gas elements at different radii will move
at different angular velocities. This enables the transfer of angular momentum in
directions orthogonal to the gas motion by the process of sheer viscosity. It can
be shown that the viscous torque exerted by the outer ring on the immer ring at a

radius R in an accretion disc is given by

where 1/ is the coefficient of kinematic viscosity, and n' = ~~.The mass per unit
surface area is described Ly the surface density, E, which is a function of Rand
t. The viscous torque exerted by the inner ring on the outer ring has the same
magnitude as the expression in Eq. (2.35), but with an opposite sign. Since 0,' < 0,
this means that the outer ring exerts H. negative torque on the inner ring, confirming
the braking of the inner layers 1:1S a result of the friction exerted by the outer layers.

An annulus of disc material between Rand R + dR is subject to the competing
torques G(R) and G(R + dR), as shown in Fig. 2.3. G(R + dR) will tend to re-
move angular momentum from the material, while increasing the orbital speed '/Jl(,

corresponding to an orbit closer to the primary. G( R) will tend to transfer angular
momentum to the material, while decreasing the orbital speed 'UK, corresponding to
a wider orbit. The difference between the two torques can be expressed as a~}~) d.R,
which is the net torque trying to speed up the material. The rate of work by viscous
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, _ ~~ ( 1/2)on - ERl/2 DR vER . (2.42)

torques is therefore given by

n_j}_C(R)dR = ,D [G(R)D]rlR - G(R)~I' dR .
(JR (JR

(2.36)

The first term on the right-liand side describes the transfer of angular momentum
through the disc, while the second term represents the rate of viscous dissipation,
i.e. the rate at which energy is "lost" to radiation. This energy is radiated from the
upper and lower surfaces of the accretion disc. Each ring has an upper and a lower
plane surface each with area 2nRdR, therefore the rate of emission per unit plane
surface area can be expressed as

D(R) = G(R)n'dR = G(R)n' = ~vE(Rn')2
2(2n RdR) 4n R 2 '

(2.37)

or, for a Keplerian disc, from Eq. (2.33),

(2.38)

The total mass of an annulus between Rand R + dR is 27fREdR, and its total
angular momentum is 2nRER2ndR. By differentiating the mass expression with
respect to time, it can be shown that the mass conservation equation is

(JE i)
R~ + 'i'.l (REvR) = 0 .ut oR

(2.39)

The equation for the conservation of angular momentum is obtained in a similar
way, and is given by

(2.40)

after including the contribution of angular momentum transport by viscous torques,
and after simplifying by means of Eq. (2.39) (assuming that on/Ot = 0).

Eliminating '(JR by combining Eq. (2.39) and Eq. (2.40), and by using the expressions
for nand G(R) in Eq. (2.33) and Eq. (2.35), the equation describing the time
evolution of the surface density in a Keplerian disc is obtained:

DE = }_~ [Rl/2~ (VER1/2)] .
(JL R (JR on (2.41)

It also follows from Eq. (2.35) and Eq, (2.40) that the drift velocity is given by

It is evident that the kinematic viscosity v plays a key role in the quantification
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(2.44)

of the properties of the accretion disc. However, it is no trivial exercise to obtain
an appropriate value for IJ. In this regard, the famous a-prescription of Shakura
and Sunyaev (1973) plays a very important role in the description of viscosity, and

therefore of many structural properties, of accretion discs.

For any gas fiow. the Reynolds number is defined as

(2.43)

with L, V and T the typical dimensions of length, velocity and time for the fiow.
For small ~, molecular viscosity plays a dominant role, while for large values,
i.e. ~ 2: 10:;, the fiow becomes turbulent. An estimate of the Reynolds number
by considering typical parameters for accretion discs around compact objects yields
~ ~ 1012, and this may lead to the conclusion that the gas fiow in an accretion disc

is turbulent.

The problem with this possibility is that. since 0,' < 0 in Keplerian discs, they are
actually stable against hydrodynamic turbulence, i.e. the Rayleigh criterion

is satisfied in the disc. Therefore, stabilizing Coriolis forces will tend to smooth out
any hydrodynamic instabilities in the disc (see Balbus and Hawley (1998) and ref-
erences therein). The stabilization will take place on a dynamical time-scale, which
is of the order of the Keplerian period at that particular point in the disc. At the

outer edge of the disc, this is of the order of <"'oJ 1 hour.

In ct turbulent flow, it is observed that the largc-scale eddies divide into sinaller and
smaller whirls and eddies down to a microscopic scale. This process through which
the kinetic energy of large-scale turbulent motion is successively subdivided until it
contributes to the thermal motion of particles on atomic level, is known as a Kol-
mogorov cascade. For turbulent motion in an accretion disc near to the outer edge
of the disc, the time required for the energy of turbulent motion to be subdivided
to the scale of thermal motion, is of the same order as the dynamical time-scale
(or Keplerian period as mentioned above). This means that the turbulent kinetic
energy can be converted to thermal energy before the turbulence is smoothed out,
and the higher local gas temperature can then increase the disc viscosity.

Even though hydrodynamic turbulence can not be sustained in a Keplerian disc,
magneto- hydrodynamic (:iVIHD)processes in a magnetized disc can succeed in creat-
ing sustainable turbulence. Coupling of fiuid elements at different radii by magnetic
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(2.45)

field lines may also be an effective way of transferring angular momentum in the
disc. The origin of the niagnetic fields niay he related to dynarno effects. However.
the exact nature and origin of l\IIHD processes is still not quite clear.

If' we can indeed consider the viscosity as turhulent, then the viscosity parameter
can be expressed by 1/ '" At.lIl'hVtlll'b, where Atul'b is the scale of the turbulent eddies
and 'lJtul'b is their turnover velocity. It can safely be assumed that 'lJtul'b is subsonic,
otherwise shocks would most likely therrnalize the turbulent motion. Also, Atul'b ;S
H. Thus, under the assumption of turbulence (which is not at all certain), the
viscosity can be written as

where we expect 0: ;S 1. This is only a parametrization rather than a solution, as our
uncertainty related to the viscosity is now just confined to Cl:. However, the thin disc
structure can be solved in terms of 0', and observed properties of accreting systems
can then be used to obtain empirical values of 0:. According to King, Priugle and
Livio (2007), observational evidence suggests that, for thin, fully ionized discs, the
typical range for 0: is '" 0.1 - 0.4, while many theoretical models predict o-values
that are at least an order of magnitude smaller than this. According to Balbus
and Hawley (1998), typical values of 0: from three-dimensional lvIHD sirnulations

range from r- 0.01 - 0.6. However, the determination of appropriate values of Cl: for
different accretion disc scenarios is still a subject (Jf considerable controversy.

2.5.2 Steady thin discs

When external conditions does not change on short time-scales, the disc structure
is approximately in a steady state, i.e. 8/fJt = O. Then the integration of the mass
conservation equation, Eq. (2.39), yields R2:,'UR = constant. This quantity represents
the inward flow of mass through every point on the disc: and because 'UR < 0, the
mass accretion rate (in g S-l) can be written as

(2.46)

Integration of the momentum conservation equation, Eq. (2.40) yields the following,
where G(R) is obtained from Eq. (2.35):

-1/2:,0' = L:( -'Un)O + ~
27rR

(2.47)

The integration constant C in the equation above is related to the rate of angular
momentum transfer from the inner part of the disc to the primary star.

If the disc extends all the way to the surface of the primary star, mass accretion
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1/L.. - - 1- - .

3n R
(2.49)

occurs at the bo'UndaTy lay er. The angular velocity of the stellar material on the
primary surface must be smaller than the Keplerian velocity to prevent break-up,
i.e. n* < nJ«(R*). Therefore, the angular velocity in the disc increases with decreas-
ing R according to Kepler's law, until it starts to decrease to the final value n* (at
R = R*). The initial increase, followed by a decrease, implies that there is a radius
R = R" + b where n' = O. The radius R* + b is defined to be the outer limit of the

boundary layer with radial thickness b.

In practice, usually b « R". and n can then be approximated with its Keplerian
value from Eq. (2.3:)) at the point where n' = O. 'When using this assumption, and

R = R* + b ~ R* in Eq. (2.47), the integration constant becomes

(2.48)

with the accretion rate given by Eq, (2.46). With this value of C, Eq. (2.47) yields

Eq. (2.49) can now be substituted into Eq. (2.38) to yield an expression for the
viscous dissipation rate per unit surface area that is independent of viscosity:

D(R) = 3GMri" [ _ (R.. ) 1/2]
1, 8n R:3 1 R . (2.50)

As there is basically no vertical (i.e. in the z-direction) flow of matter through disc,
hydrostatic equilibrium must hold in the z-direction. The external force on the
disc elements is the gravitation of the primary, and for a thin disc, we assume that
z «R. Then the equilibrium is described as follows by the z-component of the
Euler equation, Eq. (2.17), with all the velocity terms equal to zero:

1or
p oz (2.51)

The local sound speed is given by

.2 _ P
Cs - - ,

p
(2.52)

and with H the vertical scaleheight of the accretion disc, we have DP / Dz '" P / H
and z r- H. From Eq. (2.51), the scaleheight can then be expressed as

(
R ) 1/2 Cs

11~ Res G~1 = R-Tl,' 'UI(
(2.53 )
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(2.57)

where UK is given by Eq. (2.:34). Bccause .c '" H, we have H « R, therefore it is
required that

(GM) 1/2
LS « 'UI< = R (2.54)

In other words, under the thin disc approximation, the local Keplerian velocity must
be highly supersonic.

From Eq. (2.46) and Eq. (2.49), it is evident that the drift velocity can be expressed
as

3v [ (R*) 1/2]-1
vn = - 2R 1- R ' (2.55)

therefore 'UR IS of the order v/ R. From the o-parametrization in Eq. (2.45), we
obtain

1/ H
'UI" '" - rv oe· - « L.

1. R S li. s ,

proving that VR is highly subsonic.

(2.56)

In situations where the thin disc approximation is valid, the temperature and pres-
sure gradients arc along the z-direction, and the vertical disc structure at a certain
radius can be treated cIS a one-dimensional case of normal stellar structure. If the
disc material is isothermal in the z-direction, solution of Eq. (2.51) yields

with Pc(R) the central disc density (at z = 0). An approximate central density can
be obtained with P = L-/H.

The disc pressure can be expressed as the sum of the gas pressure and radiation
pressure:

P = pkTc + 40'T4
p:m.p 3c c ,

where f.t is the mean molecular weight and 0' the Stefan-Boltzrnann constant, and it
is assumed that T(R,z) ~ Tc(R) = T(R,O). If the disc is optically thick, i.e. T =

(2.58)

pHKR = L-KR » 1 (see Section 2.7 for a discussion of optical depth), the flux of
radiant energy through a surface for which z = constant is

3
F (z) = -160'T uT cv 40'T4 (z) ,

3K.RP fJz 3T
(2.59)

where KR is the Rosseland mean opacity. If T~ » T4(H), it can be shown that the
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D(R) = F(H) - F(O) = ~~1; (2.60)

dissipation rate per unit surface area in Eq. (2.50) can also be approximated as

The equations describing the structure of cL steady, thin disc are summarized below.
The eight unknowns, p, I;, H, CS, P, Tc, 7 and 1/, can be solved as functions of rit,

M: Rand D', or any other parameters determining 1/.

I;
p=-

H

H = Res (G~;f) 1/2
? PC; =-, p

P = pkTc + 4a T4
J.irnp 3c c (2.61)

D(R) = 4aT4 = 3GJ1Hn [1- (RR,,*)1/2]
. 37 c 8n R3

. [ (R )1/2]'m, ,,*
,/I; = 3n 1 - R

2.5.3 Solution for the standard o'-model

The steady disc equations in the previous section can now be solved for the simple
case where the viscosity is described by the o-parametrization in Eq, (2.45), and
where p and Tc have such values that Kramer's law can be used to approximate the

Rosseland mean opacity:

(2.62)

Also, the radiation pressure term, (4a /3e )1~1,is omitted from the fourth equation
in the system (2.61). A value of 0.615 is used for u, representing a fully ionized
"cosmic" gas mixture. The equations in (2.61) is now solved algebraically, and
the o-disc solution of Shakura and Sunyaev (1973) becomes the following, with
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f' [ 1/2]}1/4
T(R) = 3GMm 1- (R*)

87fR3()" R (2.65)

.r = 1- (R*IR)I/2, RIo = RI(lOlo cm), '/nl = MIMo and lil16 = 'rh/(10Hi g c;-I):

" s » -l/:;' 7/lU I/4R-:3/4 [IcI/5 .,»
LJ = 'J._It Il/.lG '111'1 "li), genl -

H 1 7 108 -1/10,3/20 -:l/8R'J/8/<3/5= . X n: 'InHi 1nl l,\(), ern

3 1 10-8 -7/10· 11/20 5/SR-15/8 fll/5 , -:l
(J = . X Lt '111'10 1nl "10, g CIll .

'T' _ 14 1()4 ,-1/5,', :3(10, 1/4R-3/4 tG/5 K-
.1 C - . X Ct 1/1.10 ml 1.10 '

_ 190 ,-4/5,', I/5j'4/5T - 0. mIG

1 8 10lLI '1/5· ;)/10 -1/4R3/4j'G/5 2-1
1/ = . X 0' 'mI() '/rtl '10 ern s

2 7 104 '1/5.3/10 -1/4R-l/4j'-14/5 ,-I
Vn = . X 0: '!n16 'm1 "10. cm s

(2.63)

2.5.4 Disc spectrum

If the accretion disc is optically thick in the z-direction, every disc element radiates
more or less as a blackbody with temperature T(R), and the dissipation rate per
unit surface area is given by

(2.64)

with tho right-hand side representing tllc blackbody flux. From Eq. (2.fi()), wc obtain

or, for R» R*,

( R) -3/4
T(R) = T* R* where

_ (3GJl/hi~) 1/4
T* - 8 R3 .7f ,*()"

(2.66)

The spectrum emitted from each disc element is now approximated by the Planek
function, i.e.

2hl/3 Ic2I - B - ----'---
// - /I - eh.ll/kT(R) _ 1 ' (2.67)

where the effect of the optically thin atmosphere of the disc has been neglected.
(The radiation frequency v used in the rest of this chapter is not to be confused
with the viscosity parameter 1/ used earlier.) An observer situated at a distance D
from the disc will observe Cl. flux

(2.68)

which is obtained by integrating 1// over the whole disc, and using the fact that the
solid angle subtended by each disc ring between Rand R + dR is 27fReiR cos ilD2,

where 'l is the binary inclination. For non-magnetic white dwarfs and neutron stars,
the inner disc radius is equal to the stellar radius, i.e. Rin = R*; for magnetized
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Fig. 2.4: A schematic diagram of the emission spectrum of an optically thick accretion
disc, illustrating the :l regions with different I/-dependencies. (Adopted from Longair 1994,
p. 152, Fig. 16.7.)

objects, Rin = RM (see Section 2.6.2).

The shape of the spectrum given by Eq, (2.68) is shown in Fig. 2.4. For 1/ «
kT(Rout}jh, the Planek function has the Rayleigh-Jeans form, i.e. 2kTv2jc2, yield-
ing FI/ cx: 1/2, while for v » kT*j h, the Planek function has the Wien form,
i.e. 2hv3c-2e-1w/I.,T and the spectrum has an exponential form. For frequencies

in between, it can be shown that F,/ cx: v1/3.

The "flattened" region of the spectrum in Fig. 2.4 where 1:"'", cx: 1/
1/3 is considered to

be characteristic of a disc spectrum. However, this part of the curve is only sub-
stantial if the outer disc temperature is much lower than that of the inner disc, or,
in other words, if Rout » Rin. For white dwarfs, Rout"" 102Rin, and the expected
disc spectrum is very close to an ordinary blackbody curve.

In addition to the continuum emission discussed above, the observation of emission
lines can be expected from the optically thin gas in the accretion disc atmosphere.
Due to the rotational movement of the disc, such lines often have double-peaked

profiles, which are explained in Section 3.4.3.

2.5.5 Disc luminosity

The luminosity of a disc annulus between R, and R2 is obtained by integrating the
energy flux in Eq. (2.50) over the surface area. (upper and lower) of the annulus: and

is given by

L(R],R2) = 3Gl\lhil, {2-. [1- ~ (R*.)1/2]
2 RI 3 RI

(2.69)
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Lpt
F = -R2 (1 - (3) cos4' ,47f .

(2.71)

------

central __//~;;;P
source »> / n

-<-=-~-- - - / - - - - - - - - - - - - disc mid-plane- --

disc

Fig. 2.5: The geometry of cm irradiated accretion disc. The unit vector k indicates the
direction of the incident radiation, and the unit vector 11. is normal to the disc surface.
(Adopted from Frank et aL 2002, p. 130, Fig. 5.16.)

The intrinsic luminosity of the whole disc is obtained by setting RI

R2 --+ cx), yielding

R. anel

cu-:
Ldisc = ---

2R.
anel comparison with Eq. (2.12) then shows that the disc luminosity is equal to one
half of the accretion luminosity. The remaining half is released by other mechanisms

close to the primary star.

(2.70)

2.5.6 Irradiated accretion discs

Accretion discs are often irradiated by the central object, and in some circumstances
the disc luminosity arising from irradiation by the central star can even exceed the
accretion luminosity of the disc itself. In this section, the effective temperatures
for irradiated and unirradiated discs will be compared in order to quantify the im-
portance of this effect. The geometry of an irradiated accretion disc is shown iu
Fig. 2.5. The details of changes in the physical structure of the disc by irradiation
(disc "warping") will not be discussed here. More information can be found in Frank

et al. (2002, Section 5.10).

vYewill consider the central star as a point source with luminosity Lpt. This lumi-
nosity is defined by Lpt = 47fR;O'Tj-r, where Tef! is the effective source temperature
and R. the average source radius (which is non-zero, even though we consider it as
a point source in the analysis belowl). The flux from the central star at disc radius

R is Lpt/ 47fR2, and the flux entering the disc surface at R is

where (3 is the fraction of incident radiation that is scattered from the disc surface
without being absorbed (also called the albedo). Here w is the angle between the
disc normal and the incident radiation (the vectors nand k in Fig. 2.5). It can be
shown that cos'lj; :;:::j clH / dR - H / R. If we define an effective blackbody temperature
Tpt. that results from the irradiation of the disc at R by the central point source, it
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follows from Eq. (2.71) that

T4. = ~ (H) (,(1 - IJ)
pt 4n R2(J R .7

(2.72)

or

(Tp!;)'1 = H (R*)2.1](1_(3),
Tefl" R R

where n = [~II~~~-IJ. From the second equation in the system (2.63), it is evident
that H oeR9/8 for all unirradiated disc. It can be shown that H oe R9/

7 for a disc

(2.73)

which acquires all its luminosity from irradiation by the central star. Therefore the
factor 9 will lie between 1/8 and 2/7. Because the ratio 11/R has more or less a
constant value everywhere in the disc, ~)t oe R-1/2. Therefore, for large values of R
(i.e. a large disc) the temperature 1~t, resulting from irradiation can dominate the
effective temperature of the disc itself which. from Eq. (2.66), falls off as R-:3/4

Combining Eq. (2.66) with Eq. (2.72) yields the relationship between these two

temperatures:

(
~)t )4 = ~ RLpt H g(l _ (3) .
T(R) 3 Gl\;hn R"

(2.74)

It can be shown that the spectrum of an irradiated disc is similar to that of an unir-
radiated disc, exhibiting a Rayleigh-Jeans law for small frequencies and the Wien
law for large frequencies. However, in the intermediate region, there is a consider-

able difference, and it is found that Fil oe 1/-1.

The discussion above is based on the assumption that the central source can be
regarded as a point source. However, in some cases, and often in discs in white
dwarf systems, this is not quite a valid assumption, and it is necessary to perform
a more complicated analysis for an extended central source. Such a consideration

yields
for R -+ R*

(2.75)

( )
4 3'!= ·~J.-(R.,) (1-(3)

Toll" 31f J? for R» R*

where Tex is the dfcctiw temporature caused by the irradiation of the disc by the
extended central source. Therefore it turns out that Tex has the same dependence
01.1 the radius as the effective temperature of the disc itself (oc R-:3/4) for large values

of R. Comparison with Eq. (2.66) yields

(
Tex )4 = i_~(1- (3)
T(R) 9n Lace '

(2.76)

where L* = 4n R;(JT,;I, and Laee is given by Eq, (2.12).

The heating of the accretion disc by X-rays from the central compact object can also
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\
Fig. 2.6: Schematic representation of an accretion disc corona in a LlVIXBwith a neutron
star primary. At high inclinations, an observer may still see scattered Xvrays from the
corona, even though the neutron star itself is obscured. (Adopted from Jimenez-Garate,
Raymond and Liedahi 2002, Fig. 1.)

cause the formation of a hot, extended disc atmosphere or corona, as illustrated in
Fig. 2.6 for a neutron star in a LMXB (see Seward and Charles 2010, p. 207-209).

A similar corona can form in white dwarf systems, but a lower effective primary

temperature will decrease the temperature and extent of the corona.

2.6 Accretion onto a compact object

The nature of the mechanism by which the other half of the accretion luminosity
is released at the primary star depends strongly on the nature of the primary, and
specifically, on the magnitude of the primary's magnetic field. In compact binaries
two basic mechanisms can be distinguished: boundary layer accretion and column
accretion onto the polar caps of a magnetized compact object,

2.6.1 Boundary layer accretion

When a magnetic field is absent or negligible, the accretion disc will terminate at
the surface of the star. Accretion will take place in a thin layer with thickness b
onto the primary surface, The angular velocity relationships in the vicinity of the
boundary layer were already explained in Section (2.5.2).

The radial component of the Euler equation, Eq. (2.17), can be written as

(2.77)

where the external force has a centrifugal (v~/ R) and a gravitational (G M / R2)
component. Since the angular velocity of material in the boundary layer is smaller
than the angular Keplerian velocity, i.e. 0 < OI«R*), we also have vr{:> < 'lil( =

J G JU / R. The gravity term in the equation above must therefore be balanced by
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(2.78)

Boundary Layer

Fig. 2.7: An optically thick boundary layer (not drawn to scale). (Adopted from Frank
et al. 2002, p. 156, Fig. 6.2.)

either the first or the second term on the left-hand side. From Eq. (2.56): we know
that 'UR « cs, therefore the pressure gradient is expected to be dominant relative
to the term containing 'UR. From the expression for the local sound speed given by

Eq. (2.52), and by using a/oR rv b-1, Eq. (2.77) becomes

with which b can be determined. Evaluating H at R. by means of Eq. (2.53) yields
H = R.cs[R./(GM)p/2: and we also find that b = H2/R. «J-J« R•. Deceleration
of the accreting material occurs because of the significant pressure gradient: and this
is accompanied by an increase in the local temperature compared to adjacent regions
where the centrifugal force instead of the pressure gradient provides support against
gravitation. The temperature excess causes a radiation excess, and if the boundary
layer is assumed to be optically thick, it can be approximated as a blackbody emitter.

( )

1/4R.,.
3I-j T. , (2.80)

The boundary layer geometry is illustrated in Fig. 2.7. The radiation from the
boundary layer passes through a region with radial extent rv H on the upper and
lower disc faces. The area associated with the blackbody emission is "-' 2 X 27rR*H,
and because the associated luminosity is known to be 1Lacc = Gl\;f7iI/2R., the
effective blackbody temperature of the boundary layer is given by

R H r,,4 GNhil,
47r 1.* O'.LBI rv ---

J 2R*
(2.79)

Comparison with Eq. (2.66) shows that
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(2.81)

with
r 3GMf1:mpTs = ----'-

8kR.
(2.82)

the shock temperature that would have been associated with radial accretion onto
the star.

2.6.2 Accretion onto magnetized objects

Alfvén radius

White dwarfs and especially neutron stars often have magnetic fields that range
between 106 - 1012 G. which is strong enough to disrupt the flow of material in an
accretion disc. As a simple approximation, the disruption of an accretion flow that is
essentially spherical far from the star will be considered. If the magnetic field has a
dipole nature, the iuagnctic field strength varies a.sB "" f-im/T3 at a radial distance T

from the star, where f-im = B.R:' is the magnetic moment. The associated magnetic
pressure is given by

(2.83)

which increases sharply as T decreases. At a certain radius TM, which is the spherical
Alfvén radius, the magnetic pressure will start to exceed the ram pressure and gas
pressure of the accreting flow, which will then be controlled by the magnetic field for
'I' < TM. It can be shown that in spheric ally symmetric accretion, the flow velocity
close to the star is highly supersonic and close to the free-fall value of (2GM/T)1/2,
therefore the influence of the ram pressure (pv2) is much more important than that
of the gas pressure (pc~). Also, because p( -v) represents the inward flux of material,

we have Ipvl = TÏ?/47rT2. Therefore, by setting Pmag(T'M) = p'u21'/'M' we obtain

(2.84)

where f.1.30 = p'IlI/(10:1o G cm3
). As f.1.30 ~ 1 for typical values of B. and R* for

magnetized white dwarfs and neutron stars, the order of 'I'M above suggests that the
disrupt.ion of the disc structure may occur far enough from the primary surface to
be an observable effect.

Returning from spherically symmetric accretion to disc accretion; we need to find
the cylindrical radius RM at which the magnetic torque on the disc is equal to
the viscous torque G(RM)' Finding an expression for the magnetic torque is quite
involved. and many estimates of the resulting cylindrical Alfvén radius RM shows it
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The primary star ami its rnagllctic field pattorn rotatcs with augular velocity S2*,
generally in the same direction as the disc rotation. The "fastness parameter" is

defined as
(2.87)

Disc

Fig. 2.8: Cross-section view of the accretion of material from a disc onto the polecaps of the
magnetized white dwarf or neutron star. (Adopted from Frank et al. 2002, p. 161, Fig. 6A.)

to be of the order of TM; typically

R r:: 8 . -2/7 -1/7 4/7
M '" O.;Y/·M = 2.6 x 10 '//"1,16 'fII'1 fJ.:30 cm, (2.85)

although other estimates yield values that are up to 4 times larger. The exact
results will also depend on the angle e between the disc plane and the inclination
of the dipole axis. Rewriting Eq. (2.85) in terms of the accretion luminosity, with

pararnetrizations applicable to white dwarfs and neutron stars yields

{

8 1/7 -2/7 -2/7 4/72.8 x 10 ml n; L33 ho cm
RM '"

8 1/7 -2/7 -2/7 4/71.5 x 10 'ml R6 L37 !},30 cm

(2.86)

where Rg = R/(109 cm), L33 = Lacc/(103:3 erg s-1), etc. Inside R = Rrv/, the ac-
creting material leaves the disc structure and falls in towards the polecaps along the

magnetic field lines: as illustrated in Fig. 2.8.

For steady accretion of material along the fieldlines. it is required that w" < 1, oth-

erwise particles at RAl will be ejected centrifugally.
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f rv R*
2RM

if () is close to 90°. Typical values for f are between 10-1 and 10-4.

(2.89)

For some white dwarf systems with Porb :S 4 h, the magnetic moment is large enough
to yield Ri\[ > a. III these systems, called polars. no accretion disc is formed and the
accretion stream couples directly with the magnetic field, whereafter it flows to the
polecap regions. For weaker magnetic fields or longer periods. an accretion disc can
form, even though it can be disrupted at RM as shown in Fig. 2.8. The most basic
condition for disc formation is that the minimum distance of approach (~ 0.5Rcirc)

of the accreting stream to the white dwarf should be larger than the "obstacle" that
the magnetosphere presents to the flow: which may be estimated to ha.ve a size of

~ 0.37TM·

Accreting polecap area

If plasma instabilities are neglected, it is evident that material can not acerete
outside of a polecap with half-angle 'P, since tho field lines cr()ssillg the star surfac«:
at half-angles larger than ip cross the disc plane inside Rl'd, an area which is not
accessible to accreting material (see Fig. 2.8). It can easily be shown that the area
of an accreting polecap as a fraction of the total stellar surface is

f' rv 7f(R* sin cp )2
. 47f R;

R* sin2 ()

4RM
(2.88)

If accretion takes place on both polecaps, the fraction is simply doubled, and can
be approximated by

Column accretion onto white dwarfs

vYewill now take a closer look at what happens to the accretion stream after being
channelled toward the polecaps. The structural configuration that forms is known
as an accretion column. Because the white dwarf case is the most applicable to
supersoft X-ray binaries, the following overview will only consider column accretion
onto the polecap of a white dwarf. Column accretion onto magnetized neutron stars
has similarities to the white dwarf case, but extreme conditions on the neutron star
surface makes a clear-cut analysis very challenging. More information on column
accretion in neutron stars can be found in Frank et al. (2002, Section 6.5).

The main effect of the magnetic field on the column structure in the polecap region
is to channel the accretiug material onto the polecaps. and to confine electron trans-
port processes (e.g. thermal conduction) to take place only along the direction of
the fieldlines. As the flow is approximately radial. it is quite similar to spherically
symmetric accretion. It has already been mentioned that the intalling material is
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However, a substantial fraction of the radiation from the cooling region will be
radiated or transported to the white dwarf photosphere at the base of the accretion
column, where it will be absorbed and re-emitted. The re-emitted spectrum will
probably closely resemble that of a blackbody because of the large optical depths
below the white dwarf surface. The typical associated blackbody temperature is

given by
1/4

,.,.,_ ( Laee) _ 1 105,., 1/4f'-1/4, .1/'IR-3/4 I/'
·Lf, - 41f R2 fa - x 1lt16 -2 fnl 9 'I.. :

where f is once again the fraction of the white dwarf surface that forms part of the
accretion column base, and f-2 = 102f. The typical value of Ti, shows that the

(2,92)

highly supersonic and virtually in free-fall in the latter case, with free fall velocity
'U] J = J2G JH/ R. In order to acerete onto the white dwarf surface, the material has

to be decelerated quite dramatically: and therefore the formation of a strong shock
in the column is expected. Because '!np » '/I~e: the ions in the accretion stream

carries essentially all the kinetic energy.

It can be shown that the ions are stopped above the white dwarf photosphere for
all reasonable situations within a single accretion column. Therefore the material
is slowed down by a strong shock before reaching the photosphere. In such a shock
region, dissipative processes convert most of the ordered kinetic energy of the su-
personic accretion How into the random motion of the post-shock particles (i.e. into

heat). For an adiabatic shock, the post-shock gas below it has a velocity

"I! 8 1/2 -1/2 1
-V2 = 4 = 1.3 x 10 ml Rg cm s- (2.90)

The sound speed of the post-shock gas can be shown to be /5V]] /4 > 'U2, therefore
'U2 is subsonic, The temperature of the shocked gas is given by Eq. (2.82), and can

also be expressed as
(2,91)

The processes by which this shock-heated gas is cooled must now be considered,
The high temperature Ts of the gas suggests Brernsstrahlung to be the dominating
radiative cooling mechanism, with subsequent emission in the form of hard X-rays.
If the accretion column is "tall and thin", the cooling region below the shock front
will be optically thick in the radial direction, but optically thin in the "horizontal"
direction. However, if the accretion column is "short and fat", the optical thickness
in the radial direction can be smaller than that in the "horizontal" direction, The
absorption effects in different directions in the accretion column is therefore depen-
dent on its geometry, which then determines the direction of X-ray beaming, The

basic structure of an accretion column is shown in Fig. 2,9,

blackbody radiation will mainly consist of soft X-ray photons, with energies much
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Fig. 2.9: Structure of a white dwarf accretion column. (Adopted from Frank et al. 2002,
p. 178, Fig. 6.11.)

smaller than that of the hot accreting rnatter below the shock region.

This constitutes another possible cooling mechanism, as the electrons can interact
with the soft photons through inverse Compton scattering - the photons are "up-
scattered" to higher energy, while the electron gas will be cooled. Cyclotron emission
will also be a cooling factor in the presence of a magnetic field, but will generally not
be a major cooling mechanism, but rather an important signature process. Only at
very low accretion rates or very large magnetic fields will it substantially contribute

to the total accretion luminosity.

Theoretical considerations of this accretion column model leads us to expect most
of the radiation to be in the form of hard X-rays. However, observations of such
systems imply that the hard X-ray luminosity often constitutes only 10% of the
system luminosity, with the spectrum being dominated by soft X-ray emission. It
has therefore been suggested that in order to account for this discrepancy the ac-
cretion column model should be slightly adjusted to describe polecap accretion not
in terms of a single large accretion column, but in terms of small accreting blobs,
each creating their own small accretion column (Frank, King and Lasota, 1988).
According to this revised model, the original flow is broken up into well-separated
blobs above the white dwarf surface. Diffuse blobs will be shocked above the white
dwarf surface, while dense blobs can penetrate into the photosphere before being

shocked, enhancing the soft X-ray production.

33



(2.93)

Primary spin periods

Vve have seen that the accretion flow is directed onto only il small fraction of the
surface of the primary star when the accretion process is controlled by the magnetic
field of the primary. Half of the accretion luminosity is ernittecl from this small
region, therefore any rotation of the accreting primary will bring about a periodic
modulation in the observed flux from the system (usually in the X-ray band). This
periodicity represents the spin period of the primary, Pspin (or, if the periodic signal
is created by the directional emission from both polecaps. it represents ~P<;pin). Typ-
ical observed values are 1 s :s Pspin :s 103 s. It must be kept in mind, however, that
there will be periodic variations (with the binary period P) of the spin frequency
due to Doppler shifts during the binary rotation.

In many X-ray binaries, a steady decrease ("spin-up") in P<;pin is observed, with
occasional small increases ("spin-down"). The spin-up is probably caused by the
torques resulting from accretion, and the spin-downs may be due to changes in the
accretion torque or changes in the internal structure. From Eq. (2.87), it can be
shown that for Pspin ;:: 1 s, and for a typical Alfvén radius of RM '" 108 cm, the
fastness w* « 1 and we have a so-called "slow rotator". For such a slow rotator
accreting from a disc, the dominant torque is the accretion of angular momentum
at Bl\I!. From the arguments in Section 2.5.2, it follows that the rate of angular
momentum transfer from the disc to the primary is ri1,( CJH RM ) 1/2, therefore, with
I the moment of inertia of the primary star, the spin-up is expressed as

By using Eq, (2.86) and 7n = RLacc/CM, the spin-up rate can also be written as

{

0-17 -3/7n6/7L6/7 2/7[-1 H -1
. 1.4 xl, '/T/'l. 9 33 /)030 50. Z S

n*~ . a-Jl -3/7R6/7L6/7 2/71-1 H -]1.0 x 1 '1nl '6 37 /)030 45 Z S .

(2.94)

where 1,15 = 1/(1045 g crn2), etc. For a neutron star, 1,15 rv 1, while ho rv 1 for a
white dwarf, therefore it is much harder to spin up a white dwarf.

For faster rotators, for which w* rv 1, other effects may also pla.y rt ruorc dominant

rolo, e.g. the interaction of its 1l1r1.gnctic field with disc regions at R > R!I,i!, or an-
gular momentum loss by blowing a wind of particles off the stellar surface along
the fieldliries. Theoretically, any star that is spun-up for long enough will become H.

fast rotator, and P,;pin reaches an equilibrium value. because of the additional effects
just mentioned, and will only change significantly again if external conditions should

change.
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(2.96)

i
f

Fig. 2.10: A quasi-periodic light curve (left) and its corresponding power spectrum (right),
showing the characteristic broadened peak clue to the presence of a. whole range of periods.
(Compiled from sample da.ta..) (Adopted from Seward a.nelCharles 2010, p. 221, Fig. 11.65.)

The fastness of a rotator can also be regarded in terms of the corotation radius. The
corotation radius, Rn, is the radius where the Keplerian angular velocity is equal to
that of the primary star itself, and is given by

(2.95)

The slow rotator condition w* < 1 can also be expressed by the requirement that
Rn > RM. At the equilibrium spin period Peq, w* rv 1 and Rn rv RM, and compar-
ison of Eq. (2.95) with Eq. (2.86) shows that

. -2/7 -3/7 -3/7 G/7
2.6m'1 Rg L33 //'30 s

Quasi-periodic oscillations

Broad frequency peaks are sometimes detected in the power spectra of X-ray binaries
and cataclysmic variables, representing what is known as quasi-periodic oscillations
(QPO's). An example of a quasi-periodic signal and its corresponding power spec-
trum is shown in Fig. 2.10. It has been postulated that QPO's are caused by the
interaction of Cl. weak magnetic field of the primary star with changing: turbulent
"blobs" orbiting the primary in the inner parts of the accretion disc. The magnitude
of the corresponding QPO frequency possibly results from the beat between .P~pin

and the Keplerian period PK of the blobs, according to

(2.97)

The cataclysmic variable AE Aquaril also exhibits QPO's. However, this system
does not have an accretion disc, but the QPO's arise from the beat period between
the white dwarf spin period and the Keplerian period of blobs of material that are
being ejected from the system. A power spectrum of AE Aqr is shown in Fig. 2.11
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Fig. 2.11: Power spectrum of AE Aqr. The dotted lines indicate the positions of the
spin period and its second harmonic. The broad structure at ~ 56 mHz indicates a QPO.
(Adopted from Meiritjes et al. 1994, Fig. :3(cl).)

(Meintjes et al., 1994).

2.7 Radiation processes

In the preceding discussions: there have been several references to different radiative
processes and related quantities. In this section, an overview is provided of some
concepts of radiative transport, whereafter the mechanisms of blackbody and ther-
mal Bremsstrahlung radiation are briefly explained. A detailed account of radiative
transfer, as well as other continuum radiation processes, can be found in Rybicki
and Lightman (2004), Longair (1992) and Vietri (2008, Chapter 3).

2.7.1 Basic concepts

A radiation field can be quantified by its specific intensity Iv, which has the units
erg C111-2S-1 HZ-l sr-1 (e.g. Vietri 2008, Section 3.1). When considering all the

radiation directed in a small cone of solid opening angle n about a reference direction:
the total energy with frequency between II and d + dil transferred through the cone
across a surface dA normal to the reference direction in a time dt is given by

The specific jiua: };~, (in erg cm-2 S-1 Hz-I) is independent of direction and is re-

lated to the specific: intensity by

r: = ./ Iv cosedn . (2.99)

If a certain fluid element with volurne dV emits radiation with frequency between II

and d + dil, it will alter the local radiation field Iv, as it emits an amount of energy
given by

(2.100)
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Iv(Tv) = Iv(O)e-TI/ + j'TI/ SV«)e-(TI/-T:-lcl<
. I)

(2.106)

directed into a small solid angle dO in the reference direction. The parameter jv
(in erg cm-:ó S-1 Hz-1 !oir-I) is called the coefficient of sponumeons emission; The

specific intensity of radiation passing through dV = dA ds will therefore increase by

(2.101)

On Uw other hand, another fluid clement with volurne dV may absorb some of the

radiation, and cause [// to decrease according to

(2.102)

where av is the coefficient of absorption, expressed as a fraction of the specific
intensity that is absorbed from the incident radiation. It should be noted that there
are two processes which can decrease Iv, namely absorption (described by (\://)during
which photons are destroyed, and the scattering of photons into other directions,
during which the numher of photons is preserved. The latter effect is incorporated
into i-, which is therefore also a function of 1//. The equation of radiative transfer

is
(2.103)

The optical depth is defined as

(2.104)

and the SOUTcejunction as
(2.105)

Eq. (2.103) appears quite simple to solve, and indeed a formal solution of the form

can be obtained. However, because Sv is a function of O'vand therefore of L; if
scattering effects are present, it is not practically possible to specify SI/ without

referring to /1/1 except if scattering effects can be neglected.

When T// « I, the medium is said to be optically thin, and if Tv » 1, the medium is
optically thick. For an optically thick medium, Sv = L: In the special case where
the radiation itself is in thermal equilibrium, the thermal emission is in the form of

blackbody radiation.
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Fig. 2.12: Blackbody spectra at various temperatures. (Adopted from Rybicki and Light-
man 2004, p. 22, Fig, 1.11.)

2.7.2 Blackbody radiation

In thermal equilibrium, the medium is spatially homogeneous and dlvlds = O. The
specific intensity L; is now only dependent on the frequency 1/ and the effective
temperature T and is given by the Planek law:

In the limit 17.1/ « k'I', the exponential term can be approximated by p,lw/kT - 1:::::;

17.1/ IkT and then we have the Rayleigh-Jeans law,

JRJ = 21/
2
kT

v c2" (2.108)

In the limit hl/ » kT, ehl,/kT - 1 ~ e'w/kT, and the spectrum is described by the
W'ien law:

3
Jw _ 2hl/ -lw/kT
v - 2 Cc

Fig. 2.12 shows a series of blackbody curves for different temperatures. The bole-
metric (i.e. measured over all wavelengths) surface flux (in erg cm-2 S-I) from a
blackbody emitter is given in terms of the blackbody temperature by the Stefan-

(2.109)

Boltzrnann law,
(2.110)

where (J is the Stefan-Boltzrnann constant. The flux can be expressed as Fbol =
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(2.111)

Lbol/47fR2
, where Lbol is the emitter luminosity and R the emitter radius. Therefore

the bolometrio luminosity (i.e. the total power over all wavelengths) is given by

Tlms. if UH' boloiuotrir huuinosity and dfcctivc tcrnpcraturc (Jf il. S()1llTC is known.

the equation above can be used to calculate its radius. Solving Eq. (2.111) for the
radius and expressing it in a more convenient form yields

(IrT) -2Il 1/2 li;
R = 8.789 X 10 L;;ï 1 eV cm , (2.112)

where L37 = Lbol/1037 erg S-I, and k'T is the effective source temperature expressed
in eV. The unabsorbed flux Fu measured by an observer is related to the bolometrio
source luminosity by Lbol = 47fD2 Fu, where D is the distance from the (earthly)
observer to the source.

2.7.3 Thermal Bremsstrahlung

Bremsstrahlung ("braking radiation") or free-free emission refers to the emission of
radiation by an electric charge that is accelerated in the electric field of another
charged particle (e.g. Rybicki and Lightman 2004, Chapter 5). No Bremsstrahlung
takes place during the collision of two similar particles, as the dipole moment is pro-
portional to the position of the centre of mass, which stays constant. In an ionized
plasma, Bremsstrahlung due to the interactions between electrons and ions should
therefore be considered. The acceleration of a particle is inversely proportional to
its mass, therefore the electrons will be the primary radiators.

In thermal Bremsstrahlung, the thermal distribution of electron speeds is used to
quantify the nature of the spectrum. Then the spectrum is given by

dE ')5 6 (2 ) 1/2_ ~ __ 7f_ -1/2Z2N. -hv/kT-,.--- _ 3 T eN,e .9} I ,JYdtdv 3'111'e(; 3hme ' (2.113)

where .rjJJ is the velocity-averaged Gaunt factor. The Gaunt factor is a function
of the electron energy and the emission frequency, and extensive tables for appro-
priate scenarios can be found in the literature, e.g. Karzas and Latter (1961). A
schematic representation of the general form of a Bremsstrahlung spectrum is shown
in Fig. 2.13. This spectrum is typical of dense ionised gas such as found in star for-
mation regions. At low frequencies, self-absorption of the emitted spectrum by the
emitting gas modifies the spectrum to the form of the Raleigh-Jeans component of
the blackbody curve.

In this chapter, an overview of the basic properties of accreting binary systems and
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Fig. 2.13: Schematic representation of the form of a typical Brernsstrahluug spectrum,
illustrating the Rayleig-Jeans tail at low freqencies, (Adapted from Rybicki and Lightman
2004, p. 166, Fig. 5.5.)

accretion discs has been provided. One of the most powerful techniques that can be
used to infer the structure and properties of a binary system, is spectroscopy. This
includes the analysis of the spectrum continuum, which may contain several compo-
nents like the blackbody and Bremsstrahlung spectra discussed above. However, it
also requires a closer look at the emission and absorption lines which originate from
transitions between quantified energy states in atoms and ions in the optically thin
regions of the system. The next chapter is devoted to a discussion of the origin of
spectral lines, and how they can reveal an incredible amount of information related
to the emitting regions.
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Chapter 3

The Physics of Spectral Lines

The spectra of many astronomical sources are characterized by a series of "dips"
and "peaks" superimposed on a continuum. They are known as absorption lines
and emission lines respectively, and are caused by transitions between discrete en-
ergy levels in the atoms or ions in the source. These spectral lines contain a wealth
of information related to numerous physical properties in the source, i.e. composi-
tion, temperature and pressure, as well as the dynamics of the material in the source.

In order to extract such information from the spectral lines, the structure and quan-
tification of energy levels in an atom must first be understood, and also the tran-
sitions between the energy levels. This chapter provides a brief overview of these
core principles, as well as the most relevant mechanisms responsible for the broad-
ened line shapes and changing line positions that are often observed in astrophysical
environments.

3.1 Origin of the quantum numbers

In this section, the origin and interpretation of the quantum numbers will be ex-
plored mainly in terms of the Bohr-Sommerfeld atomic model (Sommerfeld, 1928),
supplemented with the contributions towards quanturn theory by de Broglie and
Schrodinger. The content of this section is largely based on the discussion of Kitchin
(1995, chapter 2), supplemented with other sources where indicated.

3.1.1 The Bohr-Sommerfeld atomic model

In the Bohr-Sommerfeld model, the negatively charged electrons are considered as
particles orbiting the small, compact, positive nucleus of the atom. In this model,
the electrons in different orbits have different energies. The quantization of energy is
therefore considered in terms of electrons that are only permitted in certain orbits.
The Bohr-Sommerfeld model is, however, only successful in describing hydrogen
atoms and other single-electron, "hydrogen-like" ions like He",



(3.5)

Bohr postulated that the angular momentum of all electron in any allowed orbit has
to be an integer multiple of h/27f, i.e.

(3.1)

with me the electron më:1,SS, 'IJ its velocity, T the orbital radius for a circular orbit,
'IL an integer and h Plarick's constant. In the assurned circular orbit, the Coulomb
force attracting the electron to the nucleus acts as the centripetal force keeping the
electron in orbit:

T
(3.2)

where e is the electron charge and Z the atomic number of the nucleus. Solving for
the radius from Eq. (3,2) and eliminating 'U by using Eq. (3.1), the orbital radius Tn

for the nth Bohr orbit becomes

(3,3)

where 0.0 = h2 /47f2 rrLe e2 ~ 5.294 x 10-9 cm represents the first Bohr orbit of hydro-
gen, for which Z = 1. The number 'IL is called the principal qiuiïiturti tnutiber.

The potential energy of an electron is considered to be zero when T = 00, i.e. when
the atom is ionized and the electron is free. For bounded electrons the potential
energy function is negative, i.e,

-Zc2
Epot =--.,..

(3.4)

From this relation the potential energy decreases, i.e, becomes negative, for electron

orbits closer to the nucleus.

From Eq. (3.2), the kinetic energy can be expressed as

The total energy, E, of the electron is then

E E E
-Ze2

= "pot + "kin = -- .2T
(3,6)

The negative sign indicates that the electron is in a bounded state, requiring work
from an external force to detach it from the atomic nucleus.
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(3.7)

Substituting r from Eq. (:3.3) then yields

Strictly speaking, the electron orbits the centre of mass of the combined electron-
nucleus system rather than the centre of the nucleus itself. Thus, the electron mass
m; should be replaced by the reduced mass of the system, p = 'InelI!] / ('me + !If),

with M the nuclear mass. Then Eq. (3.7) becomes

(3.8)

According to the equation above, the energy of an electron for a certain atom is
only dependent on n, the principal quantum number. When an electron makes a
transition from one allowed orbit or "energy level" in the atom to a lower or a
higher level. the difference in energy is emitted or absorbed in the form of ct photon.
More specifically, for il transition hom energy level El, corresponding to principal
quantum number nl, to energy level E2, corresponding to n2, Eq. (3.8) can be
applied to express the frequency (1/) of the associated photon as

(3.9)

where c is the speed of light and

(3.10)

is the Rydberg constant for an atom with nuclear mass 111] (after Tennyson 2005,
p. 23-24). In the theoretical limit of an atom with infinite nuclear mass, the reduced
mass II, becomes equal to m'e:

for M -+ 00 . (3.11)

The Rydberg constant for a system with infinite nuclear mass is therefore

(3.12)

and RAf can be expressed in terms of Roo as follows:

(3.13)

Sommerfeld extended the concept of circular electron orbits by postulating the ex-
istence of elliptical electron orbits, where the integral of the electron's angular mo-
mentum associated with Cl, specific orbit must be an integer multiple of h. In such
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and (3.14)

r

~=o
~ = Zm

Fig. 3.1: Polar coordinates for all elliptical electron orhit. (Adapted from Somruerfeld 1928,
p. 234, Fig. 70.)

an elliptical orbit, the position of the electron has two degrees of freedom: the dis-
tance from the nucleus, T, and the azimuthal angle, cP (i.e. in polar coordinates; see
Fig. 3.1). The associated momentum components can be expressed as

The momentum components are separately quantized, and according to Sommer-
feld's postulate,

l21l"

p</> de/.> = kh.
. 1>=0

(3.15)

l21l"

P'r dr = zh ,
. (/>=0

(3.16)

where k and z are both integers, with k the azimuthal quantum number and z the
radial quantum number.

According to Kepler 's second law, angular momentum is constant for motion under
the influence of inverse square attraction, therefore evaluating Eq. (3.15) yields

(3.17)

which yields the same result as for Bohr's circular orbits in Eq. (3.1), but with k:
instead of n.

1 1+ e cos cP= ---,---;:-:-
T a(1-c:2)' (3.18)

The evaluation of Eq. (3.16) is a bit more involved. The equa.tion of an ellipse can
be written as

where E = yla2 - 62/ lj, is the eccentricity, a the semi-ma.jor axis and 6 the semi-minor
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1 dr
T d(jJ

é: sin rIJ
1+ E cos rIJ , (3.19)

axis. Logarithmic differentiation of Eq. (3.18) with respect to (p yields (Sommerfeld
1928, p. 235)

which can be utilized together with Eq.ts (3.14) and (3.17) to show that Eq. (3.16)
can be expressed as

E2 t21r ~in2 rP drP z
27r }(/J=o (1 + ccosrP)2 = k .

Evaluating the integral above yields (Sommerfeld, 1928, p, 550)

(3.20)

(3.21)

showing that the eccentricity of the ellipse is also quantized. The kinetic energy of
an electron ill an elliptical orbit is given by

E. - 'liTe (~2 + ,2,i.2)km - 7 7 'f/ ,2 (3.22)

which can be expressed as follows upon using Eq. 's (3.14), (3.18) and (3.19):

P~ (1+ c
2

)
Ekin=. 2(' ~2)2 -2-+ECOSrP .7neo, 1 - : (3.23)

The potential energy is still given by Eq. (3.4), but can also be expressed as

(3.24)

by substituting from Eq. (3.18). By considering the fact that the total electron
energy is independent of time (and therefore of rP), it can be shown that the total
energy is

-27r2meéZ2

E = Ekin + Epot = h,2(k + z)2

This is a quite remarkable result, as comparison with Eq, (3.7) shows that the quan-

(3.25)

tum number ïi for a circular orbit corresponds to the quantum sum k + z for an
elliptical orbit. This means that each quantized ellipse has an amount of energy
equal to that of a circular Bohr orbit.

If .3 = 0, Eq. (3.21) implies that the eccentricity is zero and we have Bohr's circular
orbit once again. A value of !.; = 0 would be impossible, as it would reduce the
orbit to a straight line and require the electron to pass straight through the nucleus,
therefore the possible k-values start from l. According to the above, n = k + z,
therefore the upper limit for k: is equal to 'II. (corresponding to z = 0). The upper
limit of z is TL - 1 (corresponding to k = 1). The Bohr-Sommerfeld atomic model can
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rn'l = 0, ±1, '''' ±l . (3.29)

therefore be described by two quantum numbers: '/I. = k + z , (with possible values
1,2,3,4,,,.) and k: (with possible values 1,2,3, "., '11.).

In the non-relativistic case, the energy is not dependent on 1,;, and is simply given
by Eq. (3.8). However, if relativistic effects are to be taken into account. the energy
exhibits a weak dependence on k, causing a splitting of the spectral lines, known as
their fine structure, The electron's energy with relativistic corrections introduced is

then given by

(3.26)

where
27re2 ~ _ -3cx = -- = 7.29r x 10
he

is known as the fine structure constant.

(3.27)

In the more refined general quanturn-mechanical consideration (see Section 3.1.4), an
or-bital angular- momentum quantum number, l, is introduced, which is analogous to
the azimuthal quantum number k in the Bohr-Sommerfeld model. More specifically,

l = k - 1(= 0,1,2, "., TI, - 1), (3.28)

3.1.2 Space quantization

Because an atom is three-dimensional, another quantum number is needed to de-
scribe the orientation of an electron orbit in three-dimensional space. If there is
no reference direction in the system, identical orbits with different orientations will
have the same energy, i.e. they will be degenerate. If there is a reference direction
such as that introduced by a magnetic field, some or all of the orientations will have

different associated energies (e.g. the Zeeman effect).

The orbital angular momentum of the electron is described by a vector L with
magnitude Jl(l + 1)/7,which is perpendicular to the orbital plane (e.g. Beiser 2003,
p. 209). The only allowed orientations of the electron orbit are those for which the
projection of L onto the reference direction has the value mJj" where 'ml is an integer
called the 'magnetic quouturn number. The space quantization for l = 2 is shown in
Fig. 3.2, which also illustrates that m; will be limited to values of

This result also follows more formally from quantum mechanics. There is no as-
sociated quantization in the other angular coordinate, as L will precess about the
reference direction. In the presence of a magnetic field, the precession frequency will
be the Larmor frequency I/L = 1.400 x 106B Hz, with B the magnetic field strength
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Fig. 3.2: (a) Allowed orientations of the orbital angular momentum vector L in 3 dimensions
for I = 2. L constantly precesses about the reference direction. (b) Section in 2 dimensions,
illustrating associated values of ml. (c) The precession of the orbit with normal vector L
about the reference direction, (Adopted from Beiser 200:3, p. 211-212, Fig. 6.4, Fig. 6.5(b)
and Fig. 6.6.)

In addition to orbital motion about the nucleus, the electron also spins about its
axis. The spin angular momentum of the electron is also quantized and is de-
scribed by a vector S with magnitude )8(8 + 1)17,and direction parallel to the spin
axis (e.g. Beiser 2003, p. 230), where 8 = ~ for an electron. Analogous to the
space quantiaation of the orbital angular momentum, the space quantization of the
electron-spin is described by the condition that the projection of S onto the reference
direction must have the value mJ., where tn., can be equal to either +~ (spin-up)
or - ~ (spin-down). The number m., is called the spin ma.gnetic quantum number.

3.1.4 Wave and Quantum Mechanics

2i1

II

0

-il

-2i1

(a)

in gauss.

3.1.3 Electron spin

L

(c)

The Bohr-Sommerfeld model is quite successful in describing hydrogen and hydrogen-
like atoms, but it is not efficient in describing more complex, many-electron atoms.
It became clear in the 1920's that the behaviour of an atom is better described by
wave and quantum mechanics.

De Broglie suggested that particles could behave like waves. The wave nature of an
electron orbiting the nucleus can thus be described by the de Broglie wavelength of
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the electron, which is given by /\ = h/mev, or, by substituting v from Eq. (3.2),

Remarkably, combining Eq.'s (3.30) and (3.31)
yields exactly the same expression for 'I" as the
one predicted by Bohr, given in Eq. (3.3). The
Bohr orbits can now be visualised as those con-
taining a standing de Broglie wave, as illustrated in Fig. 3.3.

h~rA-- -
- e Zm'e'

The only allowed electron orbits are those COll-

stituting of an integer number of de Broglie wave-
lengths (e.g. Beiser 2003, p. 132), creating a
standing wave, i.e.

n.); = 21fTn (3.31)

(3.30)

Fig. 3.3: The standing de Broglie
wave of an electron in an allowed
circular Bohr orbit. (Adapted from
Kitchin 1995, Fig. 2.2.)

The quantum numbers discussed so far also arise quite naturally from a quantum-
mechanical analysis, where Schródingers wave equation is solved for an electron in a
hydrogen-like atom. The results are only summarized here; for a detailed discussion,
see Beiser (2003, Chapter 6).

The Schrodinger wave equation for il, particle with wave function \[1(r, t) is given by

The square of the absolute magnitude of the wave function, i.e. 1\[112 = \[1*\[1, relates
to the probability of finding the particle at the position r = (x, y, z) at time t

(e.g. Beiser 2003, p. 162)1. Therefore, instead of the fixed orbits described by the
Bohr-Sommerfeld model, we now have a function quantifying the electron's position
in tenns of a probability. The solution to Eq. (3.32) can be written in the form

\[1(r, I:) = ifJP-2rrivt;j).. ,

1 a2\[1(r, /;)
v2 at2 (3.32)

(3.33)

where 'IjJ is time-independent and only depends on position. It can be shown that
if) is separately dependent on functions of each of the polar coordinates '1', e and 4;,
and can therefore be expressed as

'II' = R(T)8(e)iJ>(4;)

ITo be precise, the quantity Iwl2
electron '8 posi tion at (:1;, y, Z, /').

(3.34)

W" W represents the probability density constraining; the
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(3.39)

The time-independent form of the Schródinger equation for Cl. hydrogen-like atom

can then be written ill the following form:

sin,2H cl (o2dR) sin é' ,cl ( .. dG) 2p,r
2::;in2e (ze2

) 1 d
2
eT>

--- 1 - + --- sm(-)- + _:_--::--- -- + E = ----
R dr dr G de de 17,2 T eT> dep .

(3.35)

The two sides of Eq. (3.35) are functions of different variables and must therefore
be equal to the same constant, which is called '/IIr Therefore we have

(3.36)

Further separation of variables introduces another constant, called 1(1+ 1), and we

obtain
1 d ( dG) [ m

2
]--:----n-lil sin (}-lil + l(l + 1) - ~ G = 0sin Il ( Il ( Il sin e (3.37)

and
(3.38)

The solutions to Eq, (3.36) has the form

provided that m, is 0 or a positive or negative integer (nl.l = 0, ±1, ±2, ±3, ... ).

The next equation, Eq, (3.37), has a solution only if l is an integer and 1 > Imll,
implying that tri; = 0, ±1, ±2, ... ,±l.

In order to solve Eq. (3.38), E must either be positive (a free electron) or negative
(a bounded electron), specified by Eq. (3.7), which is identical to Bohr's result.
Another condition for the solution of Eq. (3.38), is that n 2 1 + 1, which implies

that l = 0, 1,2, ... ,n - l.

3.1.5 Many-electron atoms

For atoms with more than one electron, the solution of the Schrodinger equation is
much more involved, and will not be considered here. See Beiser (2003, Chapter 7)
and Tennyson (2005, Chapter 4) for more information. However, the basic principle
of the quantization of electron energy according to the set of quantum numbers

discussed above, still holds.
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E(ls) < E(2s) = E(2p) < E(3s) = E(3p) = E(3d) < E(4s) ... (3.40)

Description Symbol Allowed values No. of allowed values

Principal n 1,2, :3,... , CX) CX)

Orbital angular momentum 0,1. 2, ... , 'IL - 1 'Il.

Magnetic nil O.±l. ±2 ..... ±l 21 + 1
Spin magnetic 1/1,,, ±1 2

Table 3.1: Quantum numbers.

3.2 Quantum states and energy levels

3.2.1 The role of the quantum numbers

The four quantum numbers that have been discussed in the preceding sections are
summarized in Table 3.1. The quantum state of any electron in an atom can be
described by a set of specific quantum number values.

Instead of referring to the numerical value of the principal quantum number, the
main shells are sometimes labelled with capital letters, i.e. K, L, M, N, 0, etc. cor-
responding to n-values of I, 2, 3,4, 5, etc. (e.g. Kitchin 1995, Section 2.4).

By convention, different values of I are also usually indicated by a set of letters, with
the subshells s, p, d, f, g, h, i, k, I, etc., corresponding to numerical I-values of 0, 1,

2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, etc. For example, the quanturn state corresponding to TI. = 3 and
I = 1 is called the 3p state, or 3p orbital.

According to the Pauli Exclusion Principle (e.g. Beiser 2003, p. 233),

"No two electrons in an atom can exist in the same quantum state. Each electron
must have a different set of quantum numbers 'n, I, ml and ms."

Therefore the quantum numbers describing a specific electron must be unique.

In the non-relativistic case, the energy of an orbital in a hydrogen-like atom is only
determined by the principal quantum number '11., and not by I, so that the energy
ordering is as follows (Tennyson, 2005, p. 55):

However, in many-electron atoms, the orbital energy does depend on I. This can
be explained by the fact that electrons in orbits with low values of I penetrate into
orbitals that are even closer to the nucleus. Because they spend more time closer to
the nucleus, their energy is lowered relative to orbitals with higher l-values in the
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E(ls) < E(2s) < E(2p) < E(3s) < E(3p) < E(4s) < E(3d) ... (3.41)

...L d

f d P- -~
...L d

P- 5

P -d -s-
p

E

..L
5-

p-s-

n = 1 2 3 -+ 5 6 7

Fig. 3.4: The energy sequence of quantum states in a ma.ny-electron atom (not to scale).
(Adopted from Beiser 2003, p. 246, Fig. 7.12.)

same shell, yielding a different energy ordering:

This relative energy sequence of quantum states in a many-electron atom is illus-

trated in Fig. 3.4.

From Table 3.1, it is evident that an s subshell (l = 0) has only one allowed value
of the magnetic quantum number, ml = 0, and therefore contains only one orbital.
Likewise, a p subshell has 3 orbitals (ml = -1,0,1), a d subshell 5 orbitals, etc.
Each orbital can contain 2 electrons with opposite spin, yielding 2(2l + 1) distinct
quantum states for a subshell with orbital angular momentum quantum number l.

In the ground state, the electrons in an atom will fill up the orbitals from lower to

higher energy.

The distribution of electrons in an atom, referred to as the configuration, is often
expressed in a notation in which the amount of electrons in a subshell is written
as a superscript, with no superscript implying one electron. For example, carbon
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j = Il - si, Il - 81 + 1, ..., l + 05 - 1, l + .'3 . (3.43)

contains Gelectrons, and the ground state configuration is

while in the excited state we have

3.2.2 Angular momentum coupling

As discussed in Sections 3.1.2 and 3.1.3, an electron in an atom has two momentum
components: the electron orbital angular momentum described by l, and the electron
spin angular momentum described by 8. However, only the total angular momentum
of the electron is a conserved quantity. The total electron angular momentum is
denoted by j and is defined as the vector sum of land 05 (Tennyson, 2005, p. 43),
i.e.

:j_={+§.. (3.42)

Considering the triangulation condition for vector addition and the quantization
conditions arising from quantum mechanics, Eq, (3.42) is equivalent to

In a hydrogen-like atom, the equations above are quite adequate in describing the
"coupling" of the orbital and spin angular mornenta to obtain the total angular mo-
mentum, as there is only one electron.

If, on the other hand, we have a complex atom containing more than one electron,
the conserved quantity is the total angular momentum J for all the electrons in the
atom. Evidently this requires that the angular momentum values of the individual
electrons should be added together in some way. There a.re two quite logical ways
to achieve this: either by L - S coupling or by j - .i coupling (Tennyson, 2005,
p. 59-62).
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L - S coupling

In this coupling scheme, the total orbital angular momentum, L, and the total
spin angular momentum, 5', are also assumed to be conserved quantities. They
are first calculated separately. and then vector summed to obtain the total angular
momentum, .J, of the atom. If the orbital angular momentum of the 'ith electron
is l'i, and its spin angular momentum is 8'i, then Land S are calculated from the



(3.44)

respective vector sums in the following way:

and

(3.45 )

The total angular momentum is then

J...=L+3_. (3.46)

For closed (i.e. filled) shells and subshells. L = S = 0, therefore it is only necessary to
consider electrons in partially-filled shells, which are referred to as active electrons.

j - j coupling

An alternative approach is to first calculate the total angular momentum for every
separate electron according to

ii = L +!ii (3.47)

and then to couple the j-values together to yield the total angular momentum for
the atom:

J...=LLi· (3.48)

Once again, J = ° for closed shells and subshells.

Example

Consider the second ionized state of oxygen (0 III) with configuration 1s22s22p3d.
The 1s2 and 2s2 orbitals are closed and only the 2p and 3d electrons contribute to
the angular momentum:

For the 2p electron: 11 = 1
For the 3d electron: 12 = 2

. 1
lil = 2
S2 = ~

J. = l'l + sI'-1 - -0
Jo = l2 + S2'-2 - -

JO, 1 3
= 2' 2

; _ 3 5
.72 - 2' 2

L = I, + I2 :::::} L = 1,2,3 ,

3_ = !il + !i2 =? S = 0, 1 .

The values of J arising from combinations of the above according to the two different
coupling schemes are shown in Table 3.2. It is evident from this table that the two
approaches give rise to an identical set of twelve J-values. However, the L - S coup-
ling scheme is actually a non-relativistic approximation, and is only approximately
accurate for atoms lighter than iron, for which relativistic effects are weak. As we
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L- S coupling (j_ = ~ +!iJ j -J coupling (J = j + j )
- '-I -2

L S J Level jl J2 J
1 0 1 lp~ 1 :J 1,2"2 "2
1 1 0,1,2 3p~, JPf, :lP2 1 5 2,32" 2"
2 0 2 ID2 :l :3 0,1,2,3"2 "2
2 1 1,2,~{ :JD~, :JD2, :JD~ :J 5 1,2,3,4"2 "2
3 ° 3 1F~
3 1 2,3,4 3F2, ::lF~L3F~

Table 3.2: Coupling of the angular momentum quantum numbers of the two active electrons
in 0 III according to the L - Sand j - j coupling schemes.

are mostly considering lighter atoms, the L - S' coupling scheme will suffice.

Every quantum state of an atom is identified by a specific combination of L, S' and
J: and each state defined as such is known as a level. The twelve levels of the 0 III
atom are also listed in Table 3.2 by making use of spectroscopie notation, which is
explained in the next section.

The consideration of the nuclear spin angular momentum i, and the associated hy-
perfine structure in the energy levels is not discussed here. More details can be
found in Kitchin (1995, Section 3.7).

3.2.3 Spectroscopie notation

As illustrated above, atoms with many active electrons can have different energy
levels associated with a single configuration. States arising from the L - S coupling
scheme are denoted by using the spectroscopic notation system (Tennyson, 2005,
p. 62-65). According to this system, a state associated with a certain value of Land
S is called a term, and has the format

Tho first superscript is known as the spin multiplicity - if the expression 28 + 1
equals 1, we have a singlet, 2 denotes a doublet, 3 a triplet, etc. In Table 3.2, there
are six different terms: three singlets and three triplets. Special care must be taken
ot: the Pauli Exclusion Principle when determining allowed terms when there are
open shells containing multiple electrons.

The value of L is not given as a number, but as one of the letters corresponding
to the orbital angular momentum as discussed in Section 3.2.1, only now we use
an upper case letter. This is illustrated in Table 3.2, as L-values of 1,2, and 3 are
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Ai} = -J, -J + I, ..., J - I, J . (3.49)

represented by the letters P, D and F respectively.

The final superscript "0" indicates the parity of the corresponding wave function.
If the sum of the I-values of all the active electrons is odd, all the levels have odd
parity and the "0" is present. If the sum is even, they will have even parity and the
"0" is absent. It is only necessary to consider the active electrons, because closed
shells and subshells always contain an even number of electrons. In our example,
11 + 12 = 3, which explains why all the levels have odd parity.

Terms are split into levels according to the value of J. For example, in Table 3.2,
there are three values of J obtained from combining L = 1 and S = I, yielding three
different levels. each with a subscript denoting the J-value, according to the level
notation format

28+1L(0)
.] .

In the non-relativistic case. Cl. configuration is split into one or more terms with
different energy levels as discussed, while the levels in each term with different values
of J are degenerate. However, if relativistic effects are considered, the degeneracy
on the levels in the term is lifted and fine structure splitting occurs. Also: each level
contains 2J + 1 sub-levels called states, described by the total magnetic quantum
number, M'), with allowed values

If an external ma.gnetic field is present. these states have different energies (known
as the Zeeman effect).

3.2.4 Hund's rules

The relative energy ordering of the different terms and levels according to L - 5'
coupling for a given configuration is governed by Rund's rules (Tennyson, 2005,
p. 65-66):

1. The term with the largest spin multiplicity is lowest in energy.

2. For a given spin multiplicity, the term with the largest value of L is the lowest
in energy.

3. The lowest energy is obtained for the lowest value of J in the normal case
(atoms with less than half-filled shells) and for the highest value of .J in the
inverted c;-)se(atoms with more than half-filled shells).

While Hund's rules are only rigorous for ground states, they are also useful in de-
scribing the ordering of excited states.
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Fig. 3.5: Electron transitions. (Adopted from Robinson 2007, p. 28, Fig. 3.4.)

3.3 Transitions

An electron can transfer from one energy state to another, in what is called an elec-
tron transition. Four basic types of transitions can be distinguished, as illustrated
in Fig. 3.5. They are the following (Robinson, 2007, p. 27):

• In a free-free transition, a free electron absorbs or emits energy, but remains
free after the transition .

• In a bousul-free transition, the electron absorbs sufficient energy to escape from
the atom and to become a free electron. This is also known as 'ionization.

G In a [ree-bousul transition, a free electron is "captured" by an atom and emits
energy in the process. This is also known as recombination.

e In a bourul-bousul transition, the electron remains within the atom, but trans-
fers from one quantized energy level to another.

3.3.1 Ionization potentials

As mentioned above, the process of ionization refers to the absorption of a photon
by an electron bound to an atom, yielding a free electron and an ion. By convention,
Roman numerals are used to indicate the degree of ionization. Fel refers to the neu-
tral iron atom, FeII refers to Fe+ and FeXI is equivalent to FelO+, etc. The amount
of energy (E'i,) required to ionize an atom from one ionized state to another, is known
as the ionization potential. Table B.1 in Appendix B was adopted from Allen (1964,
p. 37-40) and summarizes the ionization potentials for hydrogen to uranium up to
XII, and for magnesium to zinc up to XX. The values are given in electronvolts (eV),
where 1 eV = 1.602 x 10-12 erg.
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1.602 X 10-12 erg 1 T·

T(Ei) = Ei X X - ~ 11600 h. eV-1 X Ei
1 eV k: (3.50)

For ionization to take place, photons with energy greater than or equal to the ion-
ization energy is required. These photons are often associated with a local thermal
radiation field. The ionization energy Ei (in eV) can be converted to a temperature
value by

where k: is now (and hereafter) Boltzmanns constant, not to be confused with the
azimuthal quanturn number k: in the Bohr-Sommerfeld atomic model discussed ear-
lier.

Suppose that a spectrum is observed that contains lines of Fell. From Table B.1,
we see that a photon with minimum energy 7.87 eV is required to remove the outer
electron of Fe. This can be converted to a temperature value by using Eq. (:3.50):

T(E;) = 11600 K eV-1 x 7.87 eV ~ 91 000 K , (.3.51)

which leads us to the conclusion that for thermal ionization of Fe I to Fe II, a tem-
perature of at least", 91 000 K is required.

A rough estimate for the temperature of the emitting region can be obtained by
equating the energy of the photons associated with the emission line to the average
kinetic energy of particles in the gas, i.e.

(3.52)

Substituting the constants and rearranging yields

7 'T()") r--.J 9.590 x 10 K A
x (3.53)

For HQ photons, with a wavelength of 6563 Á, the corresponding temperature ac-
eerding to the equation above is '" 14 610 K.

3.3.2 Bound-bound transitions

In a bound-bound transition, the amount of energy lost or gained by the electron is
equal to the difference between the two energy levels involved. During excitation,
the electron transfers from a lower energy level Ej to a higher energy level EA: by
absorbing a photon with energy lu» = EA: - Ej from an external source, e.g. a ra-
diation field. During the inverse process (de- excitation), the electron transfers from
EA: to .nj and emits a photon with exactly the same energy hv as the one absorbed
originally.
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Fig. 3.6: Crotrian diagram for hydrogen, indicating the first lines of the first six spectral
series, and the ionization limit of each. Wavelengths are given in Angstromï A), where 1 A =
10-10 m. The vertical axis represents the energy relative to the ground state. (Adopted
from Lang 1999, p. 130, Fig. 2.4.)

The different atomic energy levels and the allowed transitions can be summarized in
what is called a Grotrian diagram. It has already been mentioned that the orbital
energy of a hydrogen-like atom only depends on the principal quantum number n.,

therefore such atoms will have the simplest Grotrian diagrams. Fig. 3.6 represents
the Grotrian diagram for hydrogen - other hydrogen-like atoms will have similar
Grotrian diagrams, but the energy level values will of course be different according
to Eq. (3.7). For examples of more extended Crotrian diagrams related to many-

electron atoms, see Lang (1999, p. 131-l40).

The transitions iu an atom arc divided into different series based OIl Uw principal
quantum number of the lower level. In the hydrogen atom, some of the series have
special names. Transitions between the ground state (n = 1) and a higher level are
called the Lyman series, between It = 2 and a higher level the Balmer series, and
likewise for the Pasehen ("/I, = 3), Brackett ('II, = 4), Pfund (n = 5) and Humphreys
(n = 6) series (see Fig. 3.6). Each series includes a number of transitions - in
the optical waveband, the first five lines of the Balrner series of hIJdrogen, denoted
by HQ, H,B, HI', Hé and HE, are of considerable importance in most astrophysical

environments.
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3 2po
P 1/2 , 3 2po

P 3/2'
23d D3/2'

The emission of ct single photon in an astronomical source is unlikely to be noticed,
but if many identical atoms are undergoing the same transitions, they will all emit
photons of the same energy. This means that the intensity of emission at a certain
wavelength will be enhanced relative to the surrounding continuum, and we ::;eethis
a::; emission lines in the spectra of certain astronomical sources. Similarly, the ab-
sorption of photons with a certain wavelength from the local radiation field by many
atoms will decrease the emission intensity at that wavelength, and this shows up as
darker bands in the continuum spectra from stars, known as absorption lines.

Although it is conceptually easier to consider the bound-bound transitions simply
in terms of electrons making a transition from one energy state to another, it is
more correct to consider a transition a::;the atom changing from one energy state to
another.

Selection rules

According to the above, one may be lead to expect that a bound-bound transition
can take place between any two energy levels in an atom. However, even when
considering the relatively simple case of a hydrogen atom, it can be seen that this is
not the case (Kitchin, 1995, Section 4.2). In the hydrogen atom, the possible levels
for '/1. = 2 are

2 2SS 1/2 2 2po
P 3/2

and the levels for n = 3 are

It appears that there should be 15 different transitions for an electron transferring
frornn = 3 to 'II =_ 2 (i.e. for the Ho: emission line). However, only 7 of these do occur
in practice. The rules by which we can determine whether a transition is allowed or
not, are called selection rules.

The strong transitions between levels are driven by electric dipoles. The electric
dipole selection rules put limitations on the allowed changes of the quantum numbers
during a transition, and they are the following (Tennyson, 2005, p. 71-74):

(1) 6J = 0, ±1, but transition from J = 0 to J = 0 is not allowed.

(2) 6MJ = 0, ±l.

(3) Parity must change (the Laperte rule).

(4) 68=0
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(3.54)

(5) Only one electron jumps, and
6.'11, = any
6.1 = ±l.

(6) 6.L = 0, ±1 but transition from L = 0 to L = 0 is not allowed.

Rules (1) to (3) are rigorous, i.e. they must be obeyed by all electric dipole transi-
tions. Transitions obeying all of the selection rules above, are called allowed tromsi-
iions.

The 7 allowed transitions constituting Ha: emission are:

3~ 2S1/2 --t 2p 2po
1/2

3~ 2S1/2 --t 2p 2po
3/2

3p 2po '), 2S1/21/2 --t ~s

3p 2po 2' 2S:I/23/2 --t s

3d 2D3/2 --t 2p 2po
1/2

3d 2D3/2 --t 2p 2po
3/2

3p 2D5/2 --t 2p 2p~/2

Transitions that violate rules (4) to (6) are still possible, but much more unlikely.
Transitions disobeying rule (4) are called intercombination lines and they arise from
the mixing of spin states because of relativistic effects. Transitions disobeying rule
(5) and/or (6) are called forbidden transitions and are usually weaker than the in-
tercombination lines.

While not discussed in detail here, it should be noted that, apart from electric dipole
transitions, weaker transitions driven by magnetic moments and higher electric mul-
tipoles are also possible. These are also known as forbidden transitions.

Einstein coefficients

According to the selection rules above, some transitions are allowed, some are for-
bidden and some are even "more forbidden". The allowability of a certain transition
can be quantified in terms of the average 14etirne of the transition (e.g. Kitchin
1995, Section 4.3). The tromsition probobilits) (expressed in s-1) is the inverse of
the lifetime of the transition, and is given by the associated Einstein coefficients
(e.g. Rybicki and Lightman 2004, p. 27-33).

The number of transitions per unit time per unit volume from a higher level j to a
lower level i is given by
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(3.55)

The first term represents the contribution from spontaneous 0'1111ss1On.Nj is the
number of atoms per unit volume in state j and Aji is the Einstein coefficient for
spontaneous emission. which is the number of transitions per second from state j to
state i.

The second term represents the contribution from stimulated emission. Bji is the
Einstein coefficient for stirnula teel emission, and Iji is the intensity associated with
the external radiation field with appropriate wavelength to induce the transition
from state j to state i,

The number of transitions from level i to j caused by the absorption of photons with
appropriate wavelength from the external radiation field, is given by

where Bij is the corresponding Einstein coefficient for photoabsorption. There-
fore, for every possible transition in the different atoms and ions, there exists
an Einstein coefficient describing the probability of that transition occurring. A
database of transition probabilities is available on the website of the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology (NIST) at http://physics . nist . gOYIcgi - binl
ASBib1!TransProbBib. cgi (Krarnida and Fuhr, 2011). The NIST website also pro-
vides atomic and molecular energy levels and transition wavelengths.

3.4 The significance of the line profile

The preceding discussion of energy levels and transitions related to the formation
of spectral lines, creates the perception that a certain spectral line will have a very
specific wavelength and that it will in fact show up as an infinitely thin spike on an
intensity versus wavelength diagram. However, it is quite obvious from any spec-
trurn that each spectral line has a non-zero width, forming a more or less Vvshaped
structure, which is called the line profile. Such broadened profiles are shown in
Fig. 3.7.

The iniensiisi contained in a broadened spectral line is described by a convenient
measure called the equiualerit 'Width which is defined as (e.g. Alien 1964, p. 164)

(3.56)

where 1;.. is the line intensity and C" the continuum level at wavelength A. According
to this definition. the equivalent width will be positive for an absorption line and
negative for an emission line. In a. more practical sense, consider a rectangle with
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Fig. 3.7: The equivalent width and FWHM of an absorption line and an emission line. The
shaded areas are all equal. (Adapted from Robinson 2007, p. 54, Fig. 5.3.)

height equal to the mean background-subtracted continuum at the line position.
The width of this rectangle with area equal to the area contained in the spectral line
itself, is the equivalent width of a spectral line. This concept is illustrated in Fig. 3.7.

Theoretically, the equivalent width is independent of exposure length and spectro-
graph properties, as it is normalized to the continuum, but practical considerations
can lead to '" 10% differences for different instruments (Kitchin. 1995, Section 13.4).
The equivalent width is often expressed as the dimension less quantity vV = W,\/ Ao.

The width of a spectral line is usually described by its width at half its peak in-
tensity. This is called the full 'Width at half maximum. (FWHM) or the half-width

(.6A1/2) of the line, and is indicated for both lines in Fig. 3.7.

The widened shape of the spectral line is primarily the result of processes taking
place in the source itself. By analysing line profiles, a wealth of information can be
extracted related to the fascinating physical processes inherent to the source. In this
section the different broadening mechanisms contributing to the shape of a spectral
line will be discussed.

3.4.1 Natural line broadening

In spite of (and not contradicting) the quantized nature of the energy levels in
an atom, the energies associated with energy levels are not precisely determined,
but spread over a small energy range .6E (e.g. Peach 1975). This is explained by
referring to the Heisenberg uncertainty principle, which can be written in terms of
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li,
6.E6.t 2: 2" . (3.57)

energy and time as

This means that the product of the uncertainty in energy and the lifetime of a en-
ergy level has a certain minimum value. Therefore, in a transition between two such
"fuzzy" energy levels, the energy change will still be associated with a. photon with
precise wavelength, but photons arising from many of these transitions will have
slightly difforont wavelengths, causiug tho spectra] lino to have a sligbtly widened
profile.

Consider a collection of atoms in which the number of atoms in state .7 at time t
is denoted by Nj(t). The probability that a spontaneous transition from state .7 to
another state will take place in ct time dt is given by ~!jdt. The rate ~!j is often called
the level's damping constant and represents the total number of transitions per unit
time from state j to all available lower levels 17, and all available higher levels m, i.e.

(3.58)

(refer to the discussion of Einstein coefficients in Section 3.3.2). It can be shown
that the number of atoms in state j at time t relates to the number of atoms at
t = 0 in the following way:

(3.59)

In an atomic transition from level j to level i, an electromagnetic wave is emitted
with amplitude

f(l;) = f(O) piwji,t-hi;/2)t , (3.60)

which represents a wave with decaying amplitude, where Wji is the associated an-
gular frequency. Because two levels are involved during the transition: the effect of
the damping constants of both levels are included by using the combined damping
constant 'Iji = ~(j+ 'l'i·

The wave in Eq. (3.60) consists of a multitude of separate monochromatic waves
with slightly different angular frequencies W distributed about the central angular fre-
quency, Wj-i, and this distribution can of course be described by the Fourier transform
F(w) of Eq. (:3.60). The corresponding energy spectrum is given by (1/27T)JF(wW.
For an ensemble of atoms that are emitting photons at random phase, the spectrum
of the ensemble is proportional to that of a single emitter. Then it can be shown
that the line profile is

(3.61)
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FWHlVl = --2 ~ 0.000118 A .
3mec '

(3.64)

which is in the form of it Lorentz profile describing the intensity spread for frequencies
about the central frequency, //)'i. It can be readily deduced from Eq, (3.61) that the
FWHlVI of the line profile is given by

~(ji
6.//1/2 = 2(// - Ilj'i) = 271" (3.62)

In rt classical approximation. the damping coefficient for i'1 classical oscillator,

(3.63)

can simply be substituted into Eq. (3.62) (e.g. Kitchiu 1995, Section 4.4.1). Because
6./\ = -C/I/-26.//, the FWHlvI in wavelength terms is then

which is of course a constant, and this means that all naturally broadened lines
have the same wavelength width, which is very small. Even though the more accu-
rate quantum mechanical consideration introduces a dependence of the FvVHM on
the line identity, these values are also very small in most cases - in fact, natural
broadening is usually completely overpowered by other broadening mechanisms and
is often safely negligible in observational astronomical spectroscopy.

3.4.2 Pressure broadening

Because atoms consist of positive and negative charges, any 'atom will have an elec-
tric field associated with it. When there is a close encounter or "collision" between
different atoms or ions: they will perturb each other's electric fields and the energy
levels of the atoms will be disturbed. This can cause a transition between two energy
levels to be associated with a wavelength that is slightly shifted from the expected
value, and the spectral line arising from emission or absorption by many such dis-
turbed atoms will have a broadened profile. This is known as pTeSStLTe broadenuu;

(e.g. Robinson 2007, p. 61).

J. Stark suggested that the electronic vibrations of a radiating atom can be perturbed
by the presence of neighbouring charges: awl this was confirmed when the' splitting
of spectral lines into multiple compououts under the intluoneo of a strong electric
field We1.S observed (see Struve 1929 and references therein). In a gas or plasma. with
many positive ions and free electrons, the distances from each perturbed atom to
the neighbouring charged particles are randomly distributed. This implies that the
wavelengths of the components produced by individual atoms will not be the same,
and the combination of components from a population of atoms will blend into a
continuously broadened line profile.
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Pressure broadening is actually a very complex process with several possible con-

tributing mechanisms, i.e. linear and quadratic Stark broadening, resonance broad-

ening and Van der Waals interaction, but ion broadening by the linear Stark effect

is the most important effect for hydrogen lines in the optical waveband (Lang, 1999,

p. 188-196). However, electron broadening will also play a role, especially where the

transitions involve levels with large principal quantum numbers.

When considering the influence of nearby charges on an atom, either the quasi-static

or the impact approximation is often used. According to the quasi-static approxi-

mation, the charged particles move slowly and the electric field is therefore almost

static. The impact approximation considers the atom as a radiating oscillator that

is perturbed by close encounters with nearby particles and it is assumed that these

collisions occur one at a time and are virtually instantaneous.

Vidal, Cooper and Smith (1973) provide tables of Stark broadening values for hy-

drogen. These are based on a "unified theory" for linear Stark broadening where ion

broadening is considered in terms of a quasi-static approach, and electron broadening

in terms of an impact approach near the central wavelength, and in terms of a quasi-

static approach very far from the central wavelength. A selection of these tables,

together with a description of how they should be used, are presented in Appendix C.

Consider an Ha emission line originating in a plasma with a temperature of 10 000 K.
The amount of pressure broadening for this line will be determined by the density

of the plasma. Tables C.1 to C.4 in Appendix C were used to calculate the pressure

broadened profile for the Ha line at four different electron densities. These profiles
are shown in Fig. 3.8. As can be expected, the width of the profile increases for

larger densities.

3.4.3 Doppler broadening

When there is relative movement between a source of radiation and the observer,

a phenomenon called the Doppler effect is introduced. When the source is moving

towards the observer, the time between successive wave fronts decreases and the

observer sees radiation with a shorter wavelength (called a "blue shift"). When the

source is moving away from the observer, the time between successive wave fronts

increases and the result is that the observed wavelength is longer (called a "red

shift") (e.g. Robinson 2007, p. 46).

It is important to note that only motion directed along the line of sight - named

radial motion - will introduce a Doppler effect, while motion perpendicular to the
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Fig.3.8: The Ho: line profiles for T = 10 000 K at electron densities 1013 cm=", 1014 cm-3,
1015 cm-3 and 1016 cm-3 respectively, compiled from the tables of Vidal et al. (1973). 6A
represents the distance from the central wavelength, 6562,82 A, while S(6A) represents the
intensity. For display purposes, the area under each curve is equal to the magnitude of its
corresponding electric field strength Fo (see Appendix C for more details),

line of sight will have no effect on the perceived wavelength. The Doppler formula

relates the relative radial velocity v between the source and observer to the shift

from the rest wavelength >'0 or the rest frequency I/o:

v
>'0 1/ c

(3.65)-=--=

where ..0.>'= >. - >'0, with>' the apparent wavelength, ..0.1/= 1/ - I/O, with 1/ the

apparent frequency, and c is the speed of light. For motion away from the observer,

v is positive; for motion towards the observer, v is negative. The simple equation

above is only valid for non-relativistic speeds; if v is comparable to c, the relativistic

Doppler formula should be used:

1+vjc -1
J1+v2jc2 .

(3.66)

Analysis of the Doppler effect is an immensely powerful diagnostic tool in astro-

nomical spectroscopy, as it relates to various physical phenomena in astronomical

sources.

Thermal broadening

The atoms or ions in any emitting source with temperature above absolute zero are in

constant thermal motion. Thermal broadening is one of the broadening mechanisms
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(3.68)

contributing to the spectral line profile, and is caused by the radial components

of the movement of the emitting atoms. The velocity distribution of a population

of atoms with temperature T is described by the Maxwell distribution (e.g. Peach

1975),
1

f(v)dv = C:::T)"2 e-mv/2kT dv , (3.67)

with m the mass of a single particle with most probable speed /2kT jm. By means of

Eq, (3.65), it is quite straightforward to rewrite Eq. (3.67) as a function of wavelength

in the following way:

This represents a Gaussian distribution (e.g. Kitchin 1995, Section 13.7.1) with

intensity profile
(3.69)

and
8kTln2 \

2 /\0·me
(3.70)FWHM=

If thermal broadening is the only broadening mechanism present, the associated

spectral line will therefore have a Gaussian profile with a width dependent on the

temperature of the emitting region and the rest wavelength of the line. The depen-

dence on the mass (inertia) of the atoms implies that thermal broadening will be

smaller for larger atoms.

To calculate the thermal broadening for an Ha line (AO = 6562.81 Á) produced in
a plasma with temperature 10 000 K, we substitute these values into Eq. (3.70)

together with the mass of a hydrogen atom (i.e. the proton mass mp), to obtain

FWHM ~ 0.47 Á. This can be verified by plotting the corresponding normalized

gaussian profile, given by the dashed curve in Fig. 3.9.

By convolving this thermal profile with the Stark profile for Ne = 1014 cm-3 in

Fig. 3.8, the solid curve in Fig. 3.9 is obtained. The FWHM of the convolved

profile is 0.52 Á, slightly larger than the 0.47 Á for the pure thermal profile. Tem-

perature broadening is clearly much more prominent than pressure broadening if

Ne '" 1014 cm-3 for the plasma described above.

The convolution of alOODD K thermal profile with Stark profiles at different electron

densities for the Ha and H,B lines were also obtained from the tables of Vidal et al.

(1973) in Appendix C, and the resulting profiles are shown in Fig. 3.10. It is evident
that pressure broadening is more pronounced for H,B (and also for higher Balmer
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Fig.3.9: Ha profiles for pure thermal broadening (dashed curve, FWHM ~ 0.47 Á) and for
thermal broadening convolved with Stark broadening for electron density 1014 cm-3 (solid
curve, FWHM ~ 0.52 Á) according to the tables of Vidal et al. (1973) (Table C.2). The
area under each curve is normalized to 1.

lines) than for Ha.

Turbulent broadening

Large-scale motions of atoms arising from turbulence in the source, also causes

Doppler broadening of spectral lines. This includes the movement of convective

"blobs" inside the source. Like thermal broadening, turbulent broadening is also

associated with a Gaussian profile (e.g. Kitchin 1995, Section 13.7.2), but the most

probable speed of the thermal motion is replaced by an average turbulent velocity

VT. The profile due to turbulence is then

(3.71)

with
~

FWHM=V~Ao. (3.72)

For an average turbulent velocity of 2 km.s ", the FWHM of an Ho: line will be
0.07 Á, and the FWHM of an H,B line, 0.05 Á. The combined profile of the two

Gaussian profiles arising from temperature and turbulent broadening is just a third

Gaussian profile with

4(2kT jm + v?) In 2 \
2 /\0 .

C
FWHM= (3.73)
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Fig. 3.10: AT =10000 K thermal broadening profile convolved with pressure broadening
profiles at different electron densities (1013 cm-3, 1014 cm=", 1015 cm-3 and 1016 cm-3) for
Ha (top) and H,B (bottom). For display purposes, the area under each Ha curve is normalized
to 1, while the area under each H,B curve is equal to the magnitude of the corresponding
electric field strength Fo. The FWHM of each profile is also indicated. (Compiled from the
tables of Vidal et al. 1973 in Appendix C.)
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1(>.) = 1(>'0) [1 - C>'\~ >'] , (3.76)

Stellar rotation

Rotation is an inherent property of many astrophysical environments, and photons
emitted from different regions of the source will therefore be Doppler shifted by
different amounts, depending on the radial component of the rotational velocity at
every point. Because we usually observe a source as a point object, photons from
different regions will be observed simultaneously, and the observed spectral line will
have a broadened profile (e.g. Kitchin 1995, Section 13.7.4).

For example, a rotating star with equatorial velocity Ve will have a projected equato-
rial velocity of Ve sin i along the line of sight to the observer, where i is the inclination
of the rotational axis, i.e. the angle between the axis and the line of sight. It can be
shown that the radial velocity of any point on the star's surface is proportional to
the distance of the point from the axis, and that the line profile is given by

[
c2(>. _ >.0)2] 1/2

1(>') = 1(>'0) 1- ( . ')2>.2 '
Ve sm z 0

(3.74)

which is a semi-elliptical profile. The base width of the line is 2ve>.0 sin ilc, and the
full width at half maximum is

FWHM = V3ve sin i>'0 .
c

(3.75)

Expansion, contraction and stellar winds

The radial movement resulting from the radial expansion or contraction of a star can
also result in Doppler-broadened spectral lines (e.g. Kitchin 1995, Section 13.7.5).
For example, novae and supernovae have monotonically expanding surfaces during
their explosive phases, while some protostars may have monotonically contracting
surfaces. Cepheids, on the other hand, expand and contract continuously. Also,
stars often lose mass in the form of stellar winds blowing from the surface. These
processes can be very complex, and individual models should be used for an accurate
description of the associated spectral lines. However, the spherically symmetric case
is considered below as an idealized example.

In a shallow (i.e. very thin in comparison with its extent) absorbing or emitting
region, the broadened spectral line can be described by the simple triangular profile

up to the maximum wavelength shift >'0Vie, where V is the expansion or contraction
velocity. C is a constant appropriate to the star being considered. The full width
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FWHM= C . (3.77)
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Fig. 3.11: P Cygni line profile. (Adopted from Kitchin 1995, Fig. l.'3.9.)

at half maximurn of the profile is

However, for stellar winds and many other expanding sources, the thickness of the
region is significant compared to its extent. The line shape is then still more or less
triangular, but the wings now have a parabolic form, and the profile is now given by

x > Aa (1- y_Jl- 'l)C Tt

A S Aa (1 - *J1- ~)
(3.78)

where TO and Tl are the inner and outer radii respectively of the absorbing or emit-

for

for

ting region around the source.

In regions that accelerate as they are expanding, emission may come from the inner
parts, while absorption takes place in the outer regions. This results in an absorption
feature on the short wavelength side of the emission line, and this is known as a
P Cygni profile (see Fig. 3.11).

Collimated outflows

Various astronomical objects, for example active galactic nuclei and other accreting
compact objects, lose mass by collimated outflows or "jets", by which 8 collirna.ted
stream of material is ejected from the system. If such an outflow h88 a velocity
component along the line of sight, emission or absorption associated with material
in the Jet will also be Doppler shifted. In order to predict the corresponding effect
on the spectral line shape, various parameters of the individual object have to be
considered first, e.g. the angle of the outflow to the line of sight, the opening angle
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Fig.3.12: The average blue spectrum of RX J0513.9-6951 at a resolution of 1.3 A. (Adopted
from SouthweIl et al. 1996, Fig. 1.)

and velocity distribution of the jet itself, and the possibility that part of the jet
may be obscured by other parts of the system. If the radial component of the jet
velocity is very small, one may expect a slight Doppler shift just contributing to the
broadening of the spectral lines. For jet velocities with a large radial component,
the emission or absorption features associated with the jets may be completely sep-
arated from the main or central emission line.

Evidence of bipolar outflows have been found in several supersoft sources (Cowley
et al., 1998), one of them being the LMC supersoft source RX J0513.9-6951. Fig.3.12
shows the average blue spectrum of this source, taken by the 3.9-m Anglo-Australian
Telescope at Siding Spring at the end of November 1994 (Southwell et al., 1996).
The presence of blueshifted (S-) and redshifted (S+) "satellite lines" on either side
of the Hj3 and He II /\4686 lines are interpreted as high-velocity components of the
respective lines which are associated with bipolar jets in these systems. The inferred
projected jet velocity for RX J0513.9-6951 is '" 3800 km.s-1.
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Accretion disc line profile

Another very interesting broadening mechanism associated with disc-accreting sys-
tems is the characteristic line profile arising from the Doppler shift of emission from
a rotating accretion disc. In a previous section, the line broadening due to stellar



Fig. 3.13: (a) Top view of idealized rotating accretion disc, with constant radial velocity
curves indicated. (b) The resulting double-peaked line profile. Shaded areas indicate which
part of the disc produces which part of the profile. (Adapted from R.obinson 2007, p. 112,
Fig. 9.5, after Home and Marsh 1986, Fig. 1.)

rotation was discussed, and by a similar argument, the emission from a revolving
accretion disc should also yield a broadened spectral line. However, the geometry of
a disc is very different from that of a star. so the broadened profile due to the disc
can be expected to be very different from that associated with a rotating star.

In fact, apart from being considerably broadened, emission lines originating from
accretion discs often have a double-peaked structure and quite broad wings (see
Fig. 3.13(b)). Robinson (2007, p. 107-117) provides an overview of a basic model
compiled by .J. Smak which explains the structure of the double-peaked profile
(Smak, 1969), and also mentions the refinements of K. Horne and T. Marsh on
this model (Home and Marsh, 1986).

In Smalc's model, it is assumed that the accretion disc is optically thin and that
emitting material is evenly distributed throughout the disc. It is also assumed that
the orbital motion of the disc material about the primary object is Keplerian.

A

B

Blue
peak

Central
B L----reversal1 To

observer
--~-...
Rotation

(a)

Blue peak Red peak

.1 Central
reversal

Blue
wmg

Wavelength

(b)

Consider an accretion disc that is being viewed at an inclination of 90°, i.e. "edge-
on" . For the moment, we will consider the rotational disc broadening to be the only
relevant line broadening mechanism. Emission from disc material moving perpen-
dicular across the line of sight (on line AB in Fig. 3.13) will of course not be Doppler
shifted, and is represented by the central reversal region at the rest wavelength of
the line. Emission from material moving towards or away from the observer (across
CD) will be blue shifted or red shifted respectively.
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However, the material crossing CD will not all have the same speeds; material to-
wards the outer edge will move slower than material at the inner edge of the disc.
In fact, the points on the disc's inner edge, closest to the primary star, will have the
highest radial velocity and represent the outer wing limits of the line profile.

For such an optically thin disc. we C"U1 consider the intensity of the line profile at a
certain Doppler shift from the rest wavelength as being proportional to the number
of emitters in the disc material that are moving at the associated radial velocity.
Therefore we can gaill some insight in the form of the prolik- by investigating "con-
tours" of constant radial velocity on the disc. If we should start at the point C
and move counterclockwise, the Keplerian velocity will stay constant, but the rtulial

component will decrease, therefore points with radial velocity equal to that of C,
should be closer to the centre, like point E. In this fashion, a map containing an
infinite amount of constant radial velocity curves can be created. Some of these
curves are shown in Fig. 3.13(a), and the pattern created represents that of a dipole
field.

Thus, emission from all particles along one of the curves will produce a single point
on the line profile. The longest lines represent the blue and red peaks. Fig. 3.13
illustrates which parts of the disc produces what part of the profile.

However, the assumption of evenly distributed material is not entirely realistic, as
the inward spiralling of material actually causes the density closer to the central star
to be higher. This wil! cause the intensity in the wing regions of the profile to be
enhanced.

Horne and Marsh refined S111ak'srnodel by considering the potential absorption of
an emitted photon in an optically thick disc. For such a photon to be absorbed,
the relative velocity of the absorbing atom relative to the emitting atom must be
zero, otherwise the photon is "seen" to be at a wavelength differing from the rest
wavelength. By simply considering the different relative velocities encountered by
photons emitted at different angles: it is found that a photon has the greatest chance
of escaping an optically thick disc if the angle of emission is 45° measured from the
disc radius drawn through the emitting a.tom. The effect of this refinement to the
line profile shape is to change the form of the central reversal more to a. "V" -shape
from the "U" -shape predicted by the Smak model.
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So far, our discussion only considers a symmetrical disc, and therefore equal intensi-
ties of the two peaks. Asymmetrical features like one ormore "hot spots" where the
material transferred from the secondary hit the accretion disc rim, will obviously
change the profile shape and the relative heights of the two peaks.



Fig. 3.14: Accretion disc emission line profiles for different inclination angles. (Adopted
from Robinson 2007, j). 113, Fig. 9.6.)

For inclinations smaller than 90°: the rotational broadening effect will be similar
but diminished, as the radial component of the disc rotation will be smaller. This
is illustrated in Fig. 3.14. If we view the accretion disc face-on (at an inclination of
0°), the rotation will essentially have no radial component or broadening effect.

However, depending on the nature and inclination of the disc and of course the
spectrograph resolution, an emission line from an accretion disc may not necessarily
exhibit the double-peaked structure discussed above, but may just be considerably
broadened about the central wavelength.

3.5 Doppler shift of central wavelength

Apart from the numerous phenomena that introduce broadeniru; of a spectral line
due to the Doppler effect: the movement of the source as a whole relative to an
earthly observer will obviously cause a Doppler shift as well. This can be observed
as a shift of the whole spectral line: and can be quantified in terms of the shift of the
central wavelength of the line from the rest wavelength Ao. The shift in the central
wavelength depends on the radial velocity through the Doppler formula Eq, (3.65),
regardless of any broadening that might also be present.
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Wavelength

The radial velocity of the centre of mass of a system relative to the Sun is called its
systemic velocity. Any astronomical system will thus have an associated systemic
velocity Vo, causing the central wavelengths of all the spectral lines from that system
to be shifted by ~A = "0Vol c.
The significance of the radial velocities measured from central line wavelength shifts
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Having reviewed the basic properties of aceteting binary systems in the previous
chapter and the fundamental principles applicable to spectroscopy in this chapter,
we will now continue to a discussion of the general properties of supersoft X-ray

sources as Ct class of objects.

for the two components of a binary system was already discussed in Section 2.1,
where it has become evident that such measurement can play a key role in quanti-
fying the characteristic parameters of a bina.ry system.
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Supersoft X-ray Sources:
General Characteristics

.Chapter 4

Supersoft X-ray sources (SSS) are a class of highly luminous astronomical sources,
with bolometric luminosities rv 1086 - 10;08 erg S-I, which are near the Eddington
limit for a solar-mass object. They are characterized by the emission of X-rays in
the 0.1 - 2 keV band; in fact, ;::, 90% of the source photons (without interstellar
absorption) have energies below 0.5 keV (e.g. van Teeseling 1998), and effective
temperatures range between rv 15 - 80 eV. They were first discovered in the Magel-
lanic Clouds due to the low interstellar absorption in the direction of these galaxies,
and their proximity. The supersoft sources CAL83 and CAL87 in the Large Magel-
lanic Cloud (LMC), and lE 0035.4-7230 and lE 0056.8-7154 in the Small Magellanic
Cloud (SMC) were already discovered around 1980 with the Einstein, satellite (Long,
Helfand and Grabelsky, 1981; Seward and Mitchell, 1981). They were only estab-
lished as a distinct class of objects during the all-sky survey of the R.OSAT satellite
in 1990-1991 (Tnimper et al., 1991), during which several new SSS were discovered,
and the subsequent pointed R.OSAT observations.

The approximate known populations of SSS are as follows: rv 15 in the 'Milky Way,
18 in the LMC (Kahabka et al., 2008), 6 in the SMC and 120-160 in about 20
external galaxies (Kahabka, 2006). The small number of observed SSS in the Milky
Way is ascribed to the high degree of interstellar absorption of supersoft X-rays in
the galactic plane.

4.1 The primary star - an accreting white dwarf?

Because of the similarities of their spectra to those of low-mass X-ray binaries, it
has initially been suggested that SSS may be aceieting black hole (Cowley et al.,
1990; Smale et al., 1988) or neutron star systems (Greiner, Hasinger and Kahabka,
1991; Kylafis and Xilouris, 1993). However, these models present several problems,
as pointed out by van den Heuvel et al. (1992).
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Although black hole systems such as Cyg X-I and LiVIC X-3 do have soft X-ray
spectra, their effective temperatures are still in the range of a few keV, which is
higher than required for SSS. Greiner et al. (1991) explained the supersoft emission
i:tB originating from a neutron star accreting matter at very high rates, yielding all

accretion luminosity at or above the Eddington limit. This would cause the for-
mation of a dense cocoon of ionized material around the neutron star, causing the
Xvray spectrum to become softer as the photospheric radius expands. However, alle
of the difficulties of this model is that a column density high enough to quench the
X-ray Iiux is r-xpoctcd to exist a.t super-Eddington acerotion in a neutron star system.

The luminosity: radius and effective temperature of a star are related by the Stefan-
Boltzrnann law (see Section 2.7.2). Typical values of the intrinsic luminosity and
effective temperature for SSS are L rv 3 X 1037 erg S-1 and kTeif rv 40 eV. Sub-
stituting these values into Eq. (2.112) yields radii that are typical for white dwarfs
(R rv 109 cm), leading to the conclusion that the X-rays are produced by accretion
onto a white dwarf (e.g. Kahabka and van den Heuvel 1997).

A white dwarf (WD) would have to acerete matter at a rate of rv 2 X 10-6 Me) yr-1

to produce such a high accretion luminosity. However, it can be shown that the
nuclear fusion of an amount of material on a white dwarf yields about 30 times
more energy than the accretion energy that is released when the same amount of
material is accreted onto the white dwarf. Therefore, if nuclear fusion is present, the
accretion rate required to produce the observed luminosity is substantially reduced.

Van den Heuvel et al. (1992) showed that the supersoft emission can be explained
by steady nuclear burning of accreted hydrogen on the surface of a white dwarf with
mass between 0.7Ale) and1.2}/.[e) (see also Iben 1982). This requires mass transfer on
a thermal time-scale by Roche lobe overflow from a close main-sequence companion
that is more massive than the white dwarf (1.5 - 2.0M'2)' yielding q > 1. This is
the close binary supersoft source or CB SS model. The accretion rate required to
sustain the steady nuclear burning is rv 1 - 4 x 1O-71VIe) yr-1.

There is evidently some similarities between the CBSS model and those of the cata-
clysmic variable (CV) class of objects, with the important difference being that, in
CV's, the mass ratio q < 1, and the mass transfer rate will be too low to sustain
steady hydrogen burning.

Although the high white dwarf masses inferred for many SSS seem to suggest that
they contain O-Ne-lVIg white dwarfs, this does not have to be the case; they may
have started out as C-O white dwarfs, gaining mass through accretion (see Kahabka
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· -7 (MWO ) -1msteady = 3.7 x 10 Al(') - 0.4 Nl(') yr , (4.1 )

and van den Heuvel (1997) and references therein).

4.2 Nuclear H-burning as a function of accretion rate

When an envelope of hydrogen-rich material is secreted onto a white dwarf, nuclear
fusion can be ignited if the critical envelope mass .6.'/I~cl'itis reached, which can sus-
tain the temperature and pressure conditions that are required for nuclear burning
by the eNO cycle (i.e. T '" 108 K and P .2: 1018_1020 dyne cm-2) (Fujimoto, 1982).
The value of 6m'crit decreases with increasing WD mass and increasing accretion
rate (Prialnik and Kovetz, 1995). The higher the accretion rate, the less violent the
induced outburst will be, and steady nuclear burning can occur if the accretion rate
is similar to the rate of nuclear burning, i.e, rrl'" '1i7.nuc.

In fact, there are three different regimes when considering the response of a white
dwarf to accretion - unstable nova shell outbursts for low accretion rates, steady
nuclear burning for intermediate accretion rates, and some of the accreted matter
blown off in an optically thick accretion wind for very high accretion rates. These
three regimes are illustrated for different WD masses in Fig. 4.1, and in Fig. 4.2 the
positions of the corresponding white dwarfs 011 the HR diagram are indicated.

4.2.1 Low accretion rate

For material consisting of 70% hydrogen (X = 0.7), the boundary between stable
and unstable nuclear burning is given by (Hachisu and Kato, 2001)

and is represented by the lower horizontal line in Fig. 4.1. No steady hydrogen burn-
ing takes place for 'Ii?, < 'l'nsteady, but nova out bursts are triggered by unstable shell
flashes. This is represented by the dotted lines in Fig. 4.2. For accretion rates below
0.25'ri-"stea.dy, all accreted matter will be blown off during a nova outburst (Ka.habka.
and van den Heuvel, 2006).

The basic evolutionary stages of a nova outburst are shown in Fig. 4.3. The time-
scale of the evolution is. however, very different for different novae. with a higher vVD
mass yielding faster evolution. In the presence of an optically thick wind, supersoft
X-rays will not be observed due to absorption by the wind. Therefore, theoretically,
all novae will become supersoft sources after the optically thick wind has ceased, up
to when the hydrogen burning stops (Kato, 2010).
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Fig. 4.1: The response of a WD to accretion rate, illustrating the regions of recurrent shell
flashes. steady Il-burning and optically thick accretion winds for different valnes of the WD
mass MWD. The Eddington-limited accretion rate for H is denoted by 7i1E. The element
abundance is indicated at the top, where X represents the fraction of H, Y the fraction of
He and Z the fraction of other elernents. The oblique lines at the bottom represent loci of
constant ignition mass. (Adopted from Nomoto 1982, Fig. 9.)
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Fig. 4.2: An HR diagram with a. number of loci (Nfo = constant) for accreting WD's,
showing the luminosity L in terms of the effective surface temperature Teir· The dotted por-
tions represent unstable nuclear burning, and the solid and dashed fragments stable burning.
The dashed portions represent the region of optically thick mass loss. The composition of
accreted matter is the same as in Fig. 4.1. (Adapted from Kato 2010, Fig. I.)
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Fig. 4.3: The evolution of a nova outburst. (a) After the start of the nova explosion, the
WD envelope greatly expands and wind mass loss sets in. (b)-(c) The photospheric radius
shrinks with time while the photospheric temperature rises, and a large part of the envelope
material is blown off. (cl) The companion re-appears from tho shrinking vVD photosphoro
and (e) an accretion disc may form again. (f) The optically thick wind stops, (g) H buming
stops and a. cooling phase is entereel. Internal shocks between the ejecta, or a bow shock
formed between the ejecta and the companion, may cause the emission of hard X-ra.ys from
(a) to (f). The UV flux is the strongest from (b) to (f), and is replaced by supersoft X-ray
emission from (f) to (g). (Adopted from Ha.chisu and Ka.to 2006, Fig. 1.)
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· -ï (iI1WD ) ,-I'///'cr = 7.6 x 10 -- - 0.4 j\.10 yr ,
M0

(4.2)

4.2.2 Intermediate accretion rate

For X = 0.7, the onset of accretion winds is marked by the critical value (Hachisu
and Kata, 2001)

which is represented by the upper horizontal line in Fig. 4.1. For r11steady < ri" < 7i'~cr,

steady hydrogen shell burning takes place without the formation of optically thick
winds. This leads to the formation of a persistent SSS, represented by the solid lines
in Fig. 4.2.

4.2.3 High accretion rate

When rh > rn.cr, stable hydrogen burning can take place in a thin shell around the
white dwarf, while the excess accreted matter piles up to form an extended envelope
(a so-called red giant envelope) around the white dwarf, with part of the envelope
being blown off in an optically thick wind. This is represented by the dashed lines
in Fig. 4.2. Absorption of supersoft X-rays by the optically thick winds will prevent
such a source from being observed as a SSS during such an extremely high mass
accretion phase. However, a source with such a high accretion rate may still exhibit
transient supersoft behaviour by a limit-cycle process such as that described by
Reinsch et al. (2000).

4.3 White dwarf properties

The radius of a white dwarf is inversely related to its mass by (see Eracleous and
Horne 1996; Hamada and Salpeter 1961)

(li! )-088 IWD .
RWD = 4.9 x 10 M0 (4.3)

according to which the white dwarf radius decreases with increasing mass.

However, the accretion of material onto the WD surface will cause the formation of a
hydrogen burning shell 011 the vVD, and this will mean that the effectivo photosplicrc
of the X-ray source will have a larger radius than the radius of the degenerate core.
Therefore the radius inferred from a. measured luminosity and effective temperature
by using the relationship in Eq. (2.112) will also include the contribution of a hydro-
gen burning shell. Using this radius to calculate the WD mass with Eq. (4.3) will
therefore lead to an underestimation of the WD mass. For SSS with stable nuclear
burning, the photospheric radius will be "-' 2 - 3 times larger than the radius of the
white dwarf alone (see Ibragimov et al. 2003 and references therein).
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Fig. 4.4: Relationship between mass and luminosity for degenerate dwarfs with H-burning
shells. The solid curve at the top is the plateau luminosity curve for cool WD's. The dashed
curve is applicable to He Wfr's, and the clash-dotted curve to hot C-O WD's. Lgrav,nmx is
the maximurn accreting vVD luminosity that can be reached by the release of gravitational
potential energy. (Adapted from Iben and Tutukov 1996, Fig. 5.)

The relationship between the luminosity and mass of a hot, degenerate C-O white
dwarf core powered by a shell of burning hydrogen can be estimated by:

and is illustrated by the dash-dotted curve in Fig. 4.4 (see Iben and Tutukov 1996 and
references therein). This luminosity represents the "plateau" luminosity, i.e. the lu-
minosity at the horizontal track for a specific WD mass in the HR diagram (Fig. 4.2).
For a He white dwarf, the relationship is described by

during the plateau H-burning phase after its departure from the first giant branch.
This relation is represented by the dashed curve in Fig. 4.4. For thermonuclear
burning of hydrogen on a zero-temperature WD consisting of He, C and 0, or °
and Ne, the following estimate (given by the solid curve in Fig. 4.4) can be used
during the shell Il-burning phase after a shell flash:
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According to Iben and Tutukov (1996), SSS that are undergoing stable burning
normally have hot cores and are described quite well by Eq, (4.4). On the other
hand, white dwarfs in CV's and symbiotic sources undergoing nova outbursts are
more likely to be old, and the approximation for a cool vVD in Eq. (4.6) is more valid.

Sulelmanov and Ibragimov (2003) approximated the mass-radius relation for a. white
dwarf by a third-order polonomial,

(
M ) (M)2 (1'11)3Rv = 1.90 - 2.90 ]I;:) + 2.53 ~1'~:) - 0.960 ~),~o , (4.7)

where R!) = RWD/10!) cm. They analysed the effective temperature of supersoft
sources in the region of stable nuclear burning, and suggested the following estimate
of the relationship between the effective temperature and the WD mass for a SSS:

'1nl ('m] - 0.26)°·25
kTelf = 26 eV x ° 5 '

[1 - 1.53n~1+ 1.33mi - 0.51mi] .
(4.8)

where m.] = Mwo/MG' The equation was derived assuming that the vVD luminos-
ity is equal to one half of the plateau luminosity, and that the photospheric radius
is larger than the radius of the WD by a factor of 2(MG/Mwo)2. However, they
note that the appropriate relation for sources accreting below the steady-burning
rate may be more complex than the above.

Another quantity that is of importance is the surface gravity of the WD, given by

under the assumption that the WD can be regarded as a point mass.

4.4 SSS subclasses

Apart from the classical CBSS model of van den Heuvel et al (1992), there are also
other classes of systems that can produce supersoft X-ray emission. Di Stefano and
Nelson (1996) considered hydrogen burning on accreting white dwarfs, and distin-
guished four basic classes: CV's, CBSS's, vVBSS's (wide-binary supersoft sources)
and SySS's (symbiotic supersoft sources). This classification scheme is shown in
Table 4.1.

Even though CV's can not be steady SSS, nova outbursts in such systems can still
bring about supersoft emission as explained in the previous section. Classical novae
(CN) are defined as systems for which only one eruption is observed. Recurrent
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Type Mass transfer rh e.: Steady (S) / Mass Well-known
mechanism (MG yr-1) (days) Recurrent (R) ejection examples

CV Magnetic <~ 10
, <~ 0.2 H. Nova Nova Li'vlC 1!J!J5 (eN)

braking/ U Seo (RN)
gravitational Si'dC 13'!"

radiation
Cl3SS Thermal >~ 10 ,

~ 0.2 - :UJ S Wind~ CAL 83
t irne-scale (for CAL 87

readj ustment Tb. > J7!cr) RX JO!J25.7-4758
of c1onor

<~ 10-i ~ 0.2 X 102 Il Nova.
Wl3SS Nuclear >~ 10 { ~ 3.0 x 10 S Winds

evolution (for
of donor Ti]. > '/hcr)

<~ ]O-i ~ 3.0 X 102 R Nova.
SySS Stellar >~ 10 { ~1O S Winds RR Tel

winds or AG Dra.
R.oche lobe RX ,)0048.4-7:332

overflow from
evolved donor

<~ lO-i ~ 102 Il Nova

Table 4.1: The SSS classification scheme of Di Stefano and Nelson (1996) for hydrogen-
burning C-O white dwarfs. (Adapted from Di Stefano and Nelson 1996, Table l.)
"SIvIC U has previously been classified as a CBSS, but is now thought that this source iuay
be a CV with supersoft emission from a slowly evolving nova outburst.

novae (RN), on the other hand, are defined as systems that were first classified as
CN, but were later found to repeat their eruptions (e.g. 'Warner 1995). Examples of
SSS exhibiting such behaviour are the CN Nova LMC 1995, and the RN U Sco.

Systems in which the donor star is initially more evolved than the donor in aCBSS,
and in which the nuclear evolution of the donor can then sustain mass transfer by
Roche lobe overflow with 'lit in the steady burning range, are referred to as wide-
binary supersoft sources or WBSS by Di Stefano (1996), who suggests that such a
system may a180 exhibit SSS behaviour.

Some SSS have been identified as symbiotic systems. Symbiotic stars are interacting
binary stars with very long periods that usually consist of a hot white dwarf and a
red giant donor embedded in an ionized nebula, The nebula is produced by the ex-
citation of the atmosphere/wind of the giant by radiation from the hot white dwarf
(Miirset, Schild and Vogel, 1996). Material from the red giant is accreted onto the
white dwarf, and when a critical mass is reached, this can lead to a nova outburst.
However, nuclear outbursts in symbiotic novae last much longer than those in clas-
sical novae (McKenna et al., 1997). Symbiotic systems that have been observed as
SSS are RR Telescopii and AG Draconis in our galaxy, and the SMC source RX
J0048.4-7332 (SMC 3).

Other possible scenarios for the production of supersoft X-rays include the luminous
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nuclei of planetary nebulae (PN) -- like the SMC SSS lE 0056.8-7154 - and He
shell flashes (Kata. 1996). Before eventually becoming the nucleus of il PN, a star
can undergo a final He shell flash during the course of its evolution. Also, if part
of the accreted matter remains on the surface of an accreting vVD after a nova
outburst, El. layer of He "ash" can develop under the H-burning zone, and this will
grow with every H flash. Once the mass of the He layer is large enough. it can he
ignited and a He nova outburst follows. Both a "final He flash" and a He nova can
produce supersoft Xvrays. Yungelson et al. (1996) also mentions systems with He
donors, as well as double degenerate systems, as SSS candidates. The LMC SSS
RX J0439.8-6809 is possibly a double degenerate source (van Teeseling et al., 1997).

4.5 The nature of the secondary star

As previously discussed, the CBSS model requires a secondary star more massive
than the vVD. Such an appropriate donor should have a radiative envelope, and
should be a slightly evolved main-sequence star with a spectral type earlier than
about F5 (Kahabka and van den Heuvel, 1997). This is explained as follows: With
q > 1, the mass transfer will shrink the binary separation and also the Roche lobe
of the donor. Also, the thermal equilibrium radius of an evolved star with a He-rich
core will not shrink when mass is removed from its envelope. Therefore the Roche
lobe shrinkage will yield the donor thermally unstable, and mass will be transferred
on its thermal time-scale until it becomes less massive than the primary.

When considering SySS, there are two possibilities. Roche lobe overflow from a red
giant with a lower mass than the WD can take place due to the nuclear evolution of
the red giant. In wide symbiotic systems where the red giant is on the asymptotic
giant branch and does not fill its Roche lobe. a strong stellar wind from the red
giant can still drive mass transfer rates high enough for the system to be a SSS.

However, because the optical spectra of CBSS are completely dominated by emission
from a bright, irradiated accretion disc, the donor itself makes only a minor ('" 10%)
contribution to the optical spectrum, therefore the spectral type of the secondary can
not be directly determined (see Kahabka and van den Heuvel (2006) and references
therein). (It does appear that the donor star is strongly heated by the X-ray emission
from the WD, and therefore contributes to the reprocessing of X-ray emission to
optical flux). The exceptions on this limitation are SSS that can also be observed
in their optically faint states, like recurrent novae, where irradiation of the disc is
greatly reduced and the spectrum is dominated by the secondary. For example, the
donor of the recurrent nova U Seo has been found to be of spectral type K2 V.
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4.6 The accretion disc

Observational evidence suggests that many SSS may contain accretion discs. How-
ever, the vVD luminosity due to nuclear burning is much larger than the accretion
luminosity of the disc, and some of the X-ray energy emitted by the luminous white
dwarf irradiates the surface of the disc. Therefore the main role of the disc in terms
of radiation is the reprocessing of X-rays from the white dwarf, and this greatly
exceeds the accretion energy released in the disc (Popham and Di Stefano, 1996).

Popham and Di Stefano (1996) calculated disc models and spectra for steady-burning
sources by using the so-called "slim disc" equations, which are more sophisticated
than the simple thin disc models. They included the spectrum of the white dwarf,
the spectrum of the disc with reprocessing and flaring: and also the contribution of
the heated donor (see Fig. 4.5 for some of their results). They compared the com-
bined model to the observed optical and UV fiuxes for three LMC sources, CAL 83:

CAL 87 and nx .JOfil:3.D-(iD51, and it was found that the fiuxcs Ior CAL H:~is dc-

scribed quite well with such a model. The low inclination of RX J0513.9-6951, and
the high inclination of the eclipsing source CAL 87 can explain the differences be-
tween their observed fiuxes and that of the model. for which i = 600 was used.

According to Meyer-Hofmeister, Scha.ndl and Meyer (1997), the impact of the accret-
ing stream of material impinging on the disc probably leads to a high rim structure
at the outer edge of the accretion disc, with a height of up to Z /T = 0.4, which
corresponds to an accretion rate of rv 2 x 1O-7l\l18 yr-1. This elevated rim structure
is like a huge screen, and is strongly irradiated by the white dwarf. It is thought that
the reprocessed radiation from the accretion disc rim can then become the strongest
source of optical light from the system: and this is confirmed by e.g. the light curves
of the eclipsing source CAL 87.

In cases of super-Eddington accretion, the standard disc model of Shakura and
Sunyaev (1973) no longer provides an accurate solution, and a supercritical ac-
cretion disc or "superdisc'' is formed (Fukue, 2000; Fukue and Matsumoto, 2001).

In supcrdiscs, the ('ffeds of self-irradiation and self-occultation art: iruportant. and
the double-peaked profiles become 'asymmetric. The supcrdisc luminosity is also
close to the Eddington limit. The accretion rate required to create a superdisc is
.,i!out rv 10-5)1,18yr-1 at the outer edge of the disc, while the typical accretion rate at
the inner disc edge in SSS is 'Iil'in rv 10-7 -10-6 (Kitabatake, Fukue and Matsumoto,
2002). Ki tabatake et al. (2002) suggested that a radiation-driven "superwind" may
be blowing from the superdisc, in which most of the accreting material is blown
awa.y without being accreted onto the white dwarf.
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Fig. 4.5: Comparison of model spectra with those of 3 LMC sources. The model spectra
shown are the vVD spectrum (dotted curve), the disc spectrum wit.h reprocessing and flaring
(dashed curve), the spectrum of the heated donor (dash-dotted curve) and the combination
of all 3 (solid line). The WD mass is 1.21110, and an inclination of i = 60° is assumed.
The other parameters for the solution are listed at the top. (Adopted from Popham and Di
Stefano 1996, Fig. 4.)

4.7 Bipolar jets

The He II /\4686, Ho: and H,6 emission lines in the optical spectra of the sources
RX J0019.8+2156, RX J0513.9-6951 and RX J0925.7-4758 were found to have
blueshifted and redshifted satellite features (varying on time-scales of months) at
Doppler shifts of ,..."885 km S-l, ,..."3800 km S-1 and >- 5200 km S-l respectively

(see Kahabka and van den Heuvel 2006 and references therein). The satellites for
the H,8 and He II /\4686 lines of RX J0513.9-6951 were shown in Fig. 3.12 of Chap-
ter 3. These satellite components are interpreted as bipolar jets from these systems.

The observed Doppler velocities can be compared with the escape velocity from a

white dwarf,
1

MWD ( R ) - -1
~1 09 kms,
1VJ0 1· cm

(4.10)'lJesc ~ 5160

and the terminal velocities 'U~ = 3vesc of a line driven wind, and 'U~ = 0.42'Uesc of a
radiation driven wind from the inner part of the disc. The observed bipolar jets are
explained quite well by radiation driven winds originating from the inner accretion
disc region close to a white dwarf. This is confirmed by absorption velocities from
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P Cygni structures found in the X-ray spectrum of RX .10925.7-4758. The observed
velocities also serve ns further justification for the white dwarf model for SSS.

4.8 Spectral properties

4.8.1 X-rays

SSS are often approximated as optically thick blackbody emitters. However, the
blackbody fits to the X-nw spectra often predict luminosities that are above the
Eddington limit. Heise, van Teeseling and Kahabka (1994) showed that H- and
He-rich local thermal equilibrium (LTE) white dwarf atmosphere models yield bolo-
metric lurninosities below the Eddington limit, and that the predicted radii are closer
to what is expected for white dwarfs. However, for a truly adequate interpretation,
deviations from LTE has to be taken into account, and fully metal-line blanketed
non-LTE model atmospheres should be fitted to the spectra (e.g. Ranch and Werner
2010).

Apart from possible long-term transient behaviour, the soft X-ray light curves of
some SSS exhibits an asymmetric modulation that is in phase with the optical
orbital light curve (Kahabka, 1996a). The observed Xvray light curves may indicate
a vVD with a strong magnetic field.

4.8.2 Ultraviolet and optical

As mentioned previously, the strong UV and optical fluxes detected in SSS is ascribed
to a strongly irradiated accretion disc, with the heated side of the companion also
contributing to the optical flux (see Fig. 4.5). Balnier and He II .-\4686emission lines
from the accretion disc are quite common in the spectra of SSS, and high-excitation
emission lines of e.g. C, N, 0, S and Si are also observed (e.g. van Teeseling 1998).
Quasi-sinusoidal variations in the optical flux with the orbital period is observed
in most systems, while long-term variations are also detected in transient sO,mces.
More details on the individual spectra will be provided in the next chapter, where
the characteristics of specific SOIll'C(~S are discusser].

4.8.3 Radio

Radio emission and X-ray emission are often found together in high-energy astro-
physical environments. While the Xvray spectrum represents thermal emission from
material at very high temperatures, non-thermal radio emission can originate from
the spiralling of electrons around magnetic field lines in the system. If the electrons
are relativistic, synchrotron emission takes place, while cyclotron emission is associ-
ated with non-relativistic electrons (e.g. Rybicki and Lightman 2004, Chapter 6).
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Source Point-source flux density (m1y)
3.5 cm 6.3 cm 12.7 cm 21.7cm

Ll\1C
RXJ0513-69 < 0.09 < 0.09 < 0.15 < 0.18
RX 10528-69 < 0.09 < 0.09
CAL 83 < 0.12 <0.12
CAL 87 < 0.12 <0.12
RX J0550-71 < 0.15 < 0.15

SMC
lE 0035-72 < 0.12 < 0.12
RX 10059-71 < 0.12 < 0.15

Table 4.2: 3a upper limits on radio emission from Magelianic Cloud SSS froiu ATCA
observations. (Extracted from Fender et al. 1998, Table 1.)

The high accretion rates in SSS imply that the accretion disc in magnetized systems
exerts a large torque on the magnetosphere of the white dwarf, which opens up the
possibility for transient non-thermal behaviour. Magneto-hydrodynamic (MBD) in-
stabilities can be expected to produce non-thermal radio outbursts as a result of
magnetospheric flares.

A radio survey of X-ray sources in the LJ\iIC and SMC (including a sample of SSS)
was performed during the period of 30 June - 13 July 1997 with the Australia Tele-
scope Compact Array (ATCA) (Fender, Southwell and Tzioumis, 1998). None of the
targets were detected as radio sources, but upper limits on possible radio emission
from these sources could be reduced. These results of Fender et al. (1998) are shown
in Table 4.2.

During radio observations with the VLA and MER.LIN telescopes during 2000, two
components with a combined flux of rv 1 mJy 1 were detected in the galactic symbi-
otic SSS AG Dra - the radio emission possibly originates from the ionized nebula
surrounding the source (Ogley et al., 2002). The galactic supersoft sources T Pyxis,
Nova Cygni 1992 and QR. Andromedae were not detected.

Mcrc-ghotti ct al. (2011) reported the first radio detection of the planetary nebula

N67 with ATCA on 30 November 2010.
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The availability of lVIeerKAT and eventually the SKA will be extremely valuable in
studying accretion in SSS, as the high sensitivity will enable the detection of much
fainter radio signals that may originate from non-thermal emission in these sources.
The detection of non-thermal radio emission from other SSS will greatly enhance
our understanding of the role of magnetic fields in this class of objects.
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4.9 Origin and evolution of SSS

The origin of CB SS is closely related to that of CV's. the difference being that the
eventual donor is more massive than the \VD (Knhabka and van den Heuvel, 1997).
A schematic illustration of CBSS formation is shown in Fig. 4.6. They initially form
through common envelope (CE) evolution of wide binary systems consisting of a red
giant (on the asymptotic giant branch) with a degenerate C-O or O-Ne-Mg core and
a main-sequence star with Nh ::::2.5JvJ0. After the red giant engulfs the lower-mass
companion in its envelope, the frictional drag on the orbital motion of the two stars
in the CE causes the stars to spiral in rapidly, while the envelope is expelled due to
the heat produced by friction. The binary will become Ct CBSS when the companion
fills its Roche lobe at a later stage.

The origin of symbiotic systems is similar, but the initial orbit is so wide that the
envelope ejection and white dwarf formation of the initially more massive red giant
takes place without noticeable interaction with the companion star. Mass transfer
only starts when the companion evolves into a red giant.

Apart from the thermal time-scale evolution associated with the CBSS model of van
den Heuvel et al. (1992), an alternative evolutionary scenario has been suggested by
van Teeseling and King (1998), i.e, the wind-driven evolution of SSS with low-mass
secondary stars. They propose that the strong irradiation of the secondary star
by the white dwarf excites strong winds from the secondary, and that the consid-
erable loss of angular momentum in the wind can drive Roche lobe overflow at a
high enough rate to sustain steady or recurrent hydrogen burning in systems with
q ~ 0.7. Such a self-sustained wind-driven model is proposed for SI\IIC 13, and also
for the LMC SSS RX J0537.7-7034 (Greiner, Orio and Schwarz, 2000).

A white dwarf is supported against its own gravitation by electron degeneracy pres-
sure. The maximum mass for an object supported by electron degeneracy is the
Chandmsekha:r limit, which is Mr, :=.::; 1.41\10, When a massive accreting white dwarf
approaches the Chandrasekhar limit, the ignition of nuclear fuel in its core can
cause the white dwarf to be destroyed in a runaway explosive event called a Type
la supernova (SN la). In some other cal:les, the degenerate electrons of the mas-
sive white dwarf are captured by the ionized nuclei through a process known as
inverse beta decay, which involves the combination of a proton and an electron to
yield a neutron and a neutrino. The white dwarf is therefore robbed of its electron
degeneracy support before a supernova explosion commences, and it collapses to a
neutron degeneracy supported core (i.e. a neutron star). This process is referred
to as accretion-induced collapse (AlC) (e.g. Metzger et al. 2009). Explosive nuclear
burning and electron captures are therefore two "competing" processes, and the fate



Fig. 4.6: The formation of a CBSS through CE evolution. (Adopted from Rappaport and
Di Stefano 1996, Fig. 1.)

of the white dwarf will depend on which of the two processes commences first.

Although the exact nature of the progenitor systems of SNe la are not yet clear, the
most popular model for SNe la is an accreting C-O white dwarf in a binary system,
either as part of a single-degenerate or a double-degenerate binary. In the single-
degenerate case, the white dwarf is believed to acerete mass from the companion
star until it reaches the Chandrasekhar limit and a SN la takes place. However, the
problem with this model is that it is not as easy 3..'3 may be expected to increase the
mass of a white dwarf through accretion. For a low accretion rate, nova explosions
may eject most of the accreted material, while for a high accretion rate, most of the
transferred material can be lost through winds. For this reason, the intermediate
accretion rates in steady-burning CBSS make these objects a very promising class
as possible progenitors of SNe la (see the reviews of Kahabka and van den Heuvel
(1997); Podsiadlowski (2010) and references therein). The possibility also exists that
off-centre ignitions of He on sub-Chandrasekhar C-O white dwarfs (with masses in
the range O.G - 0.91\10) can create explosions that are similar to SNe la. This can
occur after the accumulation of 0.15 - 0.201\;{o of He through hydrogen burning -

1. Wide Binary

Porb - weeks to years

2. Common Envelope Phase

(large loss of mass
and angular momentum)

3. Post Spiral-in Binary

Porb'" 0.5-1.0 days

4. Secondary evolves to till
its Roche lobe. Unstable
mass transfer onto the
white dwarf commences
on a Ihcnnnl limcsClIlc.
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this is the so-called double-detonation model.

Another possibility is that supersoft sources may evolve to become cataclysmic vari-
ables. Meiritjes (2002) and Schenker et al. (2002) explain the long orbital period and
short white dwarf spin period (rv 33 s) of the CV AE Aqr by the possibility that the
source has passed through a supersoft phase in its recent past. It is thought that
a significant fraction of the current cataclysmic variables may have formed in this
way. Examples of other CVs with such short spin periods indicative of extensive
spin-up of the white dwarf are V533 Her (63.633 s) and DQ Her (142 s)2 (Norton,
Wynn and Sornerscales, 2004).

The purpose of the basic discussion of supersoft X-ray sources in this chapter is not to
provide a comprehensive account of all the aspects of this highly multi-dimensional
class of sources, but only to provide an overview of their general properties, es-
pecially those related to binary characteristics and accretion-related phenomena.
Tho individual properties of the ditforent targets that form part of this study arc
discussed in the next chapter.

20riginally thought to be 71 s, but shown by Zhang et al. (1995) to be twice this value, i.e. 142 s.



Target Galaxy RA Dec
CAL 83 LMC 05:43:34.5 -68:22:18
lE 0035.4-7230 (SMC 13) STvIC 00:37:19.0 -72:14:14
lE 0056.8-7154 (N67) SMC 00:58:37.1 -71:35:50
RR Telescopii iVIilky Way 20:04:18.5 -55:43:33

Chapter 5

Supersoft X-ray Sources:
Review of Target Sample

The supersoft sources included in the observational part of this study are the su-
persoft X-ray binaries CAL 83 in the LJ\!ICand SMC 13 in the SMC, the luminous
single nucleus lE 0056.8-7154 of the SlVIC planetary nebula N67, as well as the
galactic supersoft symbiotic nova RR Tel. The coordinates of these sources are
given in Table, 5.1. In this chapter, a literature review of each source is presented,
focusing only on those aspects that are considered the most relevant to the cur-
rent study. These include the nature of the compact object, as well as the binary
parameters and accretion-related phenomena as related to observable properties in
different wavelength regions,

5.1 CAL 83

5.1.1 X-ray spectra

The Large Magelianic Cloud supersoft X-ray source CAL 83 was one of the first
SSS discovered by the Einstein X-Tay Obseruatoru (Brown et al., 1994; Long et al.,
1981), and since then it has been observed by several other X-ray satellites. The soft
nature of its spectrum was confirmed by an EXOSAT observation on 18 December
1985 (Crampton et al., 1987).

Table 5.1: Celestial coordinates of SSS that formed part of this study (epoch=J2000,
equinox=2000) .
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Parameter LTE NLTE
l-T:« (lO V) 44.-r!::)J ~ 34.7

NH (1020 cm-2) 8.87::::~g 6 07+,Go.:J:l
. -,GaAi

logg 9.0 9.0
Lbol (10:17 erg ::;-1 ) G.81:!:g:~g 2:, 2.0
R (10!cJcm) 1.00 - 1.14 2:,1.0:3
A 2 IDOl" 1.18 1.48

Table 5.2: CAL 8:~LTE and NI;rE white dwarf atmosphr-ro fit pararnoters for a ROSAT
PSPC observation. DOF is the degrees of freedom for the fit. (Adopted from Kahabka 1998,
Table :3.)

Parameter Blackbody LTE NLTE

kTeff (eV) 41 ±6 46.4 ± 1.4 44.0±g:~ 32.6 ± 0.7
NI') (1020 cm-2) 8.2±::~ 6.5" 9.S±~:~ 6.5"
logg 9.0 8.45
Lbol (1037 erg S-I) 6.4±~~riI 2.49 ± 0.19 S.4±~:~ 2.30±g:~~
R (109 cm) 1.33±Ó:~á 0.826 ± 0.030 1.0s±g:~~ 1.2S±g:g~
X2/DOF 0.71 0.76 1.02 0.76

Table 5.3: Results of spectral fits to BeppoSAX LECS data for CAL 8:3. An LMC distance
of 50 kpc (kiloparsec) was adopted. (Adopted from Parmar et al. 1998, Tables 1-3.)
"Fixed at the value of 6.5 x 1020 C111-2 determined by Gansicke et al. (1998a.).

CAL 83 has been observed several times by ROSAT - during the ROSAT calibration
phase, during the ROSAT all-sky survey, as well as during subsequent pointed obser-
vations (Greiner et al., 1991; Kahabka, 1998; Tri.imper et al., 1991). Kahabka (1998)
performed fits of LTE (local thermal equilibrium) and NLTE (uou-Lf'E) white dwarf
atmosphere models to the ROSAT PSPC (Position Sensitive Proportional Counters)
data, and obtained the parameters shown in Table 5.2. The parameter NH is the hy-
drogen absorbing column density along the line of sight, i) is the white dwarf surface
gravity and Lbol the inferred bolometric luminosity. By using their derived value of
NH = 6.5 X 1020 cm-2, Gansicke et al. (1998a) constrained the WD luminosity to
Lbol = (0.7 -2) x 10:37 erg S-l by fitting LTE models to the ROSAT PSPC data. with

R = (3-8) X 108 cm and R = (2-6) X 108 cm for log 9 = 8 and log 9 = 9 respectively.

Observations with the BeppoSAX LECS (Low-Energy Concentrator Spectrometer)
on 7-8 March 1997 were fitted with blackbody. LTE and NLTE models by Parmar
et al. (1998). The derived fit parameters are shown in Table 5.3. CAL 83 was also
observed with ASCA on 21-22 June 1997, and an effective temperature of 29 ± 8 eV
was derived (Dotani et al., 2000).
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From a re-analysis of ROSAT data with line-blanketed LTE white dwarf atmosphere
models, and a comparison to theoretical relationships between the properties of white
dwarfs with hydrogen shell burning (see discussion in Section 4.3), Suleimanov and



Parameter LTE
rr; (eV)
NH (1020 Clll-2)

log (j

Lho! (10:;ï erg 13-1)
R (10~)ern)

MWD/M('i (for Rw]) = R)
jlIwD/Mo (for Rw]) = ~R)

e1:3.4 ± 1.5
u.:33"

8.0 - 8.25
2.8 - 3.1
0.7 - 0.9

r-;; 0.6 - 0.8
"-' 1.2 - 1.3

Table 5.4: Physical parameters of CAL 83 based on a re-analysis of ROSAT data. The
first mass estimate was calculated hy assuming that the photospheric radius is equal to that
of the vVD core (more applicable to a. cool WD), and the second hy assuming that it is
twice that of the \VD core (lllore applicable to ct warm vVD). (Adopted from Sulelmanov
and Ibragiruov 2003.)
aFixed at the galactic value in the direction of the LMC.

lbragimov (2003) estimated the source parameters for 10 known supersoft sources,
including CAL 83, SlVIC 13 and lE 0056.8-7154. Their estimates for the physical
parameters of CAL 83 are shown in Table 5.4.

The higher spectral resolution of the modern X-ray telescopes Chomdra and XMM-
Newton, has opened up the possibility of more detailed spectral fits to SSS spectra.
CAL 83 was observed by XMM-Newton on 23 April 2000, and an initial comparison
of the spectrum by Paerels et al. (2001) to various line-blanketed models pointed
to an effective temperature of>- 45 eV, for a WD surface gravity of log_q "" 8.5.
A combined analysis of the XMM-Newton RGS (Reflection Grating Spectrorneter)
spectrum_, as well as a spectrum recorded with Chamdra on 15-16 August 2001 us-
ing the HRC (High Resolution Camera) and the LETG (Low Energy Transmission
Grating), is presented by Lanz et al. (2005). They used detailed line-blanketed
NLTE models to characterize the spectra, and their results are shown in Table 5.5.
Their fits provided spectral evidence that the white dwarf in CAL 83 is massive,
i.e. l\lfwD 2: 11\1fo· This implies that the white dwarf mass is just below the Chan-
drasckhar limit (i.e. Mc >::::; 1.4M8), where hydrostatic equilibrium is achieved by
electron degeneracy pressure.

5.1.2 Ultraviolet spectra

lUE spectra of CAL 83 taken during November 1984, February 1985 and May 1986
contained two emission lines, N V A1240 and He II A1640: an unidentified emis-
sion feature near 1670 A and also possible absorption features near 1260, 1300 and
1335 A (Crampton et al., 1987). Gansicke et al. (1998a) considered the possibility
that the unidentified feature, which they placed at "" 1666 A, may represent red-
shifted emission of the He II A1640 line, which would imply a high velocity shift of
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:3 r-------~--~--------~--~--~----------_r--_r------~--~

Parameter NLTE
kT.,ff (eV)
logy
Lhol (10:37 erg S-I)

R (109 cnr)

!VfWD / u.,

47 ± 2

8.5 ± 0.1
3.4 ± 1.1
0.7 ± 0.07
1.3 ± 0.3

Table 5.5: Results of NLTE spectral analysis of XMM-Newtoll RGS am! Cluuulra HRC-
S/LETG data for CAL 83. The adopted L1VICdistance is 50 ± 3 kpc. (Adapted from Lanz
et al. 2005, Table 3.)
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Fig. 5.1: HST GHRS spectrum of GAL 83 recorded on 10 November 1996. The geocoronal
La' emission line is truncated. (Adopted from Gansicke et al. 1998a, Fig, 1.)

'" 4000 km S-I.

A spectrum of CAL 83 recorded with the HST GHRS (Hubble Space Telescope
Coddard High Resolution Spectrograph) on 10 November 1996 is shown in Fig. 5.1
(Cansicke et al., 1998a). From the broad Lo: absorption profile: these authors derive
an upper limit of NH = (6.5 ± 1.0) x 1020 cm-2 for the neutral hydrogen absorbing
column density along the line of sight to CAL 83. The three absorption features
detected in the lUE spectra are also present here, along with several others. All the
absorption lines are probably due to interstellar absorption.

Several emission lines were also observed (see Fig. 5.1), most probably originating
from an accretion disc. The N V doublet lines exhibit a complicated structure, with
the red wings extending to about 800 km S-1 from the line centre. Gansicke et al.
(1998a) noted that if the N V lines originate from an accretion disc, their small
width indicate a low inclination for CAL 83. It was also indicated that the UV flux
is variable, and the detected UV bright state coincides with an optically bright state
(refer to the discussion in Section 5.1.4).

Schmidtke et al. (2004) presented a UV spectrum of CAL 83, recorded with FUSE
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Fig. 5.2: ESO 3.G-m speetruin of CAL 83 (May 1984). The resolution is cv 9 - 12 Á.
(Adopted from PakuIl et al. 1985, Fig. 1.)

(Far Ultraviolet Spectroscopic Explorer) in September 2001. The only stellar feature
in the FUSE spectrum is 0 VI ,.\1031.9 emission. This emission line also shows an
extension to longer wavelengths, similar to what has been observed in He II lines.
However, the phasing of the 0 VI line, with a maximum velocity at cp rv 0.23, is
different from that of He II:which may indicate that the 0 VI and He II emission
originate from different locations. The parameter cp refers to the orbital phase,
ranging from 0 to 1.

5.1.3 Optical photometry and spectroscopy

CAL 8:~was identified with ct blue star (B rv 16.8) with variable He II emission
(Cowley et al., 1984). An optical spectrum of CAL 83 recorded with the ESO (Eu-
ropean Southern Observatory) 3.6-m telescope at La Silla during May 1984 is shown
in Fig. 5.2 (Pakull, Ilovaisky and Chevalier, 1985). From various spectroscopic obser-
vations during 1980 and 1983-1984. they find that the emission ratio of He II ,\4686
to Hfj is always larger than 5, and that the equivalent width of Hf3 does not exceed
6 A. A weak emission feature at rv 4660 A was also observed. They suggest that
the emission feature may represent blueshifted He II emission, indicating Doppler
motion of r-;» 1500 - 2300 km S-l towards the observer.

Several spectroscopie observations of CAL 83 were performed at CTIO (Cerro Tololo
Inter-Amcrican Observatory) and the Las Campallas Observatory during 1982-1985
(Crampton et al., 1987). The average spectrum is shown in Fig. 5.3. The spectra
exhibit a blue continuum (U - B = -1.1) mainly characterized by strong He II and
weaker Balmer emission.
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Fig. 5.3: Average spectrum of CAL 83 taken with the Las Camparias "2D-Frutti" detector
during December 1985. (Adopted from Crampton et al. 1987, Fig. 1.)

Epoch H.5 Hy Hp Ha: C III/IV Hell QVI

1982 Feb ......... 10.9
1982 Nov ......... 2.4 10.0 1.2
1984 Jan ......... 2.5 5.0 1.8
1985 Mar ......... 2.6 2.3 6.4 2.8 12.8 0.7
1985 Dec ......... 1.5 1.8 5.3 18 2.2 12.2

Table 5.6: Equivalent widths (in A) of CAL 83 emission lines detected during observations
at CTIO and Las Camparias. (Adopted from Crampton et al. 1987, Table 2.)

The He II .\4686 emission line has a very broad, variable wing structure with a ve-
locity range >- 10:3 km s-1 which is usually on the violet side, but then shifted to the
red side of the line during the 1985 observations. A similar structure was detected
in the H,6 emission line during 1985 (see Fig. 5.4). The weak emission feature at
'" 4660 Á, also identified by Pakuil et al. (1985). is still present in the 1985 spectrum
where the He II wing has shifted to longer wavelengths. Therefore these authors
interpret this >- 4660 A feature to be the result of C III and C IV emission. The
identification of highly ionized 0 VI emission at 3911 A and 3834 A supports the
presence of highly ionized C. The only feature identified in the red spectrum is Ha.
The equivalent widths of the detected emission lines are given in Table 5.6.
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A possible interpretation of the slowly changing He II /\4686 structure is the slow
precession (with a period", 69 days) of an accretion disc which exhibits outflow
through either a wind or a jet with a large collimation angle. This possibility is
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cm, Dl HeIl: Hf3

Fig. 5.4: Extracts from the average spectra of CAL 8:3 from 5 different observing runs at
the CTIO and Las Camparias. Note the changing wing structure of He Il .\4686, as well as
the Hf:i wing in the last 2 spectra. (Adopted from Cra.mpton et al. 1987, Fig. 2.)

supported by the arguments of Southwell, Livio and Pringle (1997), who showed
that irradiation-induced accretion disc warping in CAL 83 can cause disc precession
on these time-scales. Based on the variation in velocity of the He II emission line,
Crampton et al. (1987) also showed that, for any value of the compact primary
star mass, the secondary star must be less massive, i.e. q < 1. This is in contradic-
tion with the mass ratio q > 1 predicted for CAL 83 by van den Heuvel et al. (1992).

The low intensity of the Balmer emission lines relative to the CNO lines indicate
that the accreting matter from the envelope of the secondary is H-poor. This may
indicate that the WD is accreting from an evolved secondary star that has lost its
outer envelope as a result of high mass transfer. This corresponds to the situation
in AE Aqr where the line ratios of C and N relative to H shows that the 0.G1I1(J
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Fig. 5.5: Photometric light curve of CAL 83 from December 1984 data, folded on an orbital
period of 1.0436 d. (Adopted from Smale et al. 1988, Fig. 3.)

Hen ~4686 HP
Date UT Obs Velocity FWHM Eq.Width Velocity FWHM Eq.Wldth

(km/sec) (km/sec) (A) (km/sec) (km/sec) (A)

1983 Jan (Sum) ESO 326±16 376±37 8.2±1.l 326±16 376±37 8.2±1.l
1983 Jan/Feb (Sum) AAT 260±20 340±33 7.3±O.9 255±19 160±40 1.8±O.5
1983 Dec (Sum) SAAO 233±23 279±52 2.4±O.4 402±40 93±10 l.4±O.3
1985 Dec 16 (Sum) SAAO 235±23 407±52 12.5±2.3 229±34 362±74 4.2±1.7

Table 5.7: Emission line parameters for He II 1\4686 and H,6, showing the velocity shift
in the central wavelength, the FWHNI and the equivalent width for the summed spectra.
(Adopted from Smale et al. 1988, Table 4.)

secondary is rather evolved for its mass (Jameson, King and Sherrington, 1980;
Manche, Lee and Kallman, 1997).

An orbital period of 1.0436 ± 0.0044 d (days): with a variation amplitude of 6. 11=
0.22, was determined from 1/-band photometry obtained during an international
campaign in December 1984 (Smale et al., 1988). Shown in Fig. 5.5 is their folded
light curve. Their data also show evidence of occasional short time-scale (ru 2 hl')
variability. Smale et al. (1988) also obta.ined optical spectra of CAL 83 with ESO
3.6-m telescope, the 3.9-m AAT (Anglo-Australian Telescope) and the SAAO 1.9-m
Telescope. He II '>'4686 and HI1 emission is detected, with the He II line exhibiting
a broad wing towards the violet siele. Their measured line parameters are given in
Table 5.7.

Spectra obtained with the CTIO 4-m telescope during November 1996 exhibit several
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He II /\5411
HLl /\6563
H,ti A4861
H, A4340
o VI /\5290
o VI /\3811

-1.8
-2UJ
-L1.8

-1.9
-1.:3
-1.6

Emission line Average equivalent width (A) FWHM (A)
He Il ,\4686 -12.1 5.4
He IIA4541 -0.8

Table 5.8: Emission line parameters for CAL 83 recorded with the CTIO <l-m telescope.
(Values from Cowley et al. 1998, Table 5.)

emission lines of H, He II and 0 VI. The lines and their equivalent widths are listed
in Table 5.8 (Cowley et al., l!J98). It is noticeable that the ratio of He II .\4686 to H;3
emission from the values in Tables 5.6,5.7 and 5.8 is smaller than 5 and even equal to
1 for the Jan 1983 ESO observations, contrary to the findings of Pakull et al (1985).

Considering the optical light curve and emission-line widths, the inclination of
CAL 83 should be in the range i = 20 - 300 (see Cowley et al. (1998) and ref-
erences therein). If NJWD = 1.3j\10, then the secondary should have a mass of
'" 0.5NJ0· Such a low secondary mass, as well as the H-poor envelope discussed ear-
lier, supports the scenario of the evolution of cataclysmic variables from supersoft
sources, as proposed for AE Aqr (Meintjes, 2002; Schenker et al., 2002).

Schmidtke et al. (2004) derived the following orbital epherneris from MACHO Project
photometry:

To = JD 2451500.953 ± 0.004 + 1.047568E ± 0.000003 d .

Oliveira and Steiner (2006) reported an optical observation obtained with the GIVIOS-
IFU (Gemini Multi-Object Spectrograph Integral Field Unit). They found the [FeX]
.\6375 coronal line in emission, and also evidence of absorption and emission compo-
nents of H and He II that may be associated with bipolar jets. Emission near 6548 A
may be due to [N II], but may also be associated with blueshifted Ha emission from
a jet with a radial velocity of", -600 km S-l. Such a blueshifted feature is observed
with the same velocity near Hp.

Optical evidence has been found that CAL 83 is surrounded by a large ionization
nebula (Chiang and Rappaport. 1996; Remillard et al., 1995). Remillard et al. (1995)
derived a time-averaged ionizing luminosity of "'-',(I - 4) x 1037 erg s-l for CAL 83 .
from the nebular Ho: and [0 Ill] emission.
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5.1.4 X-ray off-states and variability

Although there has been several X-ray detections of CAL 83 at nearly the same ef-
fective temperature and X-ray luminosity, several X-ray "off-states" have also been
documented. The first observed X-ray off-state was on 28 April 1996, and off-states
have also been observed on 29-30 November 1999, 3-4 October 2001 and 2 Jan-
uary 2008 (Alcock et al. 1997; Greiner et al. 2008; Greiner and Di Stefano 2002;
Kahabka 1998; Lanz et al. 2005; Lanz, Audard and Walter 2008). The inferred
duration of such an off-stato is ,:S 100 days. Greiner and Di Stefano (2002) inves-
tigated optical light curves recorded by J\lIACHO, and found that CAL 83 exhibits
long-term variations between a low, intermediate and high optical state and that
the Xvray off-states and optical low states are anti-correllated. These observed X-
ray off-states contradict the initial description of CAL 83 as a prototypical CBSS
undergoing steady nuclear burning.

The exact nature of these long-term variations is still not quite clear, but various
models have been put forward. Aleock et al. (1997) explained the first X-ray off-state
by a model where a decrease in the accretion rate causes a cessation of hydrogen
burning on the WD, and where the short time-scale of the off-state implies a mas-
sive WD. Kahabka (1998), on the other hand, ascribed the off-state to an increase
in accretion rate that results in the expansion and cooling of the WD photosphere.
Greiner and Di Stefano (2002) considered both photospheric radius changes and ab-
sorption by circumstellar material, but concluded that the situation is much 1110re
complex than these simple models and that the interaction between the changing
photosphere and the irradiated disc also has to be taken into account.

Lanz et al. (2005) report short time-scale variations (less than 10% of the orbital
period of 1.04 d) in the Ctuuulra and Xl\lIM-Newton X-ray light curves of CAL 83.
Schmidtke and Cowley (2006) performed period analysis on these data, and found a
periodic signal of 38.4-minutes in the Cluuulra LETG data, but no statistically sig-
nificant periodicity in the X:MM-Newton data. These authors ascribe the periodicity
to possible non-radial pulsations in the aceteting vVD, similar to those observed in
some novae,

According to our knowledge, no white dwarf spin period has been detected for

CAL 83 so far.

In summary, the observational evidence suggests that CAL 83 consists of a massive
(.......,1.3l\L,) white dwarf accreting from a less massive (.......,0.51110) companion. This
yields q .......,0.38, which is in contradiction with the q > 1 model of van den Heuvel
et al. (1992). According to Eq. (2,27), mass transfer will cause the Roche lobe of



the secondary to expand if q < ~, while any loss of angular momentum from the
system will tend to shrink the Roche lobe. I] the white dwarf in CAL 8:3 has Ct

substantial magnetic field, the magnetic: propelling of accreting material with high
angular momentum from the binary system will tend to shrink the secondary Roche
lobe. Also, it main sequence star with a mass of rv 0.5iHe will have a convective
envelope, and the removal of material from a convective envelope by Roche lobe
overflow will cause the star to expand. This effect can contribute to a mass transfer
rate high enough to cause nuclear shell burning of hydrogen on the white dwarf
surface, even though q < 1.

5.1.5 Radio emission

Upper limits for possible radio emission from CAL 83 are given in Table 4.2, i.e.
< 0.12 mJy at both 3.5 cm and 6.3 cm wavelengths.

5.2 lE 0035.4-7230 (SMC 13)

5.2.1 X-ray spectra

SMC 13 is one of the sources discovered by the Einstein IPC (Imaging Propor-
tional Counter), and Seward and Mitchell (1981) considered the source as extended,
possibly a supernova remnant (SNR). However, the source was detected as a point
source with the Einstein HRI (High Resolution Imager), as reported by .Jones et al.
(1985). The Einstein observations imply a low effective temperature, kTcll ,s 35 eV,
a luminosity of Lx rv 1037 erg S-l in the Einstein band and a high Xvray-to-optical
luminosity ratio of rv 102 (Wang and Wu, 1992).

SMC 13 was also detected during the ROSAT All-Sky Survey (RASS) and a sub-
sequent deep pointed observation. The results of a blackbody fit to a pointed ob-
servation spectrum yielded kTeff = 41 ± 9 eV and a bolometric white dwarf lumi-
nosity of Lbol = 2.4 X 1037 erg S-l for an absorbing hydrogen column density of
NH = 5.0~U X 1020 cm-2 (Kahabka, Pietseli and Hasinger, 1994). The adopted
distance to the SlVIC is 65 kpc.

The source was observed with the BeppoSAX LECS (Low-Energy Concentrator
Spectrometer) during January 1998 (Kahabka, Parmar and Hartrnann, 1999b). Com-
bined spectral fits of the BeppoSAX and ROSAT PSPC data were performed, using
first a simple blackbody model. and then a. blackbody combined with an absorption
edge. The position of the fitted edge (rv 0.44 keV) suggested that a C edge may be
present, and a blackbody model with CV and CVI edges fixed at their respective
energies was applied. LTE and NLTE white dwarf atmosphere models were also
fitted. Their results are shown in Table 5.9. The possible presence of a C edge sup-
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Parameter LTE

BeppoSAX LEeS + ROSAT PSPC

Model NH kT.ff Ec v ECVI TC V TC VI L3f.
b

X2/DOF
Edge (0.1-2.4 keY)

(1020 cm-2) (eY; (keY) (bolometric)
105 K)

bbody 4.8±kA 43±~ g.3±!12 0.68
5.0±g:g 12±~2

bbody+edge 3.8±Ó:A 63±1~ O.44±g:g~ 5.4±~:r 4.2±¥:~ 0.62
7.3±U 5.2±g:6

bbody+cv+CVI edge 3.9±U G.5±:~ 0.391 0.487 1.6±6:~o. 3.9±U" 4.2±~:~ 0.63
7.5±J:~ 5.4±~:~

LTE WD ann" 3.6±g:: 47±: 2.o±b:~ 0.80
5.5±g:1 4.8±kA

Non-LTE WD arm" 4.l±g:~ 28±g:~ 9.8±t:~ 0.77
3.25±g:gb 1O.9±g:!1

Table 5.9: Results for combined spectral fitting of BeppoSAX LECS and ROSAT PSPC
spectra of SMC 13. 90% confidence errors are given, except where otherwise indicated. The
adopted SMC distance is 60 kpc. (Extracted from Kahabka et al. 1999b, Table 1.)
a6S% confidence errors are given.
"Luminosity for the BeppoSAX spectrum (L:;6 = L/1036 erg S-I).

kTeff (eV)
NH (1020 crn-2)

logg
L"ul (1037 erg S-l)

R (109 cm)
MWD/MG (for RWD = R)

Mwo/MG (for RWD = ~R)

40.0 ± 0.9
6.94"

7.7 - 7.9
3.0 - 3.3
O.S- 1.0

rv 0.65 - 0.85
~ 1.25

Table 5.10: Physical parameters of SlVIC13 based on re-analysis of ROSAT data. (Adopted
from Suleimanov and Ibragimov 2003.)
"Fixed at the galactic value in the direction of the SMC.

ports the WD model. Under the assumption that the source is on the stability line
for nuclear burning, they constrain the vVD mass to '" l.lJVIG and", 0.9M0 with
the LTE and NLTE fits respectively, but they also note that the temperature and
luminosity values derived from the NLTE fit actually indicates 1I1wD rv 0.6 - 0.71110,

Table 5.10 gives the parameters of SMC 13 derived by Suleimanov and Ibragimov
(2003).

5.2.2 Optical photometry and spectroscopy

Jones et al. (1985) proposed a star with V ,.._,21 as the probable optical candidate
for SMC 13. This was con finned by Orio et al. (1994), who reported an optical
counterpart with V = 20.25 ± 0.0.5.
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Schmidtlee et al. (1994) initially reported an orbital period of 0.1719 ± 0.0004 cl for
SNIC 13 from optical CTIO (Cerro Toloio Interamerican Observatory) data, with
minimum light at an epoch Nov. 3.105 1994. From a detailed analysis of photometric
observations from the CTIO 0.9-m telescope during December 1993 and November
1994, Sc:hmidtke et al. (1996) determined the maximum V-magnitude of SMC 13
to be 20.2, with H. smooth light curve modulated over a range of .6.V "-' 0.3. Their
period analysis of these photometric observations and comparison with ROSAT light
curves, yielded the following photometric orbital ephemeris for SJVIC13:

TI)= HJD 2449659.6001 ± 0.0002 + 0.1719256E ± 0.0000005 d ,

where TI) is the midpoint of minimurn V light. Their optical light curve is shown in
Fig. 5.6, together with the ROSAT light curve of SMC 13, both folded on the or-
bital ephemeris above. The rounded maximum and sharper minimum of the optical
light curve are similar to the light curves of systems where the "inner" side of the
secondary star undergoes strong heating by the primary. However, the amplitude
of the optical variation is smaller in SMC 13 than in these systems. This can be
accounted for if an accretion disc is the dominant source of optical light in SMC 13.
Due to the short orbital period, the spectral type of the donor star should be G or
K.

Crampton et al. (1997) considered the 1993 and 1994 data, as well as new photomet-
ric data taken with the CTIO 0.9-m telescope during November 1995 and November
1996, and derived a new orbital ephemeris. Their folded V-magnitude light curve is
shown in Fig. 5.7. Because of the flat maximum and quite sharp, asymmetric mini-
mum, these authors consider SMC 13 to be an eclipsing system, where the minimum
is due to a partial eclipse of the accretion disk by the donor star, viewed at i "-' 75°.
Considered together with the He II emission line velocities, this implies a primary
mass between "-' 1.3 - 1.51\1/0,

Additional photometric observations with EFOSC-2 at the ESO/NIPI 2.2-m tele-
scope at La Silla during December 1996, lead van Teeseling et al. (1998) to yet
another revised orbital ephemeris of

TI)= HJD 2450434.1320 ± 0.0006 + 0.1719260E ± 0.0000007 d .

They also reported a significant variability in the B - V index, with the source
appearing to be bluest at orbital phase cp "-' 0.7 - 0.8. Their optical V-band light
curve folded on the orbital epherneris above is shown in Fig. 5.8, and exhibits an
almost perfectly sinusoidal form without the sharp minima reported by Schmidtke
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Fig. 5.6: Optical CTIO light curve (top) and ROSAT X-ray light curve (bottom) folded
on the orbital ephemeris of Schmidtlee et al (1996). (Extracted from Schmidtke et al 1996,
Fig.3.)
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Fig. 5.7: V-band folded light curve of SIvIC 13. (Extracted from Cramp ton et al. 1997,
Fig.2.)
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Photometric phase

Fig. 5.8: Optical light curve of SlVIC 1:3 obtained with EFOSC-2 at the ESOjlVIPI 2.2-m
telescope, folded all the orbital epherneris of van Teeseling et al. (1998). (Extracted from
van Teeseling et al. 1998, Fig. 1.)

et al. (1996) and Crampton et al. (1997). Therefore van Teeseling et al. (1998) pre-
fer a model with a moderate inclination of i = 20 - 50°, with q > 0.33, but they
do not exclude the possibility of a higher inclination, where i rv 70°. The effective
temperature of the heated side of the companion is that of an 0 or a B star, but the
inferred intrinsic temperature of the companion is that of an (unobservable) type lVI
star. These findings are consistent with the scenario of wind-driven evolution sug-
gested by van Teeseling and King (1998). As discussed in Section 4.9, these authors
consider SMC 13 as a system with a low-mass companion ((J :s 0.7) in which mass
transfer is sustained by an irradiation-driven wind from the donor.

Several optical spectra of SlVIC13 have been recorded, and are found to exhibit a very
blue continuum with various weak emission lines, with the only well pronounced fea-
ture being the He II .-\4686 emission line, with signs of Balmor absorption (e.g. Orio
et al. 1994; Schmidtke et al. 1996).

A series of spectra taken with EFOSC-1 at the La Silla 3.6-m telescope during Oc-
tober 1995 also show He II emission and Hf3 absorption, with some spectra also
showing the other Balmer lines (including Ho ) in absorption (van Teeseling et al.,
1998). The average flux-calibrated spectrum is shown in Fig. 5.9. Part of the Balnier
absorption may originate from the companion star.

Spectroscopic data, taken with the CTIO 4-m telescope on the same nights as the
photometric data in November 1996, show quite strong emission lines of He II and
also Ho: (which is also blended with He II emission) that was not present in previous
spectra (Cowley et al., 1998; Crampton et al., 1997). Broad absorption features
appear on both sides of the Balnier emission cores, with only the absorption compo-
nent visible for Balrner lines higher than Hf3. Ry absorption appears to the strongest
when the companion star is closest to the observer. 0 VI emission from the inner



Fig. 5.9: Average flux-calibrated EFOSC-l spectrum of SMC 1:3, taken during October
1995. The resolution is rv 15Á. (Adopted from van Teeseling et al. 1998, Fig. 7.)

parts of the disc is also detected. The relative weakness of the H and He II lines
relative to 0 VI is ascribed to the presumably small size of the accretion disc in-
ferred from the very short orbital period. The average spectrum is shown in Fig. 5.10.

The velocity curve of the He II ,\4G8G emission line confirms an orbital period of
'" 0.1719 d, even though its maximum occurs at phase cP '" 0.8. The phasing suggests
that the He II lines originate near the compact star and reveal its orbital motion.
An orbital inclination ofz '" 75° is inferred for SMC 13 from light curve models of
eclipsing systems by lVleyer-Hofmeister et al. (1997). When using the radial velocity
semi-amplitude for He II ,,\4686 (K '" 100 km S-l) to calculate the mass function,
it is found that the component masses should be MI '" 1.3NJ0 and A12 '" 0.4.1110,
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On the other hand, it has been suggested that SlVIC13 is actually a cataclysmic vari-
able driven by magnetic braking, with a low mass WD ('" 0.61110) aceteting from
a low mass ('" 0.4Jl1,J donor at a rate ('" 10-8 -lO-!)Mo yr-I) below the steady
burning limit and that the supersoft emission may be clue to a nova outburst that is
evolving very slowly (Kahabka and Ergma, 1997; Kato, 2010). Such a model with a
low mass WD is favoured by the value of l'v1WD inferred from the NLTE BeppoSAX
temperature and luminosity discussed in Section 5.2.1.

Clearly, there is still some uncertainty about the inclination and cornponent masses
of SMC 13. In order to determine the masses from the mass function, the incli-

no
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Fig. 5.10: Average CT10 -l-rn telescope spectrum of SMC 13, taken during November 1996.
The resolution is '" 3A. (Adopted from Crampton et al. 1997, Fig. 3.)

nation should be known and vice versa, and without any additional independent
information: this makes it very difficult to obtain these variables.

5.2.3 Orbital modulation in X-rays

Orbital modulation in X-rays has been found in the ROSAT PSPC data of SMC 13
(Kahabka, 1995, 1996a). The intensity at the X-ray minimum is rv 77% of the in-
tensity at phases q; = 0.5 - 0.95. Kahabka (1996a) searched for periodicity in the
ROSAT data around the period of Schmidtlee et al. (1994), and found a period of
0.1718 d in X-rays. The ROSAT light curve in the 0.1 - 0.5 keV band is shown in
Fig. 5.11, which also illustrates the separate light curves in the soft (0.1- 0.25 keV)
and hard (0.26 - 0.50 keV) energy bands. These light curves are folded on the
ephemeris of Schmidtke et al. (1994).

In addition to the main minimum at q; '" 0.9 - 1.1, there seems to be a second dip
at cP = 0.6, but this is only detected in the 0.1 - 0.25 keV band. This minor dip,
as well as the main dip, is coupled with an increase in the hardness ratio (HR). It
is also interesting to note that the count rate in the hard energy band correllates
with the variations in HR. This can be explained by temperature variations from
rv (4 - 5) X 105 K, caused by the changing aspect of an accretion column struc-
ture above the polecaps of a magnetic vVD. An alternative interpretation of the HR
variations is that it is caused by the presence of an additional, varying absorbing
column of NH :s 4 x 1020 cm -2, which may originate in the binary system, e.g. a
wind driven from the secondary star.
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Fig. 5.11: Phase-binned ROSAT PSPC light curves of SMC 13, with an orbital period of
0.1718 d folded with respect to the epoch Nov. 3.105, 1994. Two cycles are shown for clarity.
(a) Light curve in the 0.1 - 0.5 keY band. (b) Light curves in the soft (0.1 - 0.25 keY) and
hard (0.26 - 0.50 keV) bands. The panel at the bottom shows the variations in the hardness
ratio, defined as HR.=(H-S)j(H+S), where S is the number of counts in the soft band and H
the number of counts in the hard band. (Adopted from Kahabka 1996a, Fig. 2 and Fig. 3.)

From Fig. 5.11, it appears that the X-ray modulation is synchronous with the or-
bital motion. However, Schmidtlee et al. (1996) found that, according to their derived
ephemeris, the optical minimum occurs about a quarter of an orbital cycle earlier
than the X-ray minimum (see Fig. 5.6 in the previous section). This may be ex-
plained by a small difference between the optical and X-ray periods due to disc
precession or the presence of a third body. However, the preferred interpretation
of these authors is that X-rays are scattered in an accretion disc corona, and that
the X-ray minima can occur when the corona is partially occulted by an extended

accretion disc rim, slightly before mid-eclipse.

5.2.4 Radio emission

Upper limits for possible radio emission from SMC 13 are given in Table 4.2, i.e.
< 0.12 m.Iy at both 3.5 cm and 6.3 cm wavelengths.

As remarked by Kahabka and ErgU1ê"L(1997), SMC 13 "is possibly one of the most
puzzling supersoft sources", and many riddles regarding the nature of this source
still have to be solved.
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Parameter Blackbody LTE (H-rich) LTE (He-rich)
kTeff (eV) :31 :39 ;37
NH (1020 cllI-2) 8 5 5
LI)()I (10:37 erg S-I) ;JO 2 2
R (109 ern] 5 0.8 0.9
X2 IDOl" 0.82 0.69 0.70

Table 5.11: Best-fit parameters of :3 different models for the ROSAT PSPC spectrum of
lE 0056.8-7154. (Adopted from Heise et al. 1994, Table 1.)

5.3 lE 0056.8-7154 (SMC N67, SMP 22)

5.3.1 X-ray spectra

The supersoft X-ray source LE 0056.8-7154 was discovered with the Einstein Obser-
vatoTy, and was also detected with EXOSAT (Jones et al, 1985; Seward and Mitchell,
1981). Wang (1991) shows that the observed X-ray spectrum of this source is con-
sistent with that of a single nucleus of a planetary nebula (PN) collapsing to a white
dwarf and identifies this X-ray source with the bright (V=16.6) planetary nebula
N67 in the SMC (also known as S:rvIP 22). N67 has the hottest nucleus among all
the known planetary nebulae in the SNIC, and its previously known characteristics
confirms its ability to produce the observed soft X-ray emission. Wang (1nm) de-
rives a blackbody temperature of kTefl' rv 26 ± 9 eV and a bolometrio luminosity of
Lbol rv (2 - 40) x 1037 erg S-1 for the nucleus from the Einstein IPC data, and this
corresponds to an effective radius of R rv 4 X 109 cm.

Heise et al. (1994) fitted blackbody and LTE models (H-rich and He-rich) to the
ROSAT PSPC spectrum of lE 0056.8-7154, and their results are shown in Ta-
ble 5.11. It is noted that, unlike the blackbody fit, the LTE fits yield luminosities
under the Eddington limit for a white dwarf.

Table 5.12 gives the parameters of lE 0056.8-7154 derived by Sulelmanov and Ibrag-
imov (2003). Because this source is most likely to be a hot WD, the mass estimate
of 0.9 - 1.1.1\40is probably the correct one.

More recent observations by XMM-Newton (2007 and 2009) were modelled with an
NLTE white dwarf model atmosphere, composed of H, He, C, Nand 0 with abun-
dances derived from studies of the nebular lines (lVIereghetti et al., 2010). Results
of the NLTE fit, as well as those of a simple blackbody fit, are shown in Table 5.13.
It appears that the white dwarf is quite massive, which is in good agreement with
its other observational properties.
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Parameter LTE
kT,'lf (fN) 34.5 ± 8.6
NH (1020 cm-2) 3.71~122:Ï8
log IJ 7.7 - 8.5
Lhol (lO:Jï erg S-I) 2,11 - 8.0
R. (lO!! ern) 1.0 - 2.8
MwD/lv!., (for RWD = R) ~ 0.5 - 0.8
j\Jwo/M=, (for RWD = ~R) ~ 0.9 - 1.1

Table 5.12: Physical parameters of lE 0056.8-7154 based on re-analysis of ROSAT data.
(Adopted froin Sulelmanov and Ibragiruov 2003.)

Parameter Blackbody NLTE

kTelt' (eV) ?70+4.0 13.3 ± 0.09- . -2.0

NH (1020 cm-2) 5 ?+ i.a 2.8 ± OA'--1.9

logg 6.0
Lho! (1037 erg S-l) 8 6
R (109 cm) 3.5 13 ± 1

Mwo/M0 1.2 ± 0.1
'(2/DOF 0.98 1.17

Table 5.13: Blackbody and NLTE fit parameters for XIVIIvl-Newton data of l E 0056.8-7154.
The adopted SMC distance is 60 kpc. (Values from Mereghetti et al. 2010.)

5.3.2 Ultraviolet spectra

Spectra obtained with the IUE (International Ultraviolet Explorer) during April
1984 exhibit several emission lines of C, N, 0 and He (Aller et al., 1987). N67 has
the highest NIO abundance ratio (rv 1) of the known SMC planetary nebulae and
is classified as a type I PN. Nebular modelling of the rUE observations yields the
following stellar parameters for the nucleus of N67: log 9 rv 5.15, kTeff rv 9.91 eVand
R rv 8 X 109 cm. Kaler and Jacoby (1990) provided an estimate of kTefl' '" 17.7 eV
based on the He II ..\4686 to H,8 ratio. However, according to Stasinska and Tylouda
(1986) these temperatures most probably represent lower limits.

N67 has formed part of an extensive Hubble Space Telescope survey of Magelianic
Cloud Planetary Nebulae. Full details are not presented here, but can be found in
e.g. Stanghellini et al. (1999, 2003); Vassiliadis, Dopita, Bohlin, Harrington. Ford,
Meatheringham, Wood, Steeher and Maran (1998); Vassiliadis, Dopita, Meather-
ingham. Bohlin, Ford, Harrington, 'Wood, Steeher and Maran (1998). An HST
spectrum for NG7 is shown in Fig. 5.12. No P Cygni profiles are detected in the
emission lines. According to Stanghellint et al. (1999), the nebular expansion ve-
locity of N67 is Vexp = 27.9 km S-I. Vassiliadis, Dopita, Meatheringham, Bohlin,
Ford, Harrington, Wood, Steeher and Maran (1998) calculated the temperature and
luminosity of the nucleus to be kl"en' rv 18 eVanel Lhol '" 1037 erg S-1 respectively,
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Fig. 5.12: HST spectrum of N67. The crossed circle denotes geocoronal emission. (Ex-
tracted from Vassiliadis, Dopita, Bohlin, Harrington, Ford, Meatheringham, Wood, Stecher
and Maran 1998, Fig. l.)

corresponding to a mass of MWD '" 0.7Mo.

5.3.3 Optical spectra

Meatheringham and Dopita (1991) performed a detailed optical spectrophotometric
study of planetary nebulae in the Magelianic Clouds, during several observations in
1983, 1986 and 1988. They provide a list of spectral lines for N67 covering the range
of 3340 - 7330 Á. The spectral lines exhibit a broad range of ionization, from [0 Il
to [NeVl· The high abundance of N and lower abundance of C and 0 is probably
coupled to the high temperature of N67, as C and 0 are important cooling agents
through the collisional excitation of their lower energy levels. The nebula has a
very high electron temperature: Te([O III]) = 26 600 K and Te([N II]) = 11 600 K.
Derived electron densities are Ne([O II]) = 5510 cm-3 and Ne([S II]) = 2330 cm-3.
Photo-ionization modelling of these data yields kTeff '" 17 eV and L rv 1037 erg s-l
for the nucleus of N67 (Dopita and Meatheringham, 1991).

5.3.4 Radio emission

Mereghetti et al. (2011) reports the first radio detection of N67 with the ATCA
(Australian Telescope Compact Array) on 30 November 2010. It was detected with
a fiux of ().;1G rn.Iy at () cm and a, tiux of o.:n m.ly at :1cm.

5.4 RR Telescopii

RR Tel is a galactic symbiotic nova that started its last nova outburst in 1944, with
the outburst lasting for many decades (Kahabka and van den Heuvel, 1997). It is a
very wide, interacting binary system with an orbital period of 387 days. It consists
of a hot compact star (presumed to be a white dwarf) and a cool Mira variable with
spectral type around M5 (lVlcKenna et al., 1997; Whiteloek, 2003). The systemic
velocity of RR Tel is rv -62.3 km s-l.
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5.4.1 Raman scattering of 0 VI emission lines

Pointed ROSAT PSPC observations of RR Tel were carried out during April 1992,
and exhibited a soft spectrum, with a small hard component that is thought to origi-
nate from a collisional shock between a fast wind from the hot white dwarf and a slow
wind from the cool companion (Jordan, Mnrset and Werner, 1994). The soft end of
the spectrum can be described by a NLTE atmosphere model with kTeff = 12.2 eV,
Lbol = 1.3 x 1O:.H erg s-I, logg 2:, 6.5 and R = 6.3 x lOv cm, yielding MWD = 0.9M!.,.
A blackbody fit yields I.:Tefl" = ll.6 ± 0.4 eV, L1101 = 9.5 ± 0.8 x 10:36erg s-l and

R = 6.3 x 109 cm.

The binary components are embedded in an extended nebular envelope caused by the
ionization of the wind from the secondary star by the luminous primary star. RR Tel
exhibits an extremely rich optical spectrum, dominated by nebular emission lines.
With increasing time, the spectrum is evolving towards higher ionization states.
Spectral line lists of RR Tel are available in the literature (e.g. Kotnik-Karuza,
Friedjung and Exter 2009; McKenna et al. 1997). RR Tel is a well-known source
that has been studied extensively with a variety of instruments. In this discussion,
the focus will be the Raman scattering of emission lines in RR Tel and how they
provide evidence of an accretion disc in the source.

Broad emission features at cv 6830 A and >- 7088 A were found in the spectrum of
RR Tel, and in fact they are observed in more than 50% of symbiotic stars. Sclunid
(1989) identified these features as Raman-scattered emission features of the 0 VI
),),1032 and 1038 resonance doublet.

Raman scattering is the process by which a photon is inelastically scattered by an
atom or molecule, as opposed to Rayleigh scattering, which involves elastic photon
scattering (e.g. Loudon 2000). Usually, this means that a photon is absorbed by an
atom, which is then excited from its initial state to an intermediate state, whereafter
a photon with a lower energy is emitted by the atom (in a random direction). The
atom is then de-excited to its final energy state, which is still higher than its initial
state. In some (rare) cases, the photon may gain energy from the atom (which may
happen if the atom was already in an excited state).

Schmid (1989) showed that the observed emission features can be produced by the
Raman scattering of the 0 VI doublet by neutral hydrogen. The initial photon with
frequency t/; excites hydrogen from its ground state, Is 28, to an intermediate state,
from where the Raman-scattered photon with frequency "! is emitted, leaving the
atom in the excited state 2s 28. From the conservation of energy, the frequency of
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Fig. 5.13: Energy levels involved during the Raman scattering of 0 VI photons by H 1.
(Adopted from Schrnid 1989, Fig. 2.)

the scattered photon is given by

where I/'if represents the frequency difference between the initial and final atomic
states. For such a scattering scenario, wavelengths of 6825.44 A and 7082.40 A are
obtained for the Raman scattered components of 0 VI .\1032 and 0 VI /\1038 re-
spectively. Such emission can be strongly polarized (Schmid and Schild, 1990). A
schematic representation of the energy levels involved is given in Fig. 5.13.

The wavelengths of the 0 VI doublet is close to that of LfJ .\1026, therefore the
intermediate state lies close to 3p -r=. The size of the scattering cross-section in-
creases strongly when the energy of the intermediate state approaches that of a
bound state, therefore the scattering cross-section for .\1032 should be larger than
for .\1038. This is indeed observed in symbiotic star spectra, where the intensity of
the r-;» 6830 A feature is about 4 times larger than that of the », 7088 A feature.

During the Raman scattering process described above, the wavelength shift of an
incident 0 VI photon is amplified by the wavelength ratio between the scattered and
initial photons, which is rv 6.7. According to Friedjung, Stencel and Viotti (1983),
radiative transfer can be responsible for red shifts in the resonance lines of C IV,
N V and Si IV. This can also explain the >« 5 A difference between the predicted
and observed wavelengths of the Raman scattered 0 VI lines, which would require
a shift of 0.11 A in the original 0 VI lines.

117



~pC~~~r:lDA 8/\
1032 1038 A(A)

Raman ~ ~

Speclra N\ 1'/\
6830 7088 A(A)

A A Red Emissionj_U_l Region (HER)
1032 1038 A(A)

~I ~ ..SIOWIY Expanding ShellK t psoattOTing Region (B)

Oulilowing Wind

Scattering Region (A)

Red Giant ....:,;,:•.

Fig. 5.14: Schematic illustration of the production of double-peaked Raman-scattered 0 VI
emission lines in RB. Tel. (Adopted from Lee and Park 1999, Fig. 1.)

5.4.2 Evidence of an accretion disc in RR Tel

Lee and Park (1999) showed that the double-peaked structures and high degrees of
polarization of the Raman-scattered 0 VI lines in RR Tel provide strong evidence
for the presence of an accretion disc around the primary star. The fact that the
Raman-scattered lines are double-peaked, while the other emission lines are single-
peaked, is interpreted in terms of line-of-sight effects. Fig. 5.14 provides a schematic

diagram of their model.

The neutral hydrogen atoms responsible for the scattering are believed to be mainly
located near the secondary star (Scattering Region (A)), with a small (but non-
negligible) amount of scatterers located in a shell expanding at Vexp = 30 km S-1

(Scattering Region (B)). While an observer viewing the accretion disc at a low incli-
nation angle 'i will only see single-peak profiles, the H I scatterers near the secondary
will "see" double-peaked profiles from an accretion disc. The emission regions in the
accretion disc can be divided into the red emission region (RER) rotating away
from the secondary, and the blue emission region (BER) rotating toward the se-
condary. Together, they produce the Doppler-broadened, double-peaked emission
.profile "seen" by the scatterers in region A, which scatter this double-peaked profile

to longer wavelengths.

A higher mass concentration in the RER relative to the BER can cause the blue
peak of the emission line profile to be weaker than the red peak. It is noted that: in
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Fig. 5.15: Top: HUT spectrum of RR Tel, showing the 0 VI /\/\1032 and 10:38 doublet.
Bottom: The optical AAT spectrum, showing the double-peaked, Raman-scattered compo-
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from Espey et al 1995, Fig. land Fig. 2.)

the illustration of Lee and Park (1999) in Fig. 5.14, the double-peaked 0 VI /\1038
emission line is depicted with asymmetric peaks (red stronger than blue), while the
o VI )\1032 emission is not. However, according to our interpretation, the 0 VI
)\1032 line and its Raman-scattered component should also have the same asym-
metric profile as 0 VI )\1038: and this is confirmed by observations of the 6830 A
component.

Simultaneous observations of the direct 0 VI lines and their Raman-scattered com-
ponents during March 1995 are presented by Espey et al. (1995). The optical spec-
trum, obtained with the AAT, and the UV spectrum, obtained with the HUT (Hop-
kins Ultraviolet Telescope), are shown in Fig. 5.15. The presence of the blended
o VI 1\)\1032 and 1038 doublet (with each component having a single peak) and the
double-peaked Raman-scattered components are clearly visible.

The discovery of Raman-scattered lines other than 0 VI in spectra recorded with
the ESO 3.6-m telescope during September 1988 are also reported (van Groningen,
1993). These lines are identified as the Raman-scattered components of He II )\)\972
and 949, and C III )\977 that are scattered by neutral hydrogen to wavelengths of
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4851 A, 4332 A and 4977 A respectively. The presumably Raman-scattered C III
feature is actually observed as ct double-peaked structure with peaks at 4977.0 and
4979.8 Á, which is compatible with the velocity spread of the scattered 0 VI lines.

Schmid et al. (1999) found the shift in the hue centre of the Raman-scattered com-
ponent at rv 6830 Á to be +28 km S-I, and its FWHM = 10.7 A. The broad wings
of Ho: are probably due to the Raman scattering of L/1 photons hy H I (Lee, 2000).

This concludes the literature review of the target sample for this study. Various
aspects of binary characteristics and accretion have been discussed in relation to the
spectral and temporal behaviour of the sources in different wavebands. The next
chapter is elevoted to a discussion of the new optical spectra that were obtained for
the sources CAL 83, N67 and RR. Tel. Observational results for SMC 13 will only
be presented in the chapter on X-ray spectroscopy (Chapter 7).
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Chapter 6

Optical Spectroscopy

The main focus of this chapter is to apply the technique of optical spectroscopy to a
few selected sources, which were discussed in the previous chapter. The purpose of
this is to utilize the properties of the spectral lines to constrain the location of the
line-emitting regions within these sources, as well as the kinematical properties of
the line-emitting plasma. Of special interest is possible differentiation between the
line emission from possible disc outflow, outflow driven by radiation pressure from
a hot white dwarf, or possible magnetospheric propelling.

The chapter is structured as follows: An introductory discussion is presented, first
focusing on the instrumenta.tion that was utilized (Section 6.1). Sections 6.2 and 6.3
focus on the observations and data reduction techniques respectively. Sections 6.4
and 6.5 present a very brief discussion related to spectral calibration and analysis
methods. In the last three sections, the results and accompanying discussion of the
selected sources, i.e. CAL 83 (Section 6.6), N67 (Section 6.7) and RR Telescopii
(Section 6.8) are presented separately.

6.1 Instrumentation

Optical spectra of the three supersoft sources were obtained at the South African As-
tronomical Observatory (SAAO) in 2011. The observatory is located approximately
18 km east of Sutherland in the Northern Cape, with coordinates 20° 48' 38.5/1 E;
32° 22' 46/1S, at an altitude of 1798 m. The instruments that were used to record the
spectra are the Robert Stobie Spectrograph (RSS) on the Southern African Large
Telescope (SALT), and the Grating Spectrograph on the SAAO 1.9-m (Radcliffe)
Telescope.



The optical layout of the RSS is shown in Fig. 6.1. A variety of longslits can be
inserted in the focal plane (see Table 6.1), as well as custom-designed masks for
multi-object spec:troscopy (MOS). The field lens is 10 mm beyond the focal plane.
Behind this lens, waveplates for polarimetry can be inserted. Then follows the col-
limator system, with a 90° fold mirror before the last collimator doublet. A shutter
is situated in the collimated beam, just before the dispersers. The disperser area
contains either a double-etalon Fabry-Perot system, or one of six diffraction gratings.

6.1.1 The Robert Stobie Spectrograph (RSS)

Relevant information related to SALT and the RSS was obtained from the SALT
website'. The RSS Observer's Guide (Burgh and Nordsieck, 2009) and the technical
documents of Burgh et al. (2003), Kobulnicky et al. (2003) and Nordsieck and Babler
(2011) were consulted as well. Links to these documents can also be found on the

SALT website.

SALT

SALT is the largest single optical telescope in the southern hemisphere. The primary
mirror has a diameter of about 11 m and consists of 91 hexagonal mirror segments,
each 1 m wide. This compound primary mirror is spherical in shape. SALT operates
at H fixed altitude (Jf 5;~0 (with observable altitude range 47° to 59°) and can only
rotate in the azimuthal direction to acquire astronomical targets. Target tracking
is achieved by moving the tracker and optical payload over the mirror on a virtual
spherical focal surface, enabling the payload to track targets as the earth rotates
without adjusting the azimuth angle for up to 2 hours. The payload also contains

the Spherical Aberration Corrector (SAC).

RSS

The RSS is mounted at the prime focus of SALT. The SAC provides an f/4.2 beam
and an 8 arcminute field of view at the focal plane, with a plate scale of 4.5" /mm.
The RSS has three basic observing modes, i.e. Imaging, Grating Spectroscopy and
Fabry-Perot Imaging Spectroscopy. Polarization optics also introduces a polarimet-

ric sub-mode for each of these three main modes.

lhttp://ywy.salt.ac.za

There is one regular transmission grating and five volume-phase-holographic (VPH)
gratings. Where a regular diffraction grating diffracts light by means of a periodic
surface structure, a. VPI-I greeting diffracts light by means of refractive index vari-
ations within its volume (Barden et al., 2000). The advantages of VPH gratings
include their high diffractive efficiency. low induced pola.ri:;,ation dIeets and Cl, ['c-
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Grating Wavelength Usable Bandpass Resolving Power
coverage (A) angles (0) per tilt (A) (1.25" slit)

pg0300 3700-9000 3900/4400 250-600
pg0900 3200-9000 12-20 ~ 3000 600-2000
pg1300 3900-9000 19-32 ~ 2000 1000-3200
pg1800 4500-9000 28.5-50 1500-1000 2000-5500
pg2300 3800-7000 30.5-50 1000-800 2200-5500
pg3000 3200-5400 32-50 800-600 2200-5500

Table 6.2: RSS gratings (Adopted from Burgh and Nordsieck 2009, p. 6.)

Longslit Width (arcsec ) Height (arcmin )
Standard longslits PL0060N001 0.6 8

PL0100N002 1 8
PL0120N001 1.2 8
PL0125N001 1.25 8
PL0150N001 1.5 8
PL0200N001 2 8
PL0300N001 3 8
PL0400N001 4 8

Polarimetric longslits PL0060P001 0.6 4
PL0125POOl 1.25 4
PL0150P001 1.5 4
PL0400POOl 4 4

Table 6.1: Longslits available on the RSS. (According to the PIPT 1.98 SALT software.)

duetion of scattered light. Their efficiency also varies with the angle of incidence,

therefore a large wavelength range can be accessed with a single grating by changing

the angle between the beam and the grating normal. This is achieved by using a

rotating grating stage. The VPH efficiency is usually at a maximum at the Lit-

trow condition (where the angle of incidence is equal to the angle of diffraction),

therefore the RSS camera angle has to be adjusted to two times the grating angle.

For a given slit width, a larger grating tilt will also enhance the spectral resolution.

The available gratings, with their wavelength, angle and resolution ranges are listed

in Table 6.2. The efficiencies of the VPH gratings in at different wavelengths and

resolution values are illustrated in Fig. 6.2.

The gratings are only used in first order. Second order transmission is removed by

an appropriate order-blocking filter: in addition to a clear filter, there are 4 "cut-off"

filters for order-blocking. There are also 40 different narrow-band interferometric

filters for Fabry-Perot imaging spectroscopy.
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Fig. 6.1: The optical layout of the Robert Stobie Spectrograph (RSS). (Adopted from
Burgh et al. 2003, Fig. I.)

The science camera (f/2.2) has a plate scale of 8.6" /mm. The detector subsystem

consists of a mosaic of three E2V 44-82 CCD chips. This mosaic is cooled by a

Cryotiger, and as a result the inherent dark current is insignificant.

A variety of arc lamps are available for wavelength calibration: Ar, Ne, Xe, CuAr,

ThAr and HgAr. See the technical discussion of Nordsieck and Babler (2011) for

more information.

6.1.2 The SAAO 1.9-m Telescope Grating Spectrograph

The information on this instrument was obtained from the SAAO website", primarily

from the user manual by Kilkenny and Worters (2011) which is also available on the

website.

2http://www.saao.ac.za
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Fig. 6.2: The efficienciesof the VPH gratings of the RES versus resolution (R) and wave-
length. The contours indicate efficienciesof 50%, 70% and 90%. "D" indicates the grating
thickness in microns and "dn" the modulation in the refractive index. Most of the VPH
grating efficiencies peak at > 90%, which is appreciably higher than e.g. the efficiencies
of the regular diffraction gratings of the l.9-m Telescope Grating Spectrograph shown in
Fig. 6.4. (Adopted from Burgh and Nordsieck 2009, p. 6, Fig. 4.)

The SAAO lo9-m (Radcliffe) Telescope

The Radcliffe Telescope has a primary mirror with diameter l.9-m. It has an equato-

rial mount and all observations are carried out with the telescope on the eastern side

of the polar axis. It has an f/4.85, 22.49" /mm Newtonian focus which is rarely used,

and an f/18, 6" /mm Cassegrain focus which can be used with the following science

instruments: the Grating Spectrograph, the GIRAFFE Echelle Spectrograph, the

HIPPO (High speed Photo-Polarimeter), the SAAO CCD (STE3/STE4) and the

VCT CCD Photometer.

lo9-m Grating Spectrograph

The optical layout of the spectrograph is shown in Fig. 6.3. The guide mirror is a

plane mirror oriented at 45° to the incident beam. It has an elliptical hole in the cen-

tre, effectively creating a circular 6.5' aperture to incident light. During acquisition,

the mirror is moved to an off-centre position, and the light that would have been

focused at the slit, is reflected from the guide mirror and reaches the acquisition
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Fig. 6.3: The optical layout of the 1.9-m Grating Spectrograph. (Adopted from Kilkenny
and Worters 2011, p. 31, Fig. 4.3.)

CCD. This enables the observer to point the telescope to the exact target position.
After acquisition, the guide mirror is centred, and the target beam can reach the
spectrograph slit. A guide star near to the target has to be selected so that the light
from the guide star is reflected from a rv 4' annulus on the guide mirror just out-
side the circular aperture. The acquisition camera is then moved to an appropriate
position (on an XY slides system) to intercept the guide star image, which is then
used for autoguiding.

The observer can choose one of a number of different filters which are contained in
the filter wheel. There are the different colour filters (BG38, BG39 and GG495) for
order separation, as well as a number of neutral density filters that may be required
for the observation of extremely bright stars.
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Grating Lines Order Dispersion Bandpass Blaze wave- Resolution
(mm-I) (A/mm) (A) length (A) (A)

4* 1200 1 50 800 4600 1
5 1200 1 50 800 6800 1

2 20 350 3400 0.5
6* 600 1 100 1600 4600 2
7 300 1 210 4200 4600 5
8* 400 1 155 2300 7800 4

2 75 1150 3900 2
9 830 1 65 960 7800 1.5

2 30 480 3900 0.7
10 1200 1 50 800 10000 1
11 600 1 100 1600 10000 2
12 300 1 210 4200 10000 5

Table 6.3: Available gratings of the 1.9-m Grating Spectrograph (Adopted from Kilkenny
and Worters 2011, p. 73.)
*Gratings 4, 6 and 8 have been severely scratched.

sure, the arc mirror is moved into the beam; the light from the target is blocked and
the light from the arc lamp reaches the slit. If a colour filter is inserted in the sky
beam, the same type of filter should be used in the arc beam.

The focal point of the Cassegrain configuration is on the entrance slit. The slit
width can be set to one of 28 possible values, ranging from 0.15" to 4.19". The slit
illumination lamp is used to illuminate the slit, and consequently an image of the
slit is formed on the acquisition CCD. Whenever this lamp is on, the slit shutter
should be closed to protect the science CCD. Slit illumination is used to determine
the position of the slit on the acquisition image, or to focus the acquisition camera.
Behind the slit and its shutter is the rear of slit mirror, that can be used for "knife-
edge" telescope focusing.

The Hartmann shutters (A and B) are situated just after the collimator system.
Shutter A can be used to block one half of the collimated beam, while shutter Bean
be used to block the other half. A focus test of the spectrograph camera is carried
out by recording two arc spectra - the first with shutter A in the beam and the
second with shutter B in the beam.

Severaldiffraction gratings with different resolutions and accessiblewavelength ranges
are available, and are listed in Table 6.3. The blaze wavelength of a grating repre-
sents the wavelength for which the grating has the maximum efficiencyfor a given
order. The wavelength range accessed by a grating will vary with the grating angle.
The viability of using a grating in a certain wavelength range also depends on the
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Fig. 6.4: Efficiency curves for the gratings of the 1.9-m Grating Spectrograph. For gratings
5,8 and 9, second-order efficiency curves are shown as well (on the left). The thick red curve
extending from+- 3250 - 10700 A represents the efficiency of the science CCD. (Adopted
from Kilkenny and Worters 2011, p. 83, Fig. 9.15.)

efficiency of the grating in that range. The efficiency curves for the different gratings

are shown in Fig. 6.4.

The science CCD is a SITe1 1798 x 266 pixel chip with a linearity maximum of

rv 40 000 counts per pixel, a gain of 1 and readout noise equal to 6.7 electrons. The

dark current associated with this chip is negligible.

6.2 Observations

6.2.1 RSS

The galactic symbiotic nova RR Tel was observed with the RSS on 27 June 2011, and

the close binary supersoft source CAL83 in the LMC was observed on 26 November

2011. All the different instrumental configurations that were used are shown in

Table 6.4. A list of the target exposures are provided in Table 6.5. An arc lamp

spectrum was recorded after each iteration sequence. (Wavelength calibration by

means of arc spectra is discussed in Section 6.4.)
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Setup Longslit Grating Grating Range Resolution Filter Arc
width (") angle (0) (A) (A) lamp

A 1 pg0900 12.88 3:3,12-6L15:3 "-' :3.S pc03200 ThAr(lJ.:36J\. )
B 1 pg3000 4~3.62 4216-4925 "-' O.S pcOOOOO CuAr(0.062i\)
C 0.6 pg0900 12.13 3057-6175 "-' 2.:3 pcOOOOO ThAr(0.2LIA)
D 0.6 pg0900 19.62 5882-8891 "-' 2.3 pc0460(J Xe (O.12A)

Table 6.4: Different RSS configurations used for the observations in Table 6..5. The values
in brackets after the arc lamp specifications indicate the approximate uncertainty in the
wavelength calibration.

Target Setup" Start date and time (UT) Exposures
RRTel A 2011-06-2721:28:02 4 x 60 s = 240 s

B 2011-06-27 21 :40:38 6 x 150 s = 900 s
CAL 8.) C 2011-11-26 01:31:20 6 x 37 s = 222 s

D 2011-11-26 01:55:47 6 x 37 s = 222 s

Table 6.5: RSS target exposures.
"Refer to the different instrument configurations in Table n.4.

6.2.2 1.9-m Grating Spectrograph

During an observing run in September 2011, optical spectra of the SMC planetary
nebula N67 and the galactic source RB. Tel were obtained. The different instrumen-
tal configurations that were used are presented in Table 6.6, and the target exposures
are listed in Table 6.7.

A set of 20 to 40 dome flat field exposures were taken at the start of each observing
night. A set of bias frames were also recorded -15 per night during the April
observing run, and 20 per night in September, except for the nights of 14 and 19
September, for which the bias frames of 15and 20 September respectively were used.
An arc spectrum was recorded before each target spectrum.

6.3 Basic CCD data reduction

Every raw CCD image not only contains photons from the program star collected by
the spectrograph, but also unwanted signal, or noise. Such noise can originate from

Setup Slit Grating Grating Range Resolution Filter Arc
width (") angle (0) (A) (A) lamp

E l.5 4 5A 4040-4904 "-'1 None CuAr(0.09Á)
F l.5 5 -2.9 6220-6968 ."V 1 GG495 CuNe(0.02Á)

Table 6.6: Different l.9-m Grating Spectrograph configurations used for the observations in
Table 6.7. The values in brackets after the arc lamp specifications indicate the approximate
uncertainty in the wavelength calibration.



Target Set up" Start date and time (UT) Exposures

RRTel E 2011-09-14 18:15:07 2 x 900 s = 1800 s

RRTel 2011-09-15 19:L13:"12 4 x 900 s = 3600 S

RRTel 2011-09-16 21:L1:3A6 2 x 900 s = 1800 s
LI x 600 s = 2400 s

RRTel F 2011-09-17 21:11:47 4 x 180 s = 720 s

N67 2011-09-18 00:05:05 2 x 1800 s = 3600 s

RRTel 2011-09-19 21:04:08 4 x 180 s = 720 s

RRTl"l 2011-09-20 21:00:29 2 x 180 s = 360 s

Table 6.7: l.g-m Grating Spectrograph target exposures.
"Refer to the different instrument configurations in Table 6.6.

various sources, such as readout noise, cosmic rays, thermal current and hot pixels,
dust or internal reflections in the telescope. In order to produce a CCD spectrum

of good quality, these artefacts have to be removed.

Each CCD exposure was stored in FITS (Flexible Ima.ge Transport System) format,
which can handle tables and multi-dimensional arrays very effectively. The reduction
and analysis of these CCD spectra were carried out by making use of the software
program IRAF V2.15.1a (Image Reduction and Analysis Facility). This section
provides an overview of the most basic reductions that are required, and concludes
with a brief summary of how the data sets were reduced with IRAF. A detailed
discussion of CCD reductions with IRAF can be found in Massey (1997).

6.3.1 Overscan, bias correction and trimming

The first step is to calibrate the signal on each CCD frame to the zero noise level
(e.g. Howell 2006, p. 52-54). Consider an unexposed CCD pixel, i.e. one with zero
collected photoelectrons. The digital count value of such a pixel (i.e. value stored
on computer) after readout and analog-to-digital (A/D) conversion can be expected
to have a mean value of zero, with a small distribution about zero due to readout
noise and computer noise. Therefore, CCD electronics are configured to provide a
positive offset value for each image in order to avoid negative count va.lues in the
raw image. This offset is known as the bias level and represents a "pedestal" OIl top

of which science and other detected counts accumulate.

Most CCD images contain an ouerscosi reeion which is created by an extra number
of empty readout cycles that do not contain any of the charge accumulated on the
CCD. The overscan region of an image is used to obtain the mean bias level for
the image (or for each row separately if the bias level varies significantly over the

different rows), and this is then subtracted from every pixel.
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A bias [rame is a zero-second exposure of the CCD, which simply consists of a read-
out of the pixels and all AID conversion to produce a digital image on computer.
Bias frames contain more information than the overscan regions, as they reveal two-
dimensional structure that may be present in the bias level. After applying overscan
corrections to all the CCD frames (including the bias frames), several bias frames
eau be combined to obtain CL rnaster bias frame, and, if necessary, this can then
be subtracted from the science frames (and any other calibration frames like dark
frames and fiat frames) to correct for structure in the bias level.

As soon as this is done, the mea of the CCD chip that contains the science data can
be determined, and the strips at the edges that do not contain useful data can be
trimmed off

6.3.2 Dark current correction

Any material above 0 K will be affected by thermal noise (e.g. Howell 2006, p. 47-
50). In a CCD, thermal energy can free electrons from the valence band, and these
"dark current" electrons become part of the signal when the CCD is read out.
Science CCD's are cooled by making use of a liquid nitrogen dewar, or thermo-
electric cooling methods. The significance of the clark current depends primarily on
the operating temperature, and also on the characteristics of the CCD. The necessity
of correcting for dark current will therefore depend on the situation at hand. A dark

frame is simply an exposure taken with no light reaching the CCD (i.e, with a closed
shutter). This will contain only thermal noise and contributions from hot pixels, and
by subtracting an appropriate master dark frame (created from several dark frames)
from the science images, these effects can be removed.

6.3.3 Flat field correction

A flat field exposure involves exposing the CCD to a uniformly illuminated cali-
bration source, such as an illuminated dome screen or the twilight sky. Such a fiat
field contains information about the pixel-ta-pixel variations in the response of the
CCD, as well as the effect of dust, vignetting and internal refiections in the telescope
(e.g. Wodaski 2002, p. 238-244). After bias and dark correction, the science images
can be divided by a combined master flat field to compensate for these artefacts. A
separate master fiat field should be used for different instrumental configurations,
as it characterizes the system sensitivity and behaviour under specific conditions.

Clearly, a fiat field exposure should be uniformly illuminated. However, this is often
not the case in practice, for example the flat lamp used to illuminate a dome screen
for dome flats may illuminate the central part of the screen more strongly than
the edges. To remove the large-scale gradients from such a fiat field exposure, the
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flat is divided by a heavily smoothed version of itself. This removes the illumination
pattern. and only the small scale response effects are retained. Therefore, if necessary
and applicable, the master flat field can first be illumination corrected before it is

used to calibrate the target exposures.

6.3.4 RSS data reduction summary

Fidelity checking and pre-calibration were already performed on the RSS data ob-
tained from SALT by a semi-automated SALT PyRAF pipeline. This pipeline per-
formed gain corrections depending on readout and gain modes, as well as overscan
subtraction and cross-talk corrections. There are six amplifiers in the detector and
the data from each is originally stored in a separate Header/Data Unit (HDU) in
the FITS lik for each exposure. The pipeline also mosaickcd the data horn Uw six
amplifiers iuto rt single two-dimensional image. Finally, wc trimmed all the pre-
calibrated two-dimensional images with the IRAF task ccdproc, keeping the region
[1:3162,60:1900]. As the science CCD dark current is negligible, no master dark
correction was performed, and also no master bias or master flat correction.

6.3.5 LD-rn Grating Spectrograph data reduction summary

By examining a sample of the data frames with the IRAF task implot, the area of
the CCD chip that contains useful data was determined to be [26:1774,1:133] (known
to IRAF as the "TRIlVISEC" ). The appropriate overscan region (known to IRAF
as the "BIASSEC") was noted to be [4:21,1:133], and these regions were specified
to the task ccdproc. The task ccdproc, as well as the tasks zero combine and
fl.atcombine mentioned below, is part of the noao.imred.ccdred package.

The bias frames were combined with zerocombine, yielding one master bias for
every observing night. The master bias for every night was subtracted from all the
target and flat field frames of that night with the ccdproe task, which also applied
the OVerSC1'U1corrections and trimmed the images. One rnaster fiat was created
from the set of fiat frames for each night with fl.atcombine, and an illumination
correction was applied to each master fiat frame. Consequently, the science images
for each night were divided by the corresponding illumination corrected master flat
frame with a second pass through ccdproc. Because the dark current in the science

CCD is negligible, no dark frame calibration was carried out.

6.4 Spectral calibration and extraction

After these basic reductions, a set of noise-corrected CCD images were obtained.
On the target images, the target spectrum can be seen as an elongated trace in the
dispersion direction. Shown in Fig. 6.5 is an example of such a two-dimensional



Fig. 6.5: An exposure of HR Tel recorded with the RSS, with basic reductions performed.
The bright trace in the x-direction (dispersion direction) represents the spectrum of RR Tel,
with its strong emission lines clearly visible as the bright points on this trace. On the right,
several sky lines are visible as elongated structures covering the whole CCD in the y-direction
(cross-dispersion direction). The two black strips correspond to the gaps between the CCD
chips.

target image: an exposure recorded of RR Tel with the RSS, using configuration A

in Table 6.4. The dispersion direction will be referred to as the x-direction, with the

cross-dispersion direction as the y-direction. In this section, the procedures that were

carried out to obtain the final spectrum from such two-dimensional target images

will be outlined. For a detailed discussion of spectral calibration and extraction with

IRAF, see Massey, Valdes and Barnes (1992).

6.4.1 Wavelength calibration

The next step is to transform the CCD pixel coordinates in the dispersion direc-

tion to wavelength coordinates (in Á). This is achieved by using comparison arcs
(e.g. Masseyand Hanson 2010, p. 33). Such a comparison arc is obtained by record-

ing a spectrum of a discharge tube (e.g. CuNe or ThAr) at exactly the same instru-

mental configuration as the science exposure. Arc spectra have strong emission lines

at known wavelengths, and thus enable the transformation of a pixel scale in the

x-direction to a wavelength scale. Because the discharge tube illuminate the whole

slit, the arc emission lines extend over the whole CCD in the y-direction.

The wavelength calibration was accomplished by utilizing various tasks in the noao

lRAF package. For each arc exposure, the tasks identify and reidentify were

used to assign the correct wavelength values to the arc emission lines at intervals
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of 5 pixels in the y-direction, in other words a dispersion solution was obtained at
every fifth "horizontal" row in the two-dimensional arc image. The task fitcoords
was consequently used to fit a two-dimensional polynomial (with order 4 in both
dimensions) to the assigned coordinates, and a transformation function was created
for mapping the [x,yJ pixel coordinates to a [A,yJ coordinate system. The transform
task was used to perform the actual transformation of the target frames to [A,yJ
coordinates, using each target frame's corresponding arc's transformation function.

6.4.2 Background/sky subtraction

After performing the wavelength calibration, background subtraction was performed
on the two-dimensional images. The background includes spectral lines originating
from the atmosphere ("sky lines") superimposed on the target spectrum. It is there-
fore crucial to subtract the background correctly to get rid of the contribution from
sky lines.

Because the whole slit is illuminated by the sky, the sky lines extend over the whole
CCD image, while the target spectrum is only contained in a few adjacent rows
corresponding to the target position on the slit. As seen in Fig. 6.5, the sky lines
on the [x,yJ image have a curved form because of geometrical distortions. However,
these distortions are accounted for by the wavelength calibration described in the
previous section, and in the resulting [A,yJ images the sky lines are perfectly aligned
in the y-direction.

The two-dimensional background subtraction for each target image was performed
by utilizing the background task. This task was used to fit a polynomial func-
tion to each column in the y-direction, excluding the pixels containing the target
spectrum from the fit. For each image column, this fitted function was subtracted
from the column, effectively removing the background from the image and yielding
a background subtracted target image.

6.4.3 Extraction of target spectra

The extraction of each spectrum in the form of an intensity versus wavelength plot
was accomplished by using the task apalI. Appropriate aperture regions containing
the target counts in each spectrum image were first determined. An aperture region
encompassing 50 rows centred on the target trace was used for the RSS data, while
a region of 13 rows was used for the l.g-m Grating Spectrograph data. A cleaning
algorithm was also applied by apall to get rid of cosmic rays. The final spectra were
examined with ds9 and spectool for residual cosmic ray hits not cleaned by the
algorithm, and these were fixed by interpolating across the bad pixels.



(6.1 )

6.4.4 Stacking of spectra

In order to increase the signal-to-noise ratio of ct spectrum, CL number of spectra of
the same target over the same wavelength range can be averaged or "stacked": This
was clone by using the task scombine. Prior to applying this task. it was verified
that the spectra. that are going to be stacked, all have the same shape.

No absolute flux calibration was performed on these data.

6.5 Spectral analysis methods

The IRAF task spectool was used to perform the measurements described in this
section. The first step was to identify the spectral features for each target. The tar-
get spectra were first dereclshifted by using the previously determined heliocentric
systemic velocity for each target. This brought the line positions quite close to their
laboratory wavelengths, enabling easier identification. The wavelength positions of
the line centres were determined with a gaussian centering algorithm. After the lines
were identified: the actual velocity shifts of the individual lines were calculated with
the Doppler formula (see Eq. (3.65)), and heliocentric corrections were performed.
An approximate 10" error level was determined for each spectrum by using spectool.

In order to determine the FWHlVI (full width at half maximum), FWZI (full width
at zero intensity) and equivalent width of certain spectral lines, a Gaussian profile
was fit to each line. The FWHlVI and YWZI measurements (in A) were corrected
for instrumental broadening by using the following basic formula:

Corrected width = VUncorrected width/ - 62 ,

where 0 is the wavelength resolution.

The laboratory air wavelengths of the spectral lines were obtained from the NIST
Atomic Spectra Database ' (NIST, 2011).

Now that the scientific instrumentation used for this study: as well as the data re-
duction procedures have been reviewed, the results of the spectroscopic study of
CAL 83, N67 and RR Tel will be presented consecutively. After the presentation of
the results related to each individual source, a brief discussion will follow immedi-
ately.

:lhttp://www .nist. gov/pml/data/asd. cfm
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6.6 CAL 83

6.6.1 Results

The RSS spectra taken on 26 November 2011 were combined into two averaged spec-
tra: one in the blue aud one in the red, and these are shown in Fig. 6.6. The only
strong emission features discernible above the noise level are the He U /\4686 and Ho
;\6563 emission lines. The weak feature at 4863.78 A is concluded to be H,B --\4861
emission, while the weak feature superimposed on the blue wing of He U may be
C IU and C IV emission, as suggested by Crarnpton et al. (1997). Fig. 6.7 provides
plots of the He U and Ho: lines in terms of velocity, illustrating their broad structure.

The profile measurements are presented in Ta.ble 0.8. The velocity shift of the
centroid of each spectral line from its laboratory wavelengths after heliocentric cor-
rections is given as £::"'1). Also included in the table is the conversion (by means of
Eq. (3.50)) of the ionization energy obtained from Table B.1 to a temperature, T(E'i),
for each of the line-emitting species identified in the spectrum. The thermal energy
T(--\) associated with the line wavelength according to lu» '" ~kT (see Eq. (3.53)) is
also shown.

The average heliocentric velocity displacement of the emission lines from their lab-
oratory wavelengths is 190 km S-l. According to Eq, (3.65), the spectral resolution
of '" 2.3 Á corresponds to a velocity resolution of '" 100 km S-1 in the vicinity of
Ho: /\6563, and", 150 km S-1 in the vicinity of He U M686.

The FWZI of 1380 km S-1 presented in Table 6.8 for the He U ;\4686 line represents
the range from 4678 to 4700 Á, as determined from the wing limits of the Gaussian
profile fit. However, when inspecting the line profile (see Fig. 6.6 and Fig. 6.7),
it seems that the blue wing of the He U emission actually extends to '" 4600 Á,

ID Lab x T(Ei) T(>") .ó.v WA FWHM FWZI
(Á) K K (km/s) (Á) (Á) (krrr/a) (Á) (km/s)

C III, 282 800
'" 4650 - 4660 '" 20 600

C IV? 555 300
He Il 4685.68 285 100 20470 200 -6.19 5.57 356 21.5 l380
H,6 4861.35 19730 '" 150 '" -2 ",5 '" 300 '" 21 '" 1300
!-In 6562.82 14610 224 -13.6 9.75 445 -35.9 1640

Table 6.8: CAL 8:3 emission lines detected with the R.SS. The parameters were derived
by fitting ct Gaussian profile to each emission line. 6.-0 represents the heliocentric velocity
shift of the measured line from its laboratory wavelength. The FW!-IM and FWZI values
were corrected for the effect of instrumental broadening with Eq. (s.i), using <5 = 2.3 A. As
the Hf:! emission is barely discernible above the noise level, its profile measurements only
provide a. rough estimate.
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Fig. 6.6: The average CAL 83 spectrum recorded with the RSS. The resolution is ~ 2.3 A.
The spectrum was smoothed with a. box size of 3 data points for display purposes. The error
har indicates a typical la error level on either side of CL data point.

137



Fig. 6.7: The He II A4686 and Ho: A6563 emission lines of CAL 83 detected with the
RSS, plotted in terms of velocity relative to the centres of these lines. The resolution is
rv 150 km S-l for the left panel and", 100 km S-1 for the right panel. The spectrum was
smoothed with a box size of 3 data points for display purposes. The error har indicates a
typical Irr error level on either side of a data point.

representing a "" -5500 km S-I shift from the rest wavelength.

The observed emission lines are expected to originate from an accretion disc around
the primary white dwarf. The He II A4686 emission line exhibits a very broad wing
structure to the shorter wavelength side, similar to what has been observed before
(e.g. Fig. 5.4). While the FWZI of the "main component" is "" 1380 km S-I, the
blue wing extends to "" -5500 km S-1 from the peak value. The presence of this
extended emission component is in favour of the presence of a wind or jet with a

large collimation angle from the accretion disc in CAL 83.

The presence of a possible outflow or jet from the disc may in fact be a distinct
possibility if the compact object in CAL 83 is a rapidly rotating magnetized white
dwarf accreting from an accretion disc. For white dwarf magnetosphere-disc inter-
action outside the corotation radius, magnetospheric propelling of the plasma may
result in an outflow of material from the accretion disc along open magnetospheric

field lines.

No similar wing structure is observed in the H,8 line. However, the possibility of
such structure in H,8 can not be excluded, as the Hf3 emission in our spectrum is
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just discernible above the noise level.

Comparison of the FvVHlvI and equivalent widths (vV,,) of the emission lines in Ta-
ble 6.8 with the previously measured values in Tables 5.6, 5.7 and 5.8, shows the
following: The values of Hf" and the FWHM for the He II /\4686 line are within the
range of the (variable) values measured previously, although the central wavelength
shift is somewhat smuller than the values in Table 5.7. The equivalent width of the
HjJ line ('" -2 A), is close to the lowest values in Table 5.7, but the new FWHJVI
is ~ 2 times larger than the corresponding FWHM values. However, the weakness
of Hp emission in our spectrum introduces significant uncertainty related to the
current profile measurements.

The Hf" values given for Ha in Tables 5.6 and 5.8 (-18 A and-21.9 Á) are somewhat
larger than the newly measured value of -13.6 Á. While this still requires further in-
vestigation, this may be related to the transient nature of CAL 83, as the equivalent
width is a measure of the line intensity.

In order to determine the orbital phase at which our spectra were recorded, the
mid-exposure UT times of the combined spectra were determined and converted to
Barycentric Julian Dates (BJD). All conversions in this work involving BJD were
carried out with the Time Utilities of the Ohio State University" (Eastman, Siverd
and Gaudi, 2010). All BJD values determined from here on are expressed in the
Barycentric Dynamical Time system (TDB).

For the CAL 83 spectra, BJD 2455891.566 was obtained at mid-exposure for the blue
spectrum and BJD 2455891.583 at mid-exposure for the red spectrum. Converting
the time of minimum light of the orbital ephemeris of Schmidtke et al (2004) to
BJD yields the following orbital ephemeris:

To = BJD 2451500.954 ± 0.004 + 1.047568E ± 0.000003 d .

Relative to this epherneris, the blue spectrum was recorded at cp = 0.24 and the red
spectrum at cp = 0.26, yielding, by approximation, cp '" 0.25 for our observation.
By the definition of orbital phase, the primary and secondary stars pass through a
plane perpendicular to our line of sight at cp = 0.25, with the primary moving to-
wards us and the secondary away from us. This means that the maximum possible
radial velocity components associated with the orbital motion can be measured at
cp = 0.25 for both the primary and the secondary star.

To put the velocity shifts measured for the emission lines into context, we need

'Ihttp://astroutils . astronomy. ohio-state. edu/time
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11.. II
(1.2= (I. - al = (5.4 - 1.5) x 10 cm = 3.9 x 10 cm. (6.5)

to determine the expected velocity shifts due to the orbital motion of the system
and the systemic velocity of the source. The systemic velocity of CAL 8:3 will be
assumed to be more or less equal to the systemic velocity of the LMC, which is
262.2 ± 3.4 km s-1 according to van del' Marel et al. (2002). Because the orbital
phase relative to the above ephemcris is known, one may be able to determine from
what part of the system the emission originates. The velocity shifts expected from

the system. were calculated in the following way:

Based on the literature review in Section 5.1, the following parameters were adopted
for CAL 83: l1h '" 1.3Mo, M2 '" 0.5M;, i cv 250 and Porb = 1.047568 d. The WD

temperature is '" 47 eV, corresponding to cv 550 000 K. The given masses yield

fj '" 0.38. From Eq. (4.3), the radius of the WD is

The photospheric radius reported for the white dwarf with hydrogen burning in a
shell on its surface is R", 8.0 X 108 cm, about twice the size of the white dwarf core

itself.

Substituting the necessary values into Eq, (2.1) yields a binary separation of the

order

(
Nh + Ah) 1/3 ( Porb ) 2/3 cm.

1.8M0 1.047568 d
(6.3)

From the definition of the centre of mass in Eq. (2.3), and since a = al + 0,2, the

following is obtained:

_ [G(MI +Nh)P;rb] 1(3 _ r:: 4 lOll
(I, - 2 - o. X

47r

(
Nh ) (11h+M2)-1 ( (I, )

0.5M0 1.8M0 5.4 x lOll cm
cm

(6.4)

and

By using Eq. (2.2) and Eq. (2.G), the binary parameters presented above can be
used to show that the maximum value of the heliocentric velocity displacement
(.6:u) from the systemic velocity of a spectral line originating from near the primary

due to orbital motion is

}(1 = 2p'
7f
O,Isin i '" 44 (1 r:: ~~II ) (1.0;;~~8 .. (".,].SI'l

in
25'i0) km S-1 , (6.6)

orb .0 X . cnl '0

yielding 6v = -44 km S-I at cP = 0.25 and 6v = +44 km S-I at cP = 0.75. The
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corresponding value for El, spectral line originating near the secondary yields

}~. 27fU.2.. .. ( 1.1.2 ) ( POrb ) - 1 ( sin . ) 1 _ 1,\_,)= -- SlIl 'l cv 1l0. --- (Ill S ,
- POrh 3.9x101Jcm 1.047568d sin25°

(6,7)
i.e. 61) = +1l0 km s-l at rjJ = 0,25 and 6'1) = -1l0 km s-1 at rjJ = 0,75,

Referring the above to the systemic velocity of 262,2 km S-1 shows that, at rjJ = 0,25,
6'1) = (262,2 - 44) km S-1 cv 218 km ::;-1 would be expected for spectral lines that
originate near the vVD and thereby follow the orbital motion of the vVD, On the
other hand: 6'1) = (262,2 + 1l0) km S-1 cv 372 km S-1 would be expected for lines
originating near the secondary star at (p = 0,25, As the velocity shifts of He II .\4686,
H,B and Ho: are 200 km S-1, cv 150 km s-1 and 224 km S-1 respectively, our data
provides evidence that the emission originate from near the vVD, assuming that
CAL 83 has the same systemic velocity as reported for the LMC, This supports the
scenario of emission from an accretion disc around the WD, (Although the veloc-
ity resolution of cv 150 km S-1 in the blue region of the spectrum, as well as the
uncertainty in the measurement of Hf.) may compromise a conclusive statement for
the blue lines in this regard, the cv 100 km s-1 resolution in the vicinity of HO' is
considered adequate to distinguish between 218 km S-1 and 372 km S-1 .)

A thermal ionization temperature of at least cv 285 100 K would be required for
the initial ionization of He I to He II, Given the vVD temperature of approximately
550 000 K, it is entirely possible for He II ions to be produced in the system, The
most probable temperature associated with Balmer emission is cv 10 000 K, At
lower temperatures, most atoms are in their ground states, while Balmer emission
involves transitions to the '/I, = 2 level. The temperature associated with the Balmer
emission is consistent with the temperatures associated with an accretion disc,

Comparison of the profik widths of HQ and H,6 with the combined thermal and
pressure broadened profiles in Fig, ;~,lO corresponding to a gas with T = la 000 K,
shows that the T- and P-broadening for Hex, even for relatively high electron den-
sities, is much smaller than the measured broadening, therefore the measured Hex
broadening is mainly ascribed to Doppler broadening due to rotation in the system,
For H13, the same argument holds for electron densities up to Ne cv 1015 cm-3, but
for larger densities, pressure constitutes a major broadening mechanism,

The WD temperature of cv 550 000 K can be considered as an upper limit to the tem-
perature of the accretion disc, as the disc temperature will decrease with increasing
radius (see Eq. (2,65)), The FWHIvI for thermal broadening can be calculated from
Eq, (3,70), with the mass of the He atom being 'In ~ 4mp' Even for temperatures
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np to rv 550 000 K, the thermal broadening FWHM of the He II /\4686 emission line
is less than L3 A. For larger atoms and ions, the thermal broadening effect will be
even smaller.

Although ct detailed study of pressure broadening for atoms heavier than hydro-
gen has not been performed as part of the current investigation, the Stark effect is
known to be less pronounced for larger atoms, and also weaker for ions than for the
corresponding neutral atoms (Strnve, 1929). It is therefore assumed that pressure
broadening effects for He II contribute even less to the broadened profile than in Ho ,
and that the broadening of the He II /\4686 line is mainly due to the radial velocity
of orbiting material in the system.

However, when inferring radial velocities directly from the profile widths, it should
be noted that these values represent upper limits, because, strictly speaking, other
broadening mechanisms (even though they may be negligibly small in some cases),
still contribute to the line profile. The contribution of the broadening effect of tur-
bulence to the line profiles was not quantified in our current discussion. In cases
where a high degree of turbulence is expected in the plasma, meticulous modelling
should also account for its broadening effect.

Another factor to keep in mind during the subsequent discussion is that any par-
ticular emission line will only contain photons from regions in the system where
the particular emitting species are present. The ability of certain atoms or ions
to exist at certain radii in the accretion disc is evidently related to the tempera-
turo profile of the disc. For instance, the Baluier emission lines typically OCCUI' a.t
rv 10 000 - 15 000 K, with more and more of the H atoms being ionized at higher
temperatures closer to the WD. Balmer emission from regions very close to the hot
WD is therefore very unlikely. As a result of this consideration, the Keplerian veloc-
ity derived from the wing limits of an emission line will correspond to the maximum
Keplerian velocity in the accretion disc for the reqion in the disc from uiliere the
particular emission line oriqiruites.

The FWZI for the "main component" of He II ,,\4686 is rv 1380 km s-l. This
implies radial velocities of rv 690 km S-I towards and away from the observer for the
He II emission regions in the accretion disc that are rotating at the highest speeds.
Compensating for the inclination of the system by dividing by sin 25°, yields an
azimuthal speed of rv 1630 km S-I in the accretion disc. Substituting this value into



Rcirc = a(l + q)(0.500 - 0.22710gq)4

= (5.4 X 1011 cm)(l + 0.38)(0.500 - 0.22710g0.38)4

= 9.4 x 1010 cm
(6.9)

Bq. (2.34) yields

_ GMj _ " D ( MI )R - -.)- - 6 49 x 10 -. -. -,-
uK 1.3Mo (

'IJ]'" )-2
, . ~ I cm = 16.2RwD ,l.630 x 10 cm s-

(6.8)
where RWD is the radius of the degenerate white dwarf core as determined from its
mass. Therefore the measured radial velocity corresponds to a Keplerian orbit at
a radius of 16.2RwD. Because larger radii imply smaller Keplerian velocities, this
value represents a lower limit to the He IIemission region of the accretion disc.

A similar analysis for the Hf3 line yields R '" 18RwD. For the Het profik- R.
1I.5RwD·

From Bq. (2.32), the circularization radius is

= 235RwD ,

and Bq. (2.21) yields

0.49q-2/3
RL 1 = Cl ---::-;-::----=---;-----::-;:,.,-

, 0.6q-2/3 + In (1+ q-l/3)

, 0.49(0.38)-2/3= (5.4 X 1011 cm) -----,---'-_....,.:- ..,.--
0.6(0.38)-2/3 + In (1 + (0.38)-1/3) (6.10)

= 2.5 X 1011 cm

= 630RwD

for the radius of the Roche lobe of the primary vVD. The Keplerian radii calculated
above can now be compared to the values of Rcil'c and RL) in order to construct an
idea of whether the calculated Keplerian radii are compatible with the approximate
regions in the system where an a.ccretion disc can be expected.

The Keplerian radii exceed the radius of the white dwarf by ct factor of > 10, and are
much smaller than the circularization radius and Roche lobe radius of the WD. The
calculated Keplerian radii are therefore consistent with emission from an accretion
disc around a white dwarf in CAL 83.
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Fig. 6.8: Average N67 spectrum recorded with the 1.9-rn Grating Spectrograph. The
spectral resolution is ~ 1 A. The error bar indicates a typical la error level on either side
of a data point.

ID Lab A T(€i) T(A) av W,\ FWHM FWZI
(A) (K) (K) (krn Zs) (A) (A) (kmy's) (A) (km Zs)

[N Il] 6548.05 168500 14 650 158 -87.7 1.21 55.4 5.50 251
Het 6562.82 14610 155 -344.3 lA6 66.7 6.25 286
[N II] 6583.45 168 500 14570 156 -316.6 1.13 51.5 5.31 242

Table 6.9: N67 emission lines detected with the 1.9-m Grating Spectrograph. The param-
eters were derived by fitting a Gaussian profile to cad! emission line, .0.7' represents the
heliocentric velocity shift of the measured line from its laboratory wavelength. The FWHlVI
and FWZI values were corrected for the effect of instrumental broadening with Eq. (6,1),
using s = 1 Á.

6.7 N67

6.7.1 Results

The two N67 spectra obtained on 18 September 2011 were averaged to a single spec-
trum. Three strong emission lines are present. The lines were identified as Ho: and
two [N Ilj lines by consulting the line identification table for this source compiled by
Meatheringham and Dopita (1991). The average spectrum is shown in Fig, 6.8, and
the lines are plotted in terms of velocity in Fig, 6,9. The measurements of the line
profiles arc givcll in Tablo (i,n. The spectral resolution is "-' 1 A, which corresponds
to '" 46 km s- 1.

The average shift of the lines from their laboratory wavelengths, after heliocentric
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Fig. 6.9: The [N II] '\6548, Ho: ,\656:3 and [N II] ,\6583 emission lines (from left to right) of
N67 detected with the l.g-Ill Grating Spectrograph, plotted in terms of velocity relative to
the centres of these lines. The spectral resolution is cv 46 km S-l. The error bar indicates
a typical Izr error level on either side of a data. point.

corrections, is 156 km S-l, and considering the velocity resolution of our spectra
(cv 46 km S-l), this is in good agreement with the value of 145.6 ± 0.6 km S-1

obtained by Harris and Zaritsky (2006) for the heliocentric radial velocity of the
SMC.

6.7.2 Discussion

These emission lines are thought to originate in the expanding nebular region. Pres-
sure broadening of the Ho: emission line is not expected to be important here, due to
the low densities in the nebula. The thermal broadening FWHM for Ho: at 10 000 K
is 0.47 A, and at 15 000 K the FWHM is 0.57 A.

The temperature required for the initial ionization of N I to N II is cv 168 700 K.
In Section 5.3, a range of different possible temperatures were quoted for the nu-
cleus of N67, e.g. cv 13.3 eV (cv 154 000 K) derived from XMM-Newton data, and
cv 34.5 eV (cv 400000 K) derived from ROSAT data. These temperatures show that
the ionization of N I to N II by radiation from the nucleus is therefore quite plausible.

The nebular electron temperature derived from the [N II] and [0 Ill] lines by
Meatheringham and Dopita (1991) is cv (1- 3) x 104 K, which yields a thermal
broadening FWHNI of cv 0.2 A for [N II]. The thermal broadening FWHM for [N II]
at much higher temperatures of up to cv 343 600 K, at which ionization to N III will
commence, is cv 0.8 A. Pressure broadening is assumed to be negligible clue to the
low density of the nebula and the large atomic mass of Natoms.
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Emission line Thermal FWHM (Á) Corrected FWHM (Á)a Vexp (krrr/s)"
[N Il] /\65·18 ~ 0.2 - 0.8 ~ 0.91 - 1.19 '" 21 - 27
Ha A6563 ~ 0.47 - 0.57 ~ 1.34 - 1.38 ,.....31 - 32

[N Il] /\6583 rv 0.2 -- 0.8 rv 0.80 - 1.11 cv 18 - 25

Table 6.10: Calculation of N67 expansion velocity from FWHlVI values measured with the
l.g-Ill Grating Spectrograph,
a Corrected for instrumental ami thermal broadening.
b Vexp = 0.5 F\iVHlVI

Based on theoretical considerations, the expansion velocity of an unresolved neb-
ula can be expressed in tenus of the FvVHM corrected for instrumental and ther-
mal broadening by Vexp = 0.5 FWHM (see Stanghellini et al. 1999 and references
therein). In order to calculate expansion velocities, the estimated thermal broad-
ening was subtracted from the instrumental broadening corrected FvVHM values in
Table 6.9 by utilizing Eq. (6.1) again, this time substituting the thermal broadening
FWHM into <5. Vexp was consequently calculated from the final corrected FWHM for
each emission line. The results are presented in Table 6.10. The calculated values
of Vexp are relatively close to the previously reported nebular expansion velocity of
27.9 km S-l.

6.8 RR Telescopii

6.8.1 Results

A broadband medium-resolution and a blue high-resolution spectrum of RR Tel
were obtained by combining the RSS pg0900 and pg3000 spectra of 27 June 2011
respectively, and the average spectra are shown in Fig. 6.10. Another blue spectrum
and a red spectrum were obtained by combining the blue and red spectra recorded
with the 1.9-m Grating Spectrograph on 18 September 2011, and these are shown
in Fig. 6.11 and Fig. 6.12.

All the spectra exhibit a collection of strong nebular emission lines that are cha-
ra.cteristic of RR Tel. The spectra were searched for the Raman-scattered emis-
sion components discussed in Section 5.4.2, i.e. the scattered components of the
o VI /\1032 and >.1038 doublet at "-'6830 A and '"'-'7088A, the scattered components
of He II >'972 and >'949 at 4851 A and 4332 A, and the scattered component of C III
>'977 at 4977 A.

The Raman-scattered components of He II and C III were not detected in our
spectra. However, the strong, double-peaked Raman-scattered component of the
o VI >.1032 line is present at 6828 A in the red spectrum recorded with the 1.9-m
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Fig. 6.10: Average spectra of RR Tel recorded with the RSS. Top: pg0900 spectrum
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strongest emission lines have been truncated.
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Fig.6.12: Average red spectrum of RR Tel recorded with the l.g-ru Grating Spectrograph,
with the identities of the strongest emission lines indicated. The spectral resolution is ~ I Á.
The HQ emission line has been truncated. The error bar indicates a typical Ier error level
on either side of Cl. data point.
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ID Lab'x (A) T(E'i) (K) T('x) (K) .ó.v (km/s)
[0 I]

~ 6:300 >1 15220Sc 11 75 90()
[S Ill] 6312.06 271 400 15 190 -6'1.6
[0 I] 6363.88 15070 -66.4
[Ar V] 6435.10 69:3600 14 900 -66.5
Ca. I 6499.65 14 750 -37.8
He II 6527.12 285 100 14690 -66.7
[N II] 6548.05 168 500 14 650 -66.1
Hn 6562.82 14 610 -65.5
[N Il] 6583.4.5 168 500 14 S70 -67.8
He I 6678.15 14 :360 -66.0
He Il 6683.2:3 28S lOO 143S0 -88.7
o VI (Raman) 1 321 000 92 9301>
He II 6890.88 285 100 13920 -60.3

Table 6.11: Identification of the strongest cruission lines in the red l.9-Ill Grating Spectro-
graph spectrum of RR Tel.
"Blend.
"Temperature corresponding to wavelength of 1032 Á unscattered photons.

Grating Spectrograph (Fig. 6.12). The discussion in this section will therefore focus
on the analysis of this spectrum, in particular on the double-peaked 0 VI line, which
is the main feature of interest. Our spectra did not extend to 7088 Á, therefore we
were unable to verify whether the scattered component of 0 VI ),1038 was present.

For the current purposes, only the strongest emission lines in the red spectrum were
identified by comparing our spectrum to the line lists of lVIcKenna et al. (1997) and
Kotnik-Karuza et al. (2009). The identified lines are listed in Table 6.11. The mean
heliocentric velocity shift of the emission lines is -65.1 km S-l, which is close to the
value of -62.3 km S-l quoted in Section 5.4. The resolution of the red spectrum
is '" 1 Á, corresponding to '" 46 km S-l. The FWZI values for the emission lines
(except for Ho: and 0 VI) range between >- 100 - 200 km S-l.

A blend of two Gaussian profiles was fit to the double-peaked: Raman-scattered
o VI feature at 6828 k and from the fit the FWZI (corrected for instrumental
broadening) was determined to be '"'-'26.9 Á, corresponding to '"'-'l180 km s-1. Be-
cause the wavelength shift of each photon is amplified by a factor of '" 6.7 during
the scattering process, the FWZI of the original 0 VI /\1032 line was '"'-'4.0 A (still
corresponding to '"'-'l180 km S-1). The red peak is considerably stronger than the
blue peak.

In Fig. 6.13, the [0 IJ ),6364 line and the Raman-scattered 0 VI line are plotted in
terms of velocity dispersion, and the broad structure of the 0 VI line relative to the
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Fig. 6.13: The nebular [0 IJ /\6364 emission line (left) and the Raman-scattered 0 VI
A6828 emission line (right) of RR Tel. Note the wide, double-peaked structure of the 0 VI
line compared to the typical width of a nebular line. The spectral resolution is cv 46 km S-1.

The error bar indica.tes a typical 10' error level on either side of a data point.

nebular [0 I] line becomes evident. By fitting a Gaussian profile to the [0 I] line:
it was determined that the FWHiVI is 0.97 A (corrected for instrumental broadening).

The HQ emission line has very broad wings, extending to rv 1000 km S-l to either
side of the central wavelength. This was ascribed to Raman scattering of L(3photons

by H I (Lee, 2000).

The presence of the double-peaked Raman-scattered 0 VI feature provides strong
evidence for the presence of an accretion disc in RR Tel, as explained by Lee and Park
(1999). The high strength of the red peak relative to the blue peak can be explained
by the higher mass concentration in the red emission region (RER) compared to the
blue emission region (BER), possibly due to the ballistic accretion stream impinging
on the RER segment of the disc (see Fig. 5.14). Because the Raman-scattered 0 VI
line provides us with a view of the system from the perspective of the secondary
star, regardless of the orbital phase, such a configuration will always cause an en-
hancement in the strength of the red peak relative to the blue peak. The velocity
width of the Raman-scattered 0 VI line associated with the high Keplerian speeds
in the accretion disc is notably larger than the width of the other emission lines that

-100 0 100

Velocity (km/s)

6.8.2 Discussion
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originate in the expanding nebular "shell" around the source (refer to Fig. 5.14).

The ionization temperature required for initially ionizing 0 V to 0 VI is '" 1 321 000 K,
implying that there is or must have been a hot X-ray compouent in the emission
from the vVD, even though the soft spectrum dominates . Jordan et al. (1994) did
hnd a hard component in the X-nw spectrum. which they ascribed to collisional
shocks. Even at such high temperatures, the thermal broadening FWHiVI of 0 VI is
< 0.25 Á. Thermal and pressure broadening is now assurned to be negligible com-
pared to rotational broadening in the accretion disc, which is expected to introduce
the dominant broadening effect.

The expansion velocity of the nebular region can be estimated from the FvVHM
of the. [0 IJ .\6364 line in Fig. 6.13. The thermal broadening FWHM of this line
at T(/\) = 15 070 K is 0.14 Á, and near the limit of 13.614 eV ('" 158 000 K) for
ionization to 0 II, the thermal FvVHM is 0.45 Á. Subtracting these values from
the FWHIvI of 0.97 Á by means of Eq. (6.1) yields a corrected FWHM range of
0.86 - 0.96 Á, which corresponds to an expansion velocity range of 20 - 23 km S-l

according to Vexp = 0.5 FvVHM, which is comparable to the known expansion ve-
locity of Vexp = 30 km S-l for RR Tel, given the current velocity resolution.

In analogy to the analysis that was performed for CAL 83, we will now proceed to
estimate the relevant dimensions in the binary system that would constrain the size
of an accretion disc. The Keplerian radius corresponding to the velocity width of
the 0 VI line will be compared to these dimensions to evaluate the possible presence
of an accretion disc in terms of the distances involved.

(
Ad ) -0.88 11 WD

RWD = 4.9 x 10 - t, -..111(.) (M) -0.8
cm = 5.3 x 10

8
0.9~i(., cm . (6.11)

According to the literature review in Section 5.4, the mass of the WD in RR Tel
is Nh '" 0.9M.0, and the orbital period Porb = 387 d. The WD temperature is
estimated to be '" 12.2 eV, corresponding to '" 142 000 K. The radius of the WD
according to Eq. (4.3) is

The photospheric radius reported for the WD and its shell is 6.3 x 109 cm. As
the secondary star is thought to be a Mira variable, a typical mass estimate of
the secondary will be M2 '" 1 - 2Mo (e.g. Wyatt and Calm 1983). Adopting
Nh '" 1.5Mo (implying «> 1.7), the binary separation is of the order

[
G(M1 + M2)P;rb] 1/3 13 (Ml + M2) 1/3 ( POrb ) 2/3

a = = 2 1 x 10 -- cm, (6.12)
41T2 . 2.4M(.) 387 d
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0.49q-2/3
RL] = a. ,, 0.6q-2/3 + In (1 + q-l/3)

0.49(1.7)-2/3
= (2.1 x 1013 cm) . ,0.6(1.7)-2/3 + In (1 + (1.7)-1/3) (6.16)

using Eq. (2.1). It follows that

M2 . . I:) ( Nh ) (J1h +l\lh)-l ( a )a1 = a = 1.3 x 10 ---MI + Ah 1.5Mc" 2.4M() 2.1 X 101:, cm
cm

(6.1:3)

and hence
13 12

(1,2 = a - a] = (2.1 - 1.3) x 10' cm = 8 x 10 cm. (6.14)

From Eq. (2.32), the circularization radius is

Rcirc = a(l + q)(0.500 - 0.22710gq)4

= (2.1 X 101:3 cm)(l + 1.7)(0.500 - 0.227 log 1.7)4

= 2.3 X 1012 cm
(6.15)

= 4300RwD ,

and using Eq, (2.21) yields

= 7.0 X 1012 cm

= 13000RwD

for the radius of the Roche lobe of the primary WD.

Because the double-peaked Raman-scattered 0 VI emission feature at 6828 A is
thought to be the result of scattering by neutral hydrogen close to the companion
star, it will be assumed that these scatterers are viewing the disc at an inclination

angle of 90° .

From the FWZI of "" 1180 km 8-1, the upper limit for the Keplerian velocity in the
disc is therefore >- 590 km S-I, yielding a lower limit for the radius of the 0 VI

emitting region of

R = GlI')h = 3.4 x 1010 ( Ml ) ( 'VK )-2---7----:-1 cm = 64RwD . (6.17)
'V]( 0.9M!:) 5.90 x io- cm s-

Once again the calculated Keplerian radius can be compared to the values of Rcirc

and RL,1 to get a qualitative indication of whether the Keplerian radius is in the
range of what can be expected for an accretion disc in RR Tel. The Keplerian radius
is significantly larger than the radius of the 'iVD: but orders of magnitude smaller
than the circularization radius and the Roche lobe radius of the WD. The broad-
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enecl. double-peaked profile of the detected 0 VI line is therefore consistent with
emission from an accretion disc well inside the R.oche lobe of the white dwarf.

In addition to the analysis of optical spectra that was discussed in this chapter,
spectral and timing analysis of archived Cluuulra and XlVLM-Newton data were also
performed. In the next chapter, the X-ray component of our observational investi-
gation is presented for two sources: SMC 13 and CAL 83.
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Chapter 7

X-ray data analysis

In this chapter, the results of the analysis of archived X-ray data of the supersoft

X-ray sources SMC 13 and CAL 83 are presented. The nature of the soft X-ray

spectrum of SMC 13 is investigated by fitting a simple model to Chandra data, and

the strong variations in the X-ray light curve is also considered. For CAL 83, the

results of a systematic search for short time-scale periodicity in archived X-ray data

is presented. The chapter is therefore divided into two main sections: in Section 7.1,

the X-ray data analysis for SMC 13 is discussed, while the timing analysis of XMM-

Newton data of CAL 83 is presented in Section 7.2. Each of these two sections are
structured as follows: A brief overview of the relevant X-ray telescope is provided,

followed by a summary of the observations and the data calibration procedures.
The last part of each section consists of an overview of the relevant data analysis

methods, directly followed by the results and discussion for each source.

7.1 Chandra observations of SMC 13

7.1.1 The Chandra X-ray Observatory

The Chandra X-ray Observatory was launched by NASA in 1999. It is in a high

Earth orbit, completing one orbit in 63.5 hours. This makes uninterrupted obser-

vations of up to rv 47 hours possible. Chandra consists of a spacecraft, a telescope

and a science instrument payload with high sensitivity and resolution. Detailed

information can be found on the Chandra website", and The Chandra Proposers'

Observatory Guide (Chandra X-ray Center, 2011).

The main components of Chandra are illustrated in Fig. 7.1. The High Resolution

Mirror Assembly (HRMA) consists of a set of four nested grazing-incidence Wolter

Type-I mirrors. The Pointing Control and Aspect Determination System (PCAD)

controls the pointing and dithering of the telescope during observations. The focal
plane science instruments are the Advanced CCD Imaging Speetrometer (ACIS) and

Ihttp://chandra.si.edu
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Fig.7.1: The Chandra X-ray Observatory. (Adopted from http://www-xray.ast.cam.
ac. uk/xray _introduction/Chandra. html, CambridgeX-ray Astronomy 2005.)

the High Resolution Camera (HRC). Two transmission gratings are available for use
with these CCD's, namely the LETG (Low Energy Transmission Grating) and the
HETG (High Energy Transmission Grating).

The intrinsic energy resolution of the ACIS detectors provides the ability to ob-
tain high-resolution images and medium-resolution spectra simultaneously. ACIS
consists of two CCD arrays. Four chips arranged in a 2x2 array comprise ACIS-I,
which is used for imaging, and another six chips in a 1x6 array comprise ACIS-S,
which is used for either imaging or with the HETG (or LETG) for high-resolution
spectroscopy. Any combination of up to 6 of the CCD's can be used simultaneously.
There are two different operating modes for ACIS. The first is Timed Exposure (TE)
mode, which enables the readout of a full CCD chip at a nominal frame time of 3.2 s,
or only a sub-array of a CCD chip at a higher time resolution. The second operating
mode is Continuous Clocking (CC) mode, which provides a time resolution of 3 ms
at the expense of one dimension of spatial resolution. Several telemetry formats are
also available.

The HRC also has two components: HRC-I which is used for wide-field imaging,
and HRC-S which is used with the LETG for grating spectroscopy at low energies.

Only ACIS-S, HRC-S and the LETG were used in the observations discussed in this
chapter, and more technical information on these instruments are provided in the
tables in Appendix D.
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Table 7.1: Cluitulra observations of SMC 13.
"Principal Investigator.

Obs ID Instrument Start date Mode Exposure PI"
and time (UT) time (ks)

45:35 ACIS-S:3 2005-01-:30 16:56:17 VI<'AINT TE 40.14 .J. Greiner
7'156 HRC-S+LETG 2007-02-12 18:25:16 '10.19 T. Lanz
8519 HRC-S+LETG 2007-02-18 00:42:08 42.67 T. Lanz

7.1.2 Observations

In this chapter, three archived Chandm observations of the supersoft source SMC 13
will be discussed. One observation used ACIS-S (more specifically: the ACIS-S:3
chip), without a grating, in TE mode, with the telemetry format being VFAINT
(Very Faint), which is appropriate for observing very faint sources. The other two
observations were performed with HR.C-S+LETG. A summary of the observations
is provided in Table 7.l. According to our knowledge, no results have so far been
published on these observations.

7.1.3 Data calibration

The calibration of the data was carried out by following standard data calibration
procedures with the CIAO i Cluuulro. Interactive Analysis of Observations) software,
Version 4.3, using Version 4.4.5 of the CALDB (CIAO Calibration Database). The
CIAO website- and Fruscione et al. (2006) can be consulted for more detail.

The initial reduction of the data sets were performed by using the chandra_repro
script, which produces ct new lcvcl=2 event file with the latest available calibrations
applied. as well as a new lcvel=2 Type IIPHA file for grating data.

7.1.4 Spectral analysis

Spectral extraction

The source region for the ACIS-S data was defined as a circle with a radius of 4.92"
centred on the source position, which is expected to contain >- 98% of the source
photons. A concentric annulus with an inner radius of 9.84" pixels and an outer
radius of 18.4" was defined as a background region. The area of the background
annulus is therefore 10 times the area of the source region, and the background level
derived from the annulus was scaled by a factor of ,la during all further analysis
procedures. The CIAO task specextract was used to extract a source spectrum
(including background) and a background spectrum, as well as the necessary re-
sponse.files necessary to translate detector counts to an absolute flux level: an ARF

2http://cxc.harvard.edu/ciao4.4/index.html
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(Ancillary Response File) and an RMF (Response Matrix File).

For the LETG observations, a standard extraction region iu the form of a bow-tie
was used to extract the source spectrum (including background) from the dispersed
spectrum recorded with the HRC-S. The intrinsic energy resolution of the HRC-S de-
tector is not sufficient to distinguish between first-order and higher-order diffracted
photons, therefore only two source spectra were extracted for each LETG obser-
vation: one containing all the negative orders and one containing all the positive
orders. Background counts were obtained from regions on the detector on the outer
sides ("top" and "bottom") of the bow-tie source region, and one background spec-
trum was created for the negative orders and one for the positive orders. The tasks
mkgrmf and mkgarf were utilized to create RlVIF's and ARF's for the first three

positive and negative orders of the grating data.

Blackbody model fitting

A simple absorbed blackbody model was fitted to observations 7456 and 8519 with
the spectral fitting program ISIS (Interactive Spectral Interpretation System): Ver-
sion 1.6.1-26. Relevant information related to this software can be found on the
ISIS website'' and also in the ISIS 1.0 Technical Manual (Houck, 2010). Some of the
functions in the custom S-lang scripts" of Nowak (2011) were also used in conjunc-

tion with ISIS.

Each observation was analysed separately. For each of them, the souree-l-background
and the background spectra in the positive and negative orders, as well as the re-
sponse files for the first three positive and negative orders: were loaded into ISIS:
and the positive and negative orders were fitted simultaneously. Although the first
and higher orders can not be separated with the HRC-S energy resolution, higher
orders can still he accounted for by using higher-order response files during the fit-

ting procedure.

The spectral range extends from 0.08 to 10 keV, but the source spectrum was only
detected in the 0.165 - 0.827 keV (15 - 75 A) range, and only this interval was consi-
dered during the fitting procedure. There are two plate gaps in the HRC-S detector:
yielding zero counts for two intervals positioned near -50 A and 60 A. Electrical
field-fringing effects in the few bins bordering' on a plate gap can lead to high back-
ground in these regions. Therefore the gap regions, as well as a few channels on
both sides of each gap. were ignored during the fitting prncoduro. The spectra were
rebinned by a factor of 50, i.e. the channels were added together in groups of 50 each

3http://space.mit.edu/cxc/isis/
'Ihttp://space.mit.edu/home/mnowak/isis_vs_xspec/download.html

http://3http://space.mit.edu/cxc/isis/
http://'Ihttp://space.mit.edu/home/mnowak/isis_vs_xspec/download.html


47 2 ( D )2Lbo! = 4.39 x 10 cm 60.6 kpc x Fu ,

where 1 pc = 3.086 x 1018 cm, yielding the values presented in Table 7.2. The

photospheric radius R corresponding to each fit was calculated from the bolometric

(7.2)

to increase the SIN. This lowered the spectral resolution to '" 2.5 Á.

The fits were performed with the lmdif fitting algorithm, which is a variant of

the Levenberg-Marquardt minimization algorithm. This algorithm is based on the

minimization of the X2 fit statistic, which is given by (e.g. Arnaud, Dorman and

Gordon 2011)

(7.1)

The parameter J depicts a certain instrument channel, with C(I) representing the

measured counts in channel J and Cp(I) the predicted model counts in channel J.
The error for channel J is given by O"(I). The degrees of freedom (DOF) of the fit

is defined as the number of channels minus the number of model parameters, and

the "reduced X2" is defined as X2/DOF. A reduced X2 value close to 1 indicates a

good fit, although the validity of the model also depends, of course, on whether it

provides a scientifically feasible interpretation.

Two fits were performed for each observation: one with the column density NH as

a free parameter, and one with NH fixed at the galactic value of 6.94 x 1020 cm-2

quoted in Section 5.2. The background level was not subtracted prior to the fitting,

but was incorporated and accounted for during the fitting procedure.

Because the response of the ACIS-S detector can only be calibrated down to 0.245 keY

(50.6 Á), conclusive fit parameters were not obtained for observation 4535. Therefore

the spectral fitting of observation 4535 is not discussed here.

Results

The spectra of observations 7456 and 8519 are shown in Fig. 7.2, with the best-fit ab-

sorbed blackbody models overplotted (for the fits with NH fixed at 6.94 x 1020 cm-2).

The best-fitting parameters are shown in Table 7.2.

The parameters kTeff, NH and Fu were measured from the data, while Lbo!, Rand
MWD were obtained from further calculations. The bolometric luminosity is related

to the bolometric flux by Lbo! = 47rD2Fu. Hilditch, Howarth and Harries (2005)

determined the mean distance to the SMC to be D = 60.6 ± 2.8 kpc. Therefore, for

SMC 13,

luminosity and effective temperature by means of Bq. (2.112).
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Fig. 7.2: Chandra LETG spectra of SMC 13: observation 7456 (top) and 8519 (bot-
tom). For each observation, the best-fitting absorbed blackbody model with NH fixed at
6.94 x 1020 cm-2 is overplottod. The fit parameters are presented in columns (2) and (4)
respectively in Table 7.2. A single model produces two slightly different count profiles when
folded through the responses of the different grating orders, which are seen as the two slightly
different model curves for each spectrum. The gap in each of the spectra is due to the spaces
between the HRC-S detectors.
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Parameter

(1)

Obs 7456

(2)

Obs 8519

(3) (4)

Table 7.2: Results of absorbed blackbody fits to Chandm HRC-S+LETG spectra of
SMC 1:3. An SMC distance of 60.6 kpc was adopted. 90% confidence errors are given.
"Un absorbed bolometrio flux.
"Impossible for a WD, as it is way above the Chandrasekhar limit of 1.4.M(:).

Estimates of the WD mass were obtained with Eq. (4.:~)fortwo cases: first by assurn-

ing that the WD radius is equal to the calculated photospheric radius (R.wD = R),
and then by assuming that the WD radius is half the photospheric radius (RWD =

~R).

The determined masses for observation 8519 with NH as a free parameter (data
column (3) in Table 7.2) are obviously much larger than for the other fits, and
for (RWD = ~R) a mass of 2.65j\1Io is obtained, which significantly exceeds the
Chandrasekhar mass. It is also noted that the value of NH for this spectral fit is
much smaller than the galactic value in the direction of the SMC, while the 7456

fit with NI-I as a free parameter does yield a more credible value for NH (column
(1)). However, the fact that a blackbody model is only a crude estimate for the
underlying spectrum, leads us to the conclusion that the fits where NI-I is fixed to
the known value of 6.94 x 1020 cm -2 will yield more credible results than those
where NH is allowed to vary as a free parameter. Therefore the fit results for
NH = 6.94x 1020 cm-2 in columns (2) and (4) are considered to be more appropriate.

The average temperature of rv 34 eV derived from the blackbody fits in columns
(2) and (4) of Table 7.2 is within the range of previously determined temperatures
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reported in Section 5.2.

From the various considerations in Section 5.2, it seems that the mass of the vVD
in SMC 13 may be rv O.GlIl'.;). However, the values of MWD in columns (2) and (4)
seem to indicate a lower 'VD mass, even though the upper error limits for the masses
corresponding to RWD = ~R do include 0.61\10, If the size of the hydrogen burn-
ing shell contributes more than half of the photospheric radius, even smaller values
of RWD will obviously be obtained, yielding larger vVD masses for our fit parameters.

The adopted test values for the WD radius (RvVD= Rand RWD = ~R) are only
useful as estimations, because the exact contribution of the hydrogen burning layer
to the photospheric radius is not known. However, the fact that Sulelmanov and
Ibragimov (2003) found A/WD rv 0.65 - 0.85Me for RWD = R implies that, if the
mass of the WD is indeed >- 0,6Mo, the WD radius is very close to the photospheric

radius.

When comparing the Lbo! values determined from our blackbody fits to those in
Section 5.2 (e.g. in Tables 5.9 and 5,10), it becomes evident that our Lbo! values are
larger than the previously reported values, especially when compared to the lumi-
nosities derived from the more sophisticated LTE and NLTE models, This confirms
the issue that was mentioned earlier, namely that blackbody fits tend to overestimate
the ,VD luminosity: because actual WD atmospheres are more efficient emitters of
soft X-rays than blackbody emitters. The overestimation of Lbo! translates to an

underestimation of the WD mass,

Our spectra therefore await fitting with more sophisticated \VD atmosphere models:
and it is expected that these will yield more accurate parameters for the WD and
the surrounding hydrogen burning region, including a slightly higher WD mass. At
this stage, it can be concluded that the derived blackbody radii are compatible with
emission from a hydrogen burning WD. Also, a WD mass of 0.61110is not excluded
by our fits and is quite plausible when considering the complications involved with

a blackbody approximation.

7.1.5 Timing analysis

Procedure

The arrival times in the level=2 event files of the three observations were corrected to
the solar system barycentre (in the TDB system) by using the CIAO task axbary
with appropriate information on the orbit of the satellite and the position of the
target. Consequently, dmextract was used to create a background-subtracted light
curve from the corrected event file of each observation.
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For the ACIS observation (4535), the source and background regioris described in
the previous section were used. For the LETG observations (7456 and 8519), a,
source region with a radius of 5" was defined, centred on the position of the zero-
order grating image. A concentric annulus with an inner radius of 6.6" and an outer
radius of 13" were used for the background, yielding an area equal to 5 tirnes the
source area. and the background values were scaled by a factor of ~ in the extraction' . 0
procedure.

The very weak intrinsic energy resolution of the HRC-S complicated defining clear-
cut wavebands for light curves in different energy ranges. Therefore, for observations
74,'56and 8519, the created light curves contain all the detected zero-order source
photons in the range of the HRC-S (,.....0.08-10 keV). For observation 4535, a similar
light curve was created, containing all source photons in the range e- 0.14 -10 keY.
However, as mentioned previously, the source spectrum is actually only detected in
the >- 0.165 - 0.827 keV range, therefore the three "broad-band" light curves men-
tioned above encompass essentially the same (complete) source spectrum.

The intrinsic energy resolution of the ACIS-S detector was used to create two ad-
ditional light curves: one in the "soft" band (0.100 - 0.250 keV) and one in the
"hard" band (0,251- 0.500 keY), in order to compare the form of these light curves
to that of the ROSAT light curves in Fig. 5,11. However, the hardness ratio was
calculated in a different way than the ROSAT hardness ratio in Fig. 5.11, in order to
suit the detectable energy range of SMC 13 covered by Chandra somewhat better.
The liarducss ratio was defined as HR=H/(I-I+S), where I-I is the number of COlmts
above 0.5 keV and S is the number of counts below 0.5 keY.

Two different software packages were used for the tiniing analysis reported ill this
chapter. One is the Xronos Timing Analysis Software Package, which is part of the
HEAsoft software distribution. Detailed discussions on the different Xronos tasks
can be "found in the Xronos User's Guide (HEASARC, 2009). The other is the Star-
link PERIOD timing analysis package". In this section, the software was used to
search for an orbital period in the Cho:ndm X-ray data around the period of 0.1718 d
(4.123 h) found by Kahebka (1996a) in the ROSAT data.

The Xronos task powspec makes use of a discrete fourier transform (DFT) al-
gorithm to create a power spectrum from binned light curves or from event files
containing arrival times. The task efsearch can be used to search for periodicities
around a given period P. The task folds the data over a range of periods and de-
termines the X2 value for the folded light curve for each test period, The intrinsic

5http://www.starlink.rl.ae.uk/ star/ does/ sun 167. htx Zsun 167. html

http://www.starlink.rl.ae.uk/


p2
I:::.P=-

T
(7.3)

Fourier frequency resolution of a power spectrum is given by I:::.f = liT, where T is
the total length of the data set. This translates to an uncertainty in the period over
a range of

or ~I:::.P to either side of P. The default spacing between consecutive efsearch test
periods is ~I:::.P. When the position of the strongest peak has been identified, the
search period spacing can be made even smaller to determine the exact position of
the peak centroid. However, doing this will of course not change the amount of
uncertainty in the peak position, as the latter only depends on the total length of
the data set.

The PERIOD task SCARGLE creates a Lornb-Scargle periodogram, which is de-
signed for finding periodicities in unevenly sampled data (Lornb, 197G:Scargle, 1982).

A broad-band light curve with a binning of 100 s was created for each SMC 13 ob-
servation. Each separate light curve was detrended by normalizing to the. mean, and
then subtracting' 1 to obtain a light curve varying about zero. Initially, powspec
was used to create a power spectrum from each detrended light curve for each ob-
servation separately. Each of the power spectra exhibits a frequency peak at the
approximate position of the orbital period. However, the uncertainty in the peak
positions is very high, as Eq. (7.3) yields ct very poor resolution of I:::.P rv 5500 s
when searching for periods around 0.1718 d in a data set with a length of rv 40 ks
(which is the approximate length of the observations discussed here).

In order to obtain a higher period resolution, the normalized broad-band X-ray light
curves of observations 4535, 7456 and 8519 were joined together to form one long
combined data set (with binning 100 s). The combined light curve was detrended by
using the PERIOD task DETREND to subtract the mean and divide by the stan-
dard deviation to obtain a data set with a zero mean and a standard deviation of l.
The task SCARGLE was consequently applied to the combined data set to yield a
Lomb-Scargle periodogram in order to determine the period more accurately. Due
to the rv 2-year gap between the first two data sets and the rv l-week gap between
the last two, the aliasing effects made it difficult to decide which one of the peaks
represents the true periodicity in the data.

Consequently, a, combined broad-band light curve was created using only the ob-
servations of February 2007 (Obs 7456 and 8519), and a similar Lomb-Scargle pe-
riodogram was created. The PERIOD task PEAKS was utilized to determine the
peak with maximum power in the 2007 periodegram. The position of this (relatively
broad) peak was used to choose the appropriate peak on the high time-resolution
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periodogram obtained by combining all three data sets, and the PEAKS task was
used to determine its position.

The soft, hard and HR light curves of observation 4535 were folded on the newly
determined period by rnaking use of the Xronos task efold, using the time of mini-
mum light of the third minimum of the 4535 light curve. This was done to enable
easier comparison to the phase-binned ROSAT light curves in Fig. 5.11.

The orbital epherneris of van Teeseling et al. (1998) quoted in Section 5.2 can be
rewritten in B.JD terms as

To = B.ID 2450434.1327 ± 0.0006 + 0.1719260E ± 0.0000007 cl . (7.4)

Expressing the orbital period above in terms of hours yields Porb = 4.126224 ±
0.000017 h. The three broad-band light curves were folded on the orbital ephemeris
above to investigate the phasing of the X-ray eclipses compared to the previous data.

Results

The broad-band X-ray light curves of the three SMC 13 observations are shown in
Fig. 7.3. For easier comparison, each light curve was normalized to its mean count
rate.

The power spectra for the three separate observations are presented in Fig. 7.4.
All three exhibit a strong frequency peak at cv 6.25 x 10-5 Hz, corresponding to
4.44 ± 0.89 h. This period is compatible with the known orbital period of the sys-
tem, but the peak position is obviously very weakly resolved.

The Lomb-Scargle periodograms obtained from the combined data sets are shown
in Fig. 7.5. The strongest power peak obtained from the combination of the 2007
data sets is at a period of 4.12 ± 0.06 h. By using the position of this broad peak to
choose the correct peak f..om the high time-resolution periodogram, a final period
of 4.1214 ± 0.0005 h is obtained.

The "soft" and "hard" X-ray light curves extracted from observation 4535, as well
as the hardness ratio, are provided in Fig. 7.6. These light curves are folded with
the newly determined orbital period of Porb = 4.1214 h with respect to the epoch
of the third minimum of the data set itself, which is positioned at BJD 2453401.5682.

The broad-band light curves of the three observations folded through the orbital
ephemeris of van Teeseling et al. (1998) are shown in Fig. 7.7.
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Fig. 7.3: Ctuuuira light curves of SlVIC 13. The binning is 500 s, and the vertical lines
denote the error bars, Photons with energies < 10 keV are included. The RATE axes have
heen normalized to the mean count rate for each observation, which are: 0.1877 counts/s
for Ohs 4535, 0.0:355 counts/a for Obs 7456 and 0.0357 counts/a for Obs 8519.
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Fig. 7.6: Chandra ACIS-S Obs 4535 phase-binned light curves for SMC 13, folded on
POrb = 4.1214 h with respect to the third minimum in the data set (see top panel in
Fig. 7.3). Two cycles are 811ow11.The count rate in the "soft" band (0.100 - 0.250 keY)
(top), the count rate in the "hard" band (0.251 - 0.500 keV) (middle) and the hardness ratio
(bottom) are shown. The hardness ratio is given by HR=Hj(H+S), where H is the number
of counts above 0.5 keY and S is the number of counts below 0.5 keY. The number of phase
bins per period is 32.
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Discussion

The light curves from the three analysed Chandra observations provide evidence that
the X-ray emission frorn S:MC 13 is strongly modulated by the orbital period. The
same result was found by Kahabka (1996a) from ROSAT data. Because the time
of rnininmm in the ROSAT light curve is largely defined by only three data points.
Crarnpton et al. (1997) mentioned the possibility that these few minima might be
caused by the system being in a low state at some epochs, rather than by orbital
modulation. However, each of the Cluuulra data sets constitutes an uninterrupted
observation of the source for a duration of '""2.7 full orbital periods, and the orbital
modulation is clearly evident. As suggested by Kahabka (1996a), the shape of the
X-ray light curve may indicate that tho vVD P()SSCSS(~S a substantial llla,gllctic fiold.

The orbital period of 4.1214 ± 0.0005 h determined from the combined data set is
very close to POrb = 4.126224±0.000017 h determined by van Teeseling et al. (1998),
although not included in its error ranges.

The folded light curves in the soft and hard X-ray bands in Fig. 7.6 can now be
compared with the R.OSAT light curves in Fig. 5.11. Our light curves exhibit the
same sharp, asymmetric form as the R.OSAT light curves. In addition to the main
minimum, both the R.OSAT and Cluuulra soft bands show a secondary minimum
between phase values of 0,6 and 0.7. However, for both satellites, this secondary
minimurn is not observed in the hard band.

The HR values can not be compared directly: as they were defined differently and are
also dependent on the response functions of the different satellites. In the R.OSAT
light curve, both the minor and major dips are coupled with an increase in the
hardness ratio. The trend of the HR. to increase during the secondary minimum in
the soft band is also observed in the Cluuuira data. However, the relative value of
the Chandm HR. is quite low during the main eclipse.

As discussed in Section 5.2, Schmidtlee et al. (1996) found from their epherneris that
the X-ray minimurn occurs about 0,25 of a cycle after the optical minimum. How-
ever, when folding the Chomdra light curves through the improved orbital epherneris
of van Teeseling et al. (1998), the phasing illustrated in Fig. 7.7 is obtained, with
the X-ray minimum nearly coinciding with the optical minimum, This is similar
to the phasing obtained by Kahabka (1996a) after folding the R.OSAT light curves
through the orbital ephemeris of Schrnidtke et al. (1994). A qualitative evaluation
of our folded light curves might even suggest that the X-ra.y minimurn occurs at a
higher phase value for observation 7456 than for observation 4535, and still higher
for observation 8519.
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Therefore a more in-depth analysis of the orbital period and epherneris need to
be carried out by the timing analysis of these data in conjunction with previous
observations of S:MC 13. In particular, simultaneous optical and X-ray observations

are needed to clarify the relative phasing of the minima in these wavebands. High-
resolution optical spectroscopy of SMC 13 with the RSS is also planned for the
future in order to investigate the activity of the accretion disc that may be present

in the system.

7.2 XMM-Newton observations of CAL 83

The optical spectra of CAL 83 revealed strong evidence for a disc and some associ-
ated outflow. The outflow can only be readily explained in tenus of propeller driven
outflow. This could possibly imply the presence of Cl. spun-up white dwarf. There-
fore a search was carried out for periodicities on time-scales of tens to hundreds of
seconds. All the CAL 83 data in the public archives of Cluuulra and XMM-Newton
were included in this search. While no significant periodic signals on these time-
scales were found in the Chandm power spectra, the XlVIlV1-Newtondata yielded

some interesting results.

Before the results of the search for periodicity are presented, a qualitative discussion
focusing on the observations and relevant data calibration procedures are presented

briefly.

7.2.1 The X-ray Multi-Mirror Mission (XMM-Newton)

XMiV1-Newton was launched by the European Space Agency (ESA) in December
If}!)!), and to da.te it is the X-ray telescope with the largest effective area. It is in a.

48-hour, high Earth orbit, enabling uninterrupted observations of up to '" 40 hours.
The scientific payload includes three Wolter Type-I X-ray telescopes, as well as a

30 cm optieal/Uv telescope (see Fig, 7.8).

XlVIM-Ncwt.on contains six science instruments. T11('1'('arc two Reflection Grating
Speetrometers (RGS) for high-resolution spectroscopy. There are three EPIC (Euro-
pean Photon Imaging Camera) detectors for X-ray imaging and medium-resolution
spectroscopy: 1I10S1, 1v10S2 and pn. The Optical Monitor (OM) provides capa-
bility for optical and UV irnaging and grisrn spectroscopy. The available filters for
OM photometry are V, B, D, UVWl, DVr./12 and DVW2. The six instruments
can be operated at the same time, enabling simultaneous multi-wavelength obser-
vations. The basic properties of the instruments are summarized in Table 7.3. For
a detailed discussion of the instruments and different observing modes, refer to the
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Fig. 7.8: The XMM-Newtoll payload. (Adopted from http://xmm .esac .esa. inti
external/xmm_user_support/documentation/technical/Spacecraft/index.shtml.)

XNIM-Newton website", and the XMM-Newton Users Handbook (ESA, 2011).

7.2.2 Observations

The five XlVIM-Newton data sets in which the periodic signals were found are sum-
marized in Table 7.4.

7.2.3 Data calibration

Initial reductions and extraction

All the data from the different science instruments for each observation were cal-
ibrated by following standard data reduction procedures with the X:MM-Newton
SAS (Science Analysis System) software, Version 11.0 (see the Users Guide (XMM-
Newton Science Operations Centre Team, 2011) for a detailed discussion). The
arrival times in the calibrated event files were corrected to the solar system barycen-
tre (in the TDB system) by using the SAS task barycen. Because we will primarily
report on the results of the EPIC pn data, the extraction procedures used for the

6http://xmm.esac.esa.int/

17:3

http://6http://xmm.esac.esa.int/
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Instrument EPIC MOS EPIC pn RGS OM
Bandpass 0.15-12 keY 0.15-12 keN U.:35-2.5 keV a 180-600 nm

Target visibility 5-135 ks 5-135 ks 5-135 ks 5-145 ks
Sensi tivi ty ~ 10-14 b ~ 10-14 il ~ 8 X 10-5 c 20.7 lllag
Field of view 3U' :3(}' ~ 5' 17'
PSF (FWHIVI/HEW) 5" /14" 6" /15" N/A 1.4 - 2.0"
Pixel size 40 uu: (LI") 150 P,I!1 (4.1") 81 11Ill (0.009 A) 0.476513"
Timing resolution 1.75 lllS 0.03 rus 0.6 s 0.5 s
Spectral resolution ~ 70 eV ~ 80 eV 0.04/0.025 A :350 ti

Table 7.3: XMM-Newtoll instrumentation summary, (Adopted from the XlVIM-Newton
Users Handhook (ESA, 2011, p. 8, Table 1).)
"For grating order -l.
bIn erg S-I crn-2.
"O VII 0.57 keV line flux in photons C111-2 8-1.

dWith UV and optical grism.

other detectors will not be described here.

For each EPIC pn exposure, a circular source region with a radius of 40", centred
at the source position: was defined. A rectangular background region with twice
the area. of the source region WHS defined ou the saiuo chip: but af; far as possible
from the source region. By using these regions; two filtered event files were created
for each exposure: one containing only events from the source region and another
containing only events from the background region. The energy range mied in both
cases is 0.15 - 2.5 keV.

7.2.4 Timing analysis

Procedure

The Xronos task powspec was used to create a power spectrum from each of the
5 corrected datasets. The presence of a periodic signal just below 0.015 Hz (corre-
sponding to rv 67 s) is evident, especially in observation 0506531501 (see Fig. 7.9).
A light curve binning of 20 s was used during the creation of these power spectra.
Smaller and larger bin sizes were also tested and yielded the same peak at rv 67 s.

The task efsearch was consequently used to search for tho best-fitting period around
67 s in each data set. A light curve binning of 16.75 s was used, but, once again,
testing different bin sizes did not change the results, A period of 67 s was used
as a starting point and a range of periods to either side were tested (50 intrinsic
fourier resolution elements to each side). As soon as the position of the strongest
peak in each efsearch periodegram was obtained, its position was refined obtained
by decreasing the increment between the consecutive test periods to 0.0001 s.



Obs ID Instruments Start date Exposure PI"
and exposures and time (UT) time (ks)

0123510101 EPN EFF(:3), NIOS1 FF(:3), 2000/04/2:3 45.021 F. Jansen
MOS2 FF'(:3), RGS1 SES(1), 07:34:01

RGS2 SES(l)
0500860301 EPN SW(1), iVIOS1 SW2(1), 2007/07/06 10.920 T. Lanz

MOS2 SW2(1), RGS1 SES(1), 2:3::31:52
RGS2 SES(1), OM U(3)

0500860601 EPN SW(1), MOS1 SW2(1), 2007/11/2il 23.173 T. Lanz
MOS2 SW2(1), RGS1 SES(1), 21:10:14

RGS2 SES(1), ONI U(5)
05065:31501 EPN SW(1), NIOS1 SW2(1), 2008/08/12 6.918 R.. Schwarz

MOS2 SW2(1), RGS1 SES(1), 14:50:27
RGS2 SES(l), OM B(1),

OM UVW1(1), ONI UVM2(1),
OÏl/I UVW2(1)

0506531701 EPN SW(1), MOS1 SW2(1), 2009/05/30 46.115 R.. Schwarz
MOS2 SW2(1), RGS1 SES(1), 08:00:48
RGS2 SES(l), OM UVW1(1),
OM UVM2(6), 0]\11 UVW2(3)

Table 7.4: XMM-Newton observations of CAL 83. EPN denotes EPIC pil. The
different data. modes are FF=Fllll Frame, EFF=Ext.enc]ed FF, SW=Small Window,
SES=Spectroscopy. The OM filters that were used are also indicated. The numbers in
brackets indicate the number of exposures.
"Principal Investigator,

A similar analysis was performed on the events in the background regions. The
EPIC pn chip in Small Window mode provides a very small exposed detector area.
Although we defined the background region as far away from the source region as pos-
sible, we expected that the "contamination" of the background region by marginal
amounts of source counts from CAL 83 can not be excluded, and that there is a pos-
sibility that this might show up as a weak periodic signal in the background. The
weak feature in the background power spectrum of observation 0500860601 may be
ascribed to such an effect. However. no power peaks that are statistically significant
are present at '" 67 s in the background power spectra (see Fig. 7.10).

In addition to analysing the defined background regions, we also investigated pos-
sible contamination by counts from other sources by performing timing analysis on
all the detected o.ffSO"/LTCe photons in the EPIC pu, MOS1 and MOS2 event files.
No 67 s periodicity were founel in the off-source counts of any of the observations.

We especially considered contamination from the accreting pulsar XMMU .J054134.7-
682550, which is situated", 41 away from CAL 83. Although its position is outside
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of the small sky region covered by the EPIC pu chip in Small Window mode, its
position is included in the MOSl and MOS2 detector windows. Manousalcis et al.
(2009) found pulsed emission from this source at a period of", 61 s in XMM-Newton
observations 0500860301, 0500860401, 0500860501 and 0500860601, during which
the source was observed in outburst. These authors also report that the detected
spin period of XlVIiVIUJ054134.7-682550 decreased with 1.54 s during+- 50 days as
a result of spin-up effects. By careful investigation we have excluded the possibility
that the >- 67 s modulation arises from contamination by XNIMU J054134.7-682550

photons, because

• the power spectra of this pulsar calculated from the observations under con-

sideration do not exhibit a peak corresponding to '" 67 s, and

o the r-- 61 s period (which is decreasing due to spin-up effects) reported for the
pulsar is removed from the >- 67 s peaks in our data by a substantial amount

of resolution elements in all cases.

Frank Haberl (personal communication) and the XMM-Newton Science Operations
Centre Team were also contacted to inquire whether such a power peak may arise
from instrumental effects, and this does not seem to' be the case. vVe therefore

conclude that the periodic signal originates from CAL 83.

Results

The periodic signal was detected in the EPIC pn exposures of all 5 of the obser-
vations listed in Table 7.4. The power spectra of the lVIOS exposures of obser-
vations 0123510101, 0506531501 and 0506531701 exhibit a very weak feature near
'" 0.015 Hz. The periodicity was not detected in the power spectra of the RGS and

the OM.

The EPIC pn power spectra for the CAL 83 source region are presented in Fig. 7.9.
The corresponding power spectra for the background regions are shown in Fig. 7.10.
The results of the period searches with efsearch for each separate data set are
shown in the periodograms in Fig. 7.11. The period with the highest chi-squared
value is also indicated on the periodograms. A periodic signal between 65.1832 s

and 67.6720 S was found in all the data sets.

These periods and the corresponding error ranges, as determined by the total length
of each data set, are summarized in Table 7.5. By considering the source power
spectra in Fig. 7.9, a rough estimation of the Ier noise level yields a power ofr- 8.
The statistical significance of the strongest peak in each power spectrum expressed
in terms of the estimated er-value is also presented in Table 7.5.



Fig. 7.9: CAL 83 power spectra from 5 XMM-Newton EPIC pn data sets, created with
powspec. Energy range: 0.15 - 2.5 keY.
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Fig. 7.10: Background power spectra. of the 5 XMM-Newton EPIC pn data sets, created
with powspec. Energy range: 0.1.5 - 2.5 keV.
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Fig. 7.11: Results of efsearch period search in XMlvl-Newton EPIC pn data sets of CAL 83.
For each data. set, 50 fourier resolution elements to either siele of 67 s were testeel. Energy
range: 0.15 - 2.5 keV.
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Observation Best-fitting period (s) Significance of power peak"
0123510101 pn
0500860301 pn
0500860601 pu
05065:31501 pIl
0506531701 pn
Average period

66.5958 ± 0.0564
67.4660 ± 0.2140
67.6720 ± 0.1120
66.9015 ± 0.:.3460
65.1832 ± O.OL191

66.7637

3a
2a
4IT

9a

Table 7.5: Best-fitting periods derived from CAL 8:3periodograms.
"Strongest peak in power spectra in Fig. 7.9.

Discussion

One may expect that a periodicity in the X-ray emission should be reflected in the
power spectra of all 5 of the X-ray detectors, as they are essentially observing the
same source at the same time in the same waveband. However, at low energies,
the effective area of the EPIC pn detector is significantly higher than that of the
EPIC MOS detectors. Also, the EPIC detectors have a much higher sensitivity than
the RGS. Therefore the signal-to-noise ratio (SjN) of our EPIC pn light curves is a
factor of rv 7 higher than the SjN of the EPIC MOS light curves, and a factor of
rv 23 higher than the SjN of the RGS light curves.

A period search on time-scales of '" 1 min requires small binning intervals, and the
light curves and power spectra of EPIC 1\IIOSand RGS are extremely noisy com-
pared to those of EPIC pn. As an example, the MOS1 and RGS power spectra for
observation 0506531701 are shown in Fig. 7.12, with MOS1 exhibiting a weak power
peak at '" 0.015 Hz: with no significant peak detected with the RGS. Therefore,
we ascribe the non-detection of the periodicity in the RGS data and the marginal
detection in the EPIC MOS data to these differences in sensitivity.

The strong periodic signal detected at rv 67 s can be ascribed to rotational modu-
lation in the system. The fact that the modulation at rv (i7 s is present in different
data sets spanning over about 9 years makes it improbable that it originates from
quasi-periodic oscillations, which would be short-lived. Therefore the periodicity
most probably represents the spin period of the white dwarf in CAL 83. If it rep-
resents the white dwarf spin period, one would expect the detected period to have
exactly the same value in different data sets. However: it is evident from Table 7.5
that there is a '" 2.5 s difference between the lowest and highest periods, or. put
differently. a deviation of up to '" 1.6 s from the average value.

In order to explain these differences, it must be kept in mind that, although the
arrival times have been corrected to the solar system barycentre, the orbital motion
of the white dwarf will also modulate the detected spin period. Therefore the ob-
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the RGS power spectrum is completely dominated by noise.

served spin period will altematingly be shifted to shorter and longer periods due to

the Doppler effect as the white dwarf moves towards us and away from us. This

modulating effect will now be quantified.

Modulation of the detected spin period by the binary orbital motion

From the discussion in Section 5.1, the inclination and the orbital period of CAL 83
were assumed to have the values i = 25° and POrb = 1.047568 d. In Section 6.6,
the distance from the WD to the system centre of mass was calculated to be al '"

1.5 x 1011 cm, and the ephemeris of Schmidtlee et al. (2004) corrected to the solar

system barycentre yields

To = BJD 2451500.954 ± 0.004 + 1.047568E ± 0.000003 cl .

If A represents the light travel time between the vVD primary and the centre of mass

of the system, then

A = al = 5.0 ( al ) s.
c 1.5 X 1011 cm . (7.5)

where c is the speed of light. The maximurn phase shift in the detected spin period

to either side of the true spin period (P~pin '" 67 s) is given by (e.g. Meiritjes 1990,
p. 25)

Asini ( A ) (~) (P~Pin)-l!:::"cPmax= P~pin = 0.032 5.0 s sin 25° 67 s ' (7.6)
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< = ti - A sin i cos [W(t'i - to)] (7.7)

corresponding to a shift of 2.1 s from P~pin. Therefore, if the assumed binary pa-
rameters for CAL 83 are approximately correct, the orbital motion can account for
the small differences in the detected periods in Table 7.5.

It is also possible to correct the arrival times in the original event file (with solar
barycentric corrections performed) to the barycentre of the binary system itself,
prior to the foutier analysis. If it is assumed that the binary orbit is circular, this
can be achieved by transforming each arrival time t'i to a corrected arrival time t;.
with the following formula (e.g. Meiritjes 1990, p. 25):

The parameter to is a known reference time representing the time of minimum light,

and -]
w = ~ = 6.941989 X 10-5 ( Porb ) Hz .

Porb 1.047568 d

All the arrival times in the XMM-Newton event files are expressed relative to the ref-
erence time of JD 2450814.5, corresponding to BJD 2450814.500519663 for CAL 83.

(7.8)

An appropriate value for to can therefore be determined from the eclipse time in the

orbital ephemeris:

to = (2451500.954 - 2450814.500519663)(24 x 3600) s = 59309580.7011008 s . (7.9)

However, due to the uncertainty in the time of minimum light of the orbital ephemeris,
it should be noted that the value of 1:0 calculated above is accurate to no more than

about 300 s.

Substituting the values above into Eq. (7.7) yields the following correction equation,
which could be applied to the arrival times of photons from CAL 83 recorded in the

XMM-Newton event files:

< = t'i - (2.1 s) cos [6.941989 X 10-5 (t'i - 59309580.7011008)J (7.10)

However, the accuracy of the transformation above is evidently strongly dependent
on the choice of binary parameters, as well as the accuracy of the eclipse time in the
orbital ephemeris. For this reason, the model-dependent transformation above was
not applied to the event files used to obtain the results presented in this chapter,

and is only included for completeness.
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Concluding remarks

The widths of the optical spectral lines reported in the previous chapter are in favour
of the presence of an accretion disc in the system. This supports the possibility that



the observed period might be the WD spin period, as the torques exerted by the

accretion disc on the WD are able to spin up the WD to such short periods. The

presence of a reasonably strong magnetic field coupled with the disc will enhance

the spin-up effect. Such a magnetic field could lead to the ejection of mass from the

system due to a propelling effect on material outside the corotation radius that are

attempting to acerete along the magnetic field lines. Evidence for disc winds are

indeed present in the optical spectra of CAL 83. Therefore the other observational

evidence supports the possibility of the "-' 67 s period being the spin period of the

white dwarf in CAL 83.
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Chapter 8

Conclusion

The discovery of binary systems associated with white dwarfs accreting mass from
secondary stars at rates sufficient to drive nuclear burning and associated soft X-ray
emission, provides an interesting snapshot of binary and stellar evolution. To investi-
gate this aspect, a sample of supersoft sources have been identified for spectroscopic
and X-ray studies, especially focusing on the identification of possible accretion disc
signatures and mass outflows that are associated with the various phases of binary
and stellar evolution. These aims necessitated a theoretical study of the properties
of accreting binary systems and the technique of optical spectroscopy as a diagnostic
tool to constrain the location and kinematics of the line-emitting plasma.

The observational component of the study included searching for accretion disc and
mass outflow signatures in the newly obtained optical spectra. Since the presence
and nature of accretion and mass outflow are strongly dependent on the basic pa-
rameters of a binary system, the constraining of the binary dimensions, including
the region where the formation of an accretion disc can be expected, was a very
important consideration. In turn, the binary dimensions depend on the component
masses and orbital period, which were investigated by means of archived X-ray data
for one of our targets. A search for temporal variations in archived X-ray data also
yielded a short time-scale variability in one of our other targets that may support
the evolutionary scenario proposed above.

The optical spectre. of the Large Magelianic Cloud close binary supersoft source
CAL 83 exhibit Balmer and He II emission lines that are broadened to a much
greater extent than what can be accounted for by "ordinary" broadening mech-
anisms like temperature and pressure broadening. Translating these velocities to
Keplerian velocities in the system yielded approximate Keplerian radii that are well
within the Roche lobe of the white dwarf and are consistent with emission from an
extended accretion disc. Evidence for il wind or Cl collimated outflow with a large
opening angle is present in the extended wing of the He II '\4686 line that has also
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been observed in previous studies. The radial velocity shifts of the line centroids
indicate that the line-emitting regions are associated with the primary white dwarf
and follow its orbital motion, rather than being associated with regions close to the

secondary star.

During a systematic search for short orbital periods in the Cluuulra and XMiVI-
Newton archived data for CAL 83, a periodic modulation of P ,..._,67 s was found in
five Xlvllvl-Newton data sets recorded at different epochs during 2000,2007, 2008 and
2009. A tentative interpretation of the periodicity as the spin period of a spun-up
white dwarf fits in remarkably well with the source properties inferred from optical

observations.

The inferred presence of an accretion disc in the system provides the possibility of
the white dwarf being spun-up by accretion disc torques during the accretion pro-
cess. If the white dwarf is magnetized, coupling of the magnetic field with the disc
increases the effectivity of the spin-up process notably. Additionally, the presence
of a magnetic field could explain the detected mass ejection in terms of a propeller
process as accreting material outside the corotation radius attempts to acerete along
the field lines. The low ratio of Balmer to CNO emission reported in the literature
indicates that the secondary may already have lost a significant part of its envelope,
indicating that mass transfer has been taking place for a relatively long time, during
which the WD could have been spun-up to a short spin period.

This places CAL 83 on a similar evolutionary track as the nova-like variable system
AE Aqr, where the short >- 33 s spin period is also associated with a period of en-
hanced mass accretion at rates comparable to the Eddington limit, with associated
spin-up via accretion disc torques. However, if the mass estimate of ,..._,1.3NJ0 for
the WD in CAL 83 is correct, it is also quite possible that it will be driven over the
Chandrasekhar limit before the system becomes a cataclysmic variable, and explode

in a Type la supernova.

There are several aspects of CAL 83 that require further investigation. Optical spec-
tra at several epochs during the orbital period are essential in order to monitor the
changing structure of especially the He II A4686 and also the H,B emission. If the
,..._,67 s periodicity represents a spin period, its presence in only some observations
remains a puzzle. Could it be explained by the obscuration of the pulsed emission
at certain times during the transient cycles of CAL 83'1 Archived observations of
CAL 83 in other X-ray archives, as well as new X-ray observations, should be uti-
lized to seek confirmation of the observed period. If CAL 83 possesses a. reasonable
magnetic field, as postulated above, possible non-thermal radio emission also makes
it a promising candidate for radio studies with sensitive instruments like MeerKAT
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and the SKA.

The single hot core of the planetary nebula N67 in the SMC is also CL well-known
supersoft source. Optical spectroscopy of this source reveals strong nebular emission
of Ho and two [N II] lines in the red waveband. The widths of these lines are con-
sielerably narrower than the wide emission lines with extended wings that are often
observed in aceroting binary systems. The nebular expansion velocities derived from
these lines are comparable to the known expansion velocity of 27.9 km S-I, thereby
continuing the slow outward How of mass hom thC' hot white dwarf

The galactic symbiotic nova RR Tel was included in this study due to the fasci-
nating mechanism by which Raman-scattered 0 VI lines in its spectrum provide
evidence of an accretion disc in the system. Scattering of the 1032 A component of
the 0 VI doublet to a wavelength of rv 6828 A by scatterers close to the red giant
companion provides us with an i "" 90° perspective of the accretion disc at all times,
as the observer is essentially observing the accretion disc from the perspective of
the secondary star. Our observations confirmed the presence of the double-peaked
Raman-scattered 0 VI line at rv 6828 A, and this strengthens the notion of the pres-
ence of an accretion disc in RR Tel. The Keplerian radius derived from the velocity
width of the line is consistent with emission from an accretion disc around the white
dwarf. The nebular lines of RR Tel exhibit a much narrower profile that is compat-
ible with the known velocity of the expanding nebular region, i.e. rv 30 km S-1.

In future spectroscopic observations of this source, the spectral coverage will be ex-
tended to "" 7088 Á to include the Raman-scattered emission of the 1038 A compo-
nent of the 0 VI doublet, which is also known to exhibit a double-peaked structure.
The polarization effects associated with the Raman scattering should also be inves-
tigated with the RSS.

The peculiar supersoft source SlVIC 13 in the Small Magelianic Cloud may consist
of a white dwarf with a mass of>- 0.6Af.., with a lower-mass secondary ("" 0.4111(.,).

The blackbody fits that were performed on Cluituira data of this source seem to
indicate a white dwarf mass even lower than rv 0.61110: but as blackbody fits to
SSS spectra tend to overestimate the luminosity and therefore to underestimate the
mass: it is believed that fitting more sophisticated white dwarf atmosphere models
to the Cluuulra data will probably yield a WD mass closer to rv 0.6M0.

When deriving mass estimates from photospheric radii, it is also important to take
into consideration the contribution of the hydrogen burning shell to the total photo-
spheric radius, otherwise the WD mass will be underestimated. Obtaining a reliable
estimate of the thickness of the hydrogen burning shell will therefore be a priority
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for future analysis aud interpretation of these data.

The Chandsu light curves of SMC 13 provide clear evidence of orbital modulation in
the X-ray flux. and the shape of the softer and harder components of the supersoft
light curves agrees with the shape of the corresponding ROSAT light curves. The
shape of the observed modulation may indicate that the vVD has a strong magnetic
field. This would make it another excellent candidate for studies with MeerKAT
and SKA to search for possible non-thermal radio emission. The small orbital pe-
riod and system mass imply a small binary separation, therefore the upper limit for
the possible extent of an accretion disc, if present, will be much smaller than for
wide systems like RR Tel. The inner border of the accretion disc will be limited by
the Alfvén radius, the size of which will depend on the possible strength of the mag-
netic field. Follow-up studies of this source will include obtaining high-resolution
optical spectra at several epochs during the orbital period of r- 4.126 h. This will
enable us to confirm whether an accretion disc is present and, if so, to determine
its geometry and extent. Simultaneous photometric and X-ray observations are also
needed to clarify the relative phasing of the minima in the optical and X-ray light
curves, and to investigate whether orbital spin evolution may be responsible for the
discrepancies in the relative phasing reported in the literature.

Although supersoft X-ray sources have been observed quite extensively since their
discovery in the 1980s, many questions related to this heterogeneous class of objects
still remain unanswered. The availability of modern telescopes with high sensitivity
and resolution like SALT, Chandra, XMM-Newton, MeerKAT and ultimately the
SKA, provide exciting possibilities in the field of SSS research. We are looking
forward to extending this initial study to more detailed modelling that will enable
a better understanding of the true nature of these fascinating multi-wavelength

sources.
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Appendix A
Physical Constants

Constant Value

Table A.1: Fundamental physical constants. (Adopted from Zombeck 1990, p. 10.)

Speed of light in vacuum
Gravitational constant
Planck's constant
Electron charge
Electron mass
Proton mass
Boltzmann constant
Stefan-Boltzmann constant
Thomson cross-section

Symbol

G

h

(J

c

e

2.998 X lOlO cm s-1
6.672 x 10-8 dyn cm2 g-2

6.626 x 10-27 erg s
4.803 x 10-10 esu

9.109 x 10-28 g

1.673 X 10-24 g
1.381 X 10-16 erg K-1

5.671 x 10-5 erg cm-2 K-4 s-1
0.665 X 10-24 cm-2

Table A.2: Solar properties. (Adopted from Zombeck 1990, p. 25.)

Solar mass
Solar radius
Solar luminosity

Symbol
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Value
1.989 x 10:33g
6.960 X 1010 cm
3.826 x 1033 erg S-l
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Table B.1: Continueel.

Atom Stage ofionization
xn XIII XIV xv XVI XVII :x:vm XIX xx

ev ev ev ev ev ev ev ev
12 Mg 1959
13 Al 2085'5 2299
14 Si 523·2 2436 2666
15 P -560':3 611·4 2815 3061
16 S 566 651 706 3220 3482
17 Cl 593 663 749 807 3654 3931
18 Ar 621 687 755 854 916 4115 4407
19 K 629 717 788 870 966 1031 4603 4910
20 Ca 655 727 820 896 990 1084 1 153 5119
21 Sc 687 758 830 930 1010 1115 1210 1282
22 Ti 291 788 864 941 1046 1 132 1245 1341
23 V 309 336 897 976 1057 1170 1260 1380
24 Cr 299 355 384 1013 1095 1 182 1301 1395
25 Mn 315 350 404 435 I 136 1222 1313 1438
26 Fe 330 355 390 457 489 1266 1354 1450
27 Co 337 380 412 444 512 547 1403 1495
28 Ni 350 385 430 455 500 530 607 1541
29 Cu 370 400 440 480 520 560 630 671
30 Zn 311 420 450 490 540 580 620 700

210



2;:3

(
4nNi) 9 2/3 9 ?/3Fo = e -3-' ~ 1.25 x 10- Hi ~ 1.25x 10-' N;; , . (C.1)

Appendix C
Stark-broadening tables

Vidal et al. (lDn) provides Stark-broadening tables for tho first four Lyman linos
and the first four Balrucr lines fur various tompcraturos and electron densities. A
selection of the Ho and HIJ tables for densities of 1013 cm-3, 1014 cm-3, 1015 cm-:3

and 1016 cm -:\ are given in this appendix. For other densities and for tables of La,
Lf), Li' and Lo, see Vidal et al. (1973).

The first line of each table gives the upper and lower state principal quantum num-
bers, as well as the rest wavelength of the transition. In the second line, the electron
density Ne is provided. It is assumed that the ion density is equal to the electron
density. For a hydrogen gas with ion density Ni, the mean electric field strength is
(e.g. Lang 1999, p.196)

The dispersion per unit field strength (in Á statvolt "! ) is defined as the quantity

(C.2)

implying
p, _ 60:
0-6>- (C.3)

and it can be seen that the second value on the second line of each table represents
Fo (as calculated from Ne).

The first column of the table gives the value of 6a, which can be converted to 6A (in
A) by multiplying by Fa. The rest of the columns provide the normalized function
S'(60:) for different temperatures, which are specfied on top of each column. In each
column. the values of the unified Stark theory calculations are provided in brackets.
and in front of the brackets the values obtained from the convolution of the unified
theory with the thermal Doppler profile for the corresponding temperature are given.

The table only provides function values for 60: ;:::0, but as the model profile is
symmetrical, the blue half of the profile (60: < 0) will be a mirror image of the red
half,
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Table C.2: Stark-broadening table for Ha, with N" = 1014 cm-3. (Adopted from Vidal
et al. 1973, Table 46.)
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ij tb. fbb

o (".59,+
o (l.OJD
Il 11.ÓÓ'1

-1 16.410

9."05
7.551
... 681t
2.D'H
7. S..S

o 1&.909

o Ir.. ó3"
o (J.031
o 11.b50

:-1 16.2b6

1.ali!
7.181
3.1\13
1.75"
Eo. bO" -1

al
DI
(Jl
Ol

-11

Ol
DJ
Ol
UI

-11

0'
'"'

10 I) .. .1 1 17. lS 5
ó • 25ó (j 1".17 9
.3.0255 0 I Z. 912
1.595 0 11.508
6dOO -1 CS. !Ill

1 17.10a
o
ij

o

'lo !HlJ 0
S.506 0
3.01 <J 0
1... Eil U
5.66" -t

17.b35 1)1
CIt.852 Ol
lê.d9Z OJ
11.1t1b Ol
IS.51t .. -Il

1.585 -2
2.S12 -2
3.981 -2
ó.ltD -z
1.000 -1

a I
OJ
Ol
Ol

-1)

II<.ó'l3
Il.OH
( 1.58 J
( (>.008

::r:
R

tv
f--'~ ~.

e+
::7 -1 11.'127

-2 15.68'.
-2 11.1b3
- 3 (5. ó 75
-J 11.875

-IJ
-21
-21
-31
- 3J

2.1025
b.176
1.614
5.737
1.1163

2.148 -1 (1.937
b.O·H -2 (5.6&8
1.87t; -a 11.850
b.Ob5 -3 [&.633
?Oll; -3 (2.012

-ll
-2)
-21
-Jl
-.U

e , a 3b - 1 (1.9"6
&.U,5 -2 1&.052
1 • 9'ib - Z jJ. 'I" 3
6.,.36 -3 1&.419
Z.lSd -3 i2.1Só

-l)
- <:1
-21
-31-3'

1.975 -1 H.932
&.272 -<I ' ... 219
2. D39 -2 (2.012
&oIIDl -3 (6.79"
2.291 ~J (2.290

-1.)
-2 )
-2 )
-Jl
-li

11.499 -lI
Cf.o.J1"-21
C2.~O" -2'
17.104 -Jl
• 2 ... 09 -31

1.':>85 -1
2.512 -1
.J.981 -1
&.310 -1
1. 6Q 0 0

1. ':11':1 - L
ó.33'1 -2
z. ree -2
7. 109 -]
Z.409 -s

~<
I-'
Cl 6.281 -~ 16.271 -<oJ

2.1Z" -4 (Z.t23 -<0,
7.201 -~ IT.205 -51
2.432 -5 [2.431 -51
6.09S -6 (6.0~5 -I>I

&.767 -4 16.7&2 -'oJ
2.Z90 -,. (2.289 -"I
T.71lt -5 [7.713 -51
2.56& -5 12.5&5 -5'
6.379 -b (8.319 -bl

7.2S1 -.. 17.248 .~)
2.1038 -~ (2.438 -4'
8.10~ -5 18.108 -~I
2.D~9 -5 12.&49 -51
8.~9'1 -& 18,"98 -61

7.óao -4 17.&79 -It,
2.57" -4 12.554 -lo'
8.l£>3 -5 18.ló2 -51
2.&118 -5 IZ.&88 -51
8.5119 -6 18.50':1 -61

6.01(0 -4 18.U1.J -"I
2.£>32 -It (2.&32 -41
d... 9Z - 5 18. "'H -SI
2.&96 -5 12.D9& -51
~.lt70 -(> (8."'0 -ó)

1.,85 0
Z.51Z I)
3.961 ij

6. Jl 0 a
,1.0001

'"
6
I
cc

2.& ..6 -lo C2.b ..6 -61
6,"69 -7 [8.48Q -71
2.D85 -1 (2.68S -7J
8.~21 -8 '6.~27 -81
l.b3e -6 (2.bJa -al

2.&81 -b (2.687 -bl
3.1030 -1 13 ...30 -71
2.&H -1 (l.ÓH -71
8.269 -Il 18.2&9 -B'
2.59' -5 (2.591 -81

2.&8b -b l2.b8b -ál
a.It~2-7 (8.~~2 -71
2.&b" -1 (2.664 -71
8.3~1 -6 l6.51ol -6)
Z.Dl~ -Il (2.bl~ -61

2.&70 -b 12.670 -bl
8.358 -7 18.J58 -1'
2.blij -] 12.&18 -11
8.216 -8 (6.Z16 -81
2.58á -8 12.S8£> -81

;J::-
o,
o
"droc,

2. hSl -£> 12. (oSl -f,I
6.298 ~7 IH.291l -7)
l.bO.s -1 12.lÓn-7I
6. US -8 (11.165 -Ill

t, .S8s 1
Z.,12 1
3.98 L 1
D.JL 0 1
1.1l~0 2

::r-

~
8.2b9 -<) 18.2b'l -91
i!.S97 -9 12.597 '-9)
8.172-1U 18.172-101
2.575-10 12.575-10)
6.12b-L1 16.12b-ll1

a.lLD -9 (6.210 -~,
2.SS4 -<) (2.581t -91
8.14)-10 (8.1"3-1D)

6.171 -9 18.171 -'3)
2.'" -9 C~.57~ -91

1.585 2
2.512 2
.3.981 2
&.110 Z
1.000 3

<
c,
~



~~
~ro N UPPER = oS N LOIlEit = Z ~A~élENGrH ; óSól.Sl ANGSTII.OH
:So
c.v~ ELECTRON DENSITY = 1.aaO.016 CH··C-31 DLA"80A/DALPHA = 5. $IlZiI+ Il 01 A~1HPlor£ = 1.l8gJ~DOJ·DALPHA··(-5/21
1-3 ..
~ (f)
.::J c-t- 2500 I( ~~DD K 1GOO Q K 2000~ I( 40000 K_ a:>

('D t!.. ~LPH_
(Jt r;'
~~
--0

li 2. &00 1 t2.o95 lt ;:."'11 1 12.6S5 11 <'.HS 1. « 2.12'1 1) 2.2 ..7 1 C2.8'15 U z , DU 1 CJ.l6~a:> 11p_. 1.UOO -3 Z. sn 1 (2.&58 lt 2.4,4 l 42.617 1) 2.31>5 1 12.1'>8.3 11 2.233 1 12.U'" U 2. au 1 (l. 0 75 112.
::ï t.us -05 <.529 1 1.2.&06 li 2.1018 l 12.5&3 11 Z.ns 1 (2.H8 11 2.211 1 C2.7107 'H 2.01 lt 1 12.947 1)
(Iq 2.512 -l 2 ...31 I 12. "lU, i) Z .J3J 1 IZ.IoH 1.1 2.21)10 1 12.472 11 2.158 t 12.551 1) 1..~8't 1 (2.6711 lj
c+ 3.981 -3 2.21& 1 12.234 11 2.1 ..., 1 1Z.U 2 11 Z.101 1 (l.l81 11 2.031 1 C2.200 1) 1.691t t (z.zu 1)~er b.310 -3 1. 626 1 11.IHZ 1) 1.168 1 11.159 11 1.77& tlt.nJ 11 1.765 1 1l.68J 1) 1.111 1 11.620 11ro 1.00e -2 1. .310 1 11.269 11 1.268 1 11.21t!> 1) 1.Z67 1 11. ZO 1 11 1.317 1 11.1 SO lt 1. l!oT 1 11.069 11
0-..., 1.585 -é' 6. Jf>6 II (a.UI Ol 11.22 .. 0 111.033 lil d.125 II (7.1'011 Ol 6.2'+Z II (1. It"Z Ol 8 .!lOD II l7.lTO DI
~ 2.5L2 -2 5.051 o 15.0H DI S.85'o U C5.007 III s .006 I) 1".913 Ol It.9'11 II (It.lIG,} 0) s .115 a 14.707 VI

tV P 3.9111 -2 2.62/3 0 12.1123 II 2.957 li IZ.git 7 Ol .J.()Zd II ('J.Oll a I 3./H2 II Il.D"U DJ 3.11f> II l3.0 ..'! Ol
>--' ~ ó.JtO -2 1.353 li 11.551 DI 1.~f>3 a U.1;5~ Ol 1.5106 il 11.5~1 Ol 1.620 0 U.b07 U 1. b81 II ( 1. I>51 I))
C!l 1.D1l0 -t S.Io!iá-1 (5...51 -11 S.8~5 -1 (5.8Jb -il b.llol -1. (b.UI> -11 £'.38'i -1 1f•• lH -11 El. 'if. 7 -1 (1).455 -11;:;:~

~ 1.!'i8S -1 1. 95':l•1 (1dH -11 2.038 -1 (2.0J& -11 2 .0 s Il -1 r z , 0">b - 11 2.081 -1 Il.072 -u 2.0b8 ·1 12.!"''' -11

'" 2.512 -1 ó.!lJ3-2 16.3J3 -2) &.qllg -Z H>o9H -li &.812 -2 (b.80a -21 b.59(, -2 (1;.586 -21 ...345 -l (&•.3Z<' -21
s , qat -1 Z.32'> -z 12.325 -ZI 2.J13 -2 (Z.J1J -21 2.21t..-2 (2.24J -21 2.1'00 -2 (2.1H -21 2.02l -z 12.020 -21
D,310 -.1 7.6,3 -3 17.a53 -jl 1.757 -3 17.1'j7 -;u 7.5Q1 -3 17.500 -31 1.115 -3 (7.111t -Jl b.b67 -3 Ib.br.l -31

>-' 1. 000 il 2.63.6 -3 12.03& -3l 2.5'11l -3 1 11:. 5'1D -31 2.50" -.J (Z. SO" - JJ 2.36& -a 12.J85 -.H Z. lJ" - 3 12. Z 3~ -3)0~
0>

1.5.5 8.1028 -I, 8.i!~1 -It (a.Z~l -'"~ 7.lt92 -loc: 0 !I.51E> -4 11I.51b -It I C8.IoZ!! -lol 7.92/3 -lo 17.928 -41 17.1092 -lol.... 2.512 D Z.706 -lo tl.7g!! -~J 2.1DO -It (Z.lOG -4' 2.bl] -lo (Z.613 -It, 2.612 -lo 12.6i2 -lol 2.5Uo; -It 12. S05 -lo''"I .J.9111 Il 6.515 -5 (6.515 -,1 1l.53;! -5 !8.532 -51 8.530 -5 11.531) ~5) 8.458 -5 la.4511 -51 a.lS9 -5 1~.259 -51
cc D. 31 0 0 2.663 -5 C2.óbJ -51 2.67~ -5 12.6110 -51 2,68S -5 IZ.688 -51 2.&94 -, (Z.69" -5) 2.&71, -5 C2.b14 -51

~ 1.000 1 6.J~8 -6 16.J28 -61 8.J63 -6 .a.J&J -6) 8.419 -6 18.lt19 '6) II. ..so -b (11.1080 -b) 5.5l1 -£I 18.511 -bl
;:»
P- 1.~85 t 2.bl'3 -(> 12.619 -ó I 2.&34 -6 12.634 -6) 2.656 -6 12.65á -6' 2.á79 -b 12.679 -b'0
'd 2.512 1 &.219 -7 15.219 -7) 6.25& -1 1&.256 -7) 6.314 -7 (5.314 -7) 8.J'I0 -7 (80396 -71
e+ 3.9&1 1 2.5910 -7 12.5910 -1) Z.!>Ql -1 12.(1)1 ·/1 ".á2 7 - 'f 12.&21 -71'"P- &.31.0 1 6.194 -8 1~.194 -8) 8.2J9 -8 (8.Z3Q -li
~ 1.00V Z ,.51111 -8 (l.Sao -tU 2.590 -!j 1Z. 590 -6)
0
8 1.5115 Z 11.151 -9 18.151 -~,
:;:;
P-
a:>.....



o 1-1
rt !l'
~ c":m
:Snw·• t./1

~UJ~d~~
CD ~
(}1 "';'(,Qv
-':_'Ó

~
c,
o
ê·oq

tV
>-'c»

N uPPER = ~ ~ LOWER = Z
ELECTRON DENSITY: 1.000.013 CK··(-JI DU''''BDA/IlAlPHA

ALPHA

o
3.9s1 - ..
b,310 -If
1.000 -3

C""'"~
So
0-....,

1.5ar; -J
2.512 -J
3.981 -3
&.310 -J
1.000 -2

2.531
l!.531
2.5J1
2.531

<lo SH
2.531
2.531
2.529
2.5Z&

2.'517
Z.109&
2 ..... 3
2.31"
Z. au
1..... 8
b.Io99
1.256
2.15&
&.211

2500 ~ 5000 K

o Cl. Jilt
o U.JI9
o 11.32&
D (l.JIt"

Dil. J ....
o C1.508
o (1.115
o 12.355
o (3.1,.61

o (,.G4s UI
o (&.226 0>
o 15.651 Ol
u CJ.563 DI
o (1.596 D)

o (5.'t&7 -1)
-1 11.699 ol)

-1 15.JIt' -2)
-2 '1.742 ·2)
-3 I~. 793 -J)

1.q~5 -s (1.943 -Jl
b. biS -It Cb. 51t& -It)
Z.lOl -It (2.192 -'tt
r.235 -5 Il.ZiD -51
2.331 -5 IZ.JH -0:;>

(."2'- -6 17.42l -(,)
l.3l3 -b 12.J33 -bl
!.J02 -7 17.JOl -7)

2.28& -1 (2.las -Il
1.169 -8 '7.169 -ill

2.2"" -8 (2.251t -lH
7.1.01 -'il 17.101 -91
2.2"0 -9 C2.2"0 -9)
7.070-10 (1.HO-10t

Ol
Ol
0)
al

1.937
1.931
1.937
1.\131

o (1. DH
Q 11.02&
o U.Dll
o U.OS3

o Cl.1DO
o 0.214
o Cl. "77
o 12.0S2
U 13.166

o 14.801
a (&.ll6
o IS.lH
o .3.&~1
Q (1. &SZ

0(5.535
-1 l1.bb3
-1 {5.U9
-2 tl.6" ..
-J (5.lo1b

-1)
-11
-2 j
-21
-,sI

5.IIIIZ"-00l

NAVELENGTH. 4861.IJ ANGSTROH

Q I
Ol
0)

0)

1.....1
1.441
1..... 1
1.""1

"DODO K

1.057
1.051
1.1157
1.051

1.057
1.IlSl
1.051·
1.1l56
1.05&

(lI
0)
Ol
Ol
al

l,IISt,
1.OS..
1.051
1.0'+1
1.019

20U00 K

Il 1&.180 -Il
o (b.2]4 -U
o U-'.315 -U
Il (6.511t -I'
o (b_9'J7 -u
o (i.lItO -1)

o (1.079 Ol
ij Il. &bS Ol
u {Z.81.1t UI

o (4.SU
o (6.022
o (5.895
o 13.SC,Z
o (1.726

9.b52 -1 15.5al
6."22 -1 0.'5'75
5.987 -1 (1t.1&6
2.5&8 -1 (1.49>
3.462 -2 (C,.BZT

UOOI) j(

AS''''PtOT£ ~ 3.52&1-0DJDOALPHAo.C-5/21

-1)
-11
'Zl
-21
-jl

2.l0U -3 (1.572 -31
5.7,7 -It (5.267 -'tl
l·643 -4 (1.163 -~I
6.1"1 -5 (6.0b$ -51
Z.ij&7 -5 (2.05& -51

b.915 -b 1&.901 -bl
2.ldO -b (2.27~ -bl
7.374 -7 C7.J7Z -II
2.345 -7 (2.345 -7>
7.175 -S '7.375 -BI

2.309 -8 cc • .sa9 -SI
1.229 -9 (7.229 -91
2.2&6 -9 (2.2b6 -~I
7.13D-1U (7.130-101
2.2~b-10 (2.2~b-10'
7.083-11 1'.08l-111
2.236-11 IZ.lS&-ll)
1.0&l-12 11.0b3-121

1.&17 -1 (~.775 -11
1.b17 -1 (1t.631 -1)
1.617 -1 (1t.911t-11
1.b17 -1 IS.118 -11

1.blT -1 10;;.&06-11
7.&11 -1 Ib.1&2 -11
7.617 -1 (9 ..... 1 -U
7.&1& -1 IL.SItZ DI
7.b1-5 ·1 12.715 (lI

Ol
0)
DI
Ol
a)

1. b13 - 1 (" ... 54
1.b08 -1 t5.995
1.59" -1 15.910
7.5b1 -1 13.889
7•• r 7 -1 (1.1"a

1)1
Ol
Ol
Ol
Ol

1.585 -2
2.512 -2
1.981 -2
b. 310 -2
1.000 -1

0::;
Q

~.
e-r 1.51l5 -l

2.512 -1
l.9111 -I
1>.310 -1
1.000 D

al
Ol
Ol
Ol
Ol

1.937
1.937
1.937
1.936
1.g35

1.912 -3 (~.al1 -jl
&.250 -It 1&.123 -41
2.087 -.. 12.070 -It 1
&.959 -5 (b.9~b -51
2.21l8 -5 (2.285 -51

Ol
0'Ol
Ol
Ol

1 1
1 l
1.""1
1.....1
1.<tltu

o (7."''+9 -li
G (6.001 - 11
ij 19.080 -11
o ta.275 -li

o 18.7S1 -1)

o (9.86& -1)
o (1.251 0)
o (1. 8J0 D)
lj 12.956 0)

o (4.&J2
o (6.060
o (5.782
o (J. 77 1
o (1.695

Q 15.57~
-1 (1.&28
-1 (".'lJ9
-1 '1.5[,9
-J I,.1Z0

·11
- 1)
-21
- ZI
-31

1. Z70 -1 1,.5 8l
6.776 -1 11.5&"
S.&8D -1 IIt.óZ1
3.&50 -1 (1.C,3C,
1.ll7 -1 (".581

-lJ
-11
-21
-21
-li

<:
"
II
I-'
o~
cc

c:
8

1.5115 0
2.'Hz ij
a, ~8 1 0
b.310 0
1.000 1

1.931
1.922
1.8'l9
1.8"'?
1.707

1."10
6.81)2
2.8H
J.C,19
&.3102

7.389 -b (7.3&5 -61
2.3"& -6 (2.3Iob -&1
7.373 -7 (7.372 -71
2.307 -7 tl.JOI -II
7.2210 -3 17.22" -dl

2.2&b -8 (2.2&& -81
1.L28 -9 11.128 -91
2.2~5 -9 IZ.ZC,' -91
7.DH1-1D 17.001-101
2.23&-10 C2.236-101

0)
Ol
Ol
Ol
Ol

1.1t39
1.,+35
1 ... 210
1.1002
1.J ..&

1.8~9 -3 Il.bS5 -31
~.il5 -~ 15.&S3 -~l
1.~60 -~ (1.929 -~,
b.S75 -5 (&.5l~ -51
l.19b -5 (Z.190 -~I

9.370 -l {L.4TS -31
b.082 -4 'It.ega -~I
l.rbs -~ 11.&4& -4'
,.128 -s (5.581 -SI
1.916 -5 Il.899 -~I

&.473 -b (&.~'" -bl
2.111 -b (2.1bS -bl
7.17b -7 Il.tll -71
2.3l7 -7 (2.32& -11
7 ...1..-8 17.'-13 -~I

2.J3~ -e IZ.33'- -61
7.311 -9 ".$11 -91
2.269 -9 (2.289 -91
7.117-10 17.117-101
2.25b-10 (2.25&-101

7.l05-11 (7.1D?-11'
2.2"0-11 Il.21,.0-111
7.072-12 (7.07l-121

I

'"
~
>-
P..-
o
'V
e+op_.

[

i.585
2.512 1
J .961 1
&.310 1
1.000 2

1.565 2
2.512 2
S. 981 2
&.310 2
1.0DO J

:;;
c,c..

1.58'" 3
2. 5t 2 J
3.981 3

I. Hit
'l.l7Z
1+.9 .. 0
1.081
8.580

1.228 -6 (7.22Q -61
2.335 -6 12.3310 -61
1.417 -7 17.416 -71
2.JJ1 -7 12.331 ·71
1.Z'll -~ 17.291 -HI
l.285 -8 IZ.las ~l:Il
1.1&S -Ij (1.1bd ~91
2.25 .. -9 (.?2S .. -'tl
7.lIlD-I0 (7.100-101
Z.ZB-l0 12 • ..!J9-1 al

'f. U7~- 11 11. 010-11 )
l.2JJ-l1 Il.233-111



CD 1-3
e+ PJ
~ cr~ro
I-'

<DC)
--.J.
~~
t?cn- "....;=...~
cu ::::..,.-.e&
-':'-ó

?-ï
P-
CD
2.~
(Jq

l-.J
I-'
---l

ELECTRON DENSnl'

ALPHA

o
1>.310 -It
1.11110 -3

c-t-
;:>:>
Clro
0-....,

1.585 -3
2.512 -3
3.9&1 -3
6.310 -J
1.I)DO -2

c. ... 75
It. "15
... Io15

4.107b
't.4t1b
... ltlS
1t.IoSl
... 1069

1t.502
't.1o'i7
1t.316
3 ... 61
1.6108

N UPPER ~ It N LO~ER = 2
1.UOOU11t CM··(-31 OLAMSOA/DALPHA

2'500 K 5000 I(

o 12.048 Ol
II t2.058. a)
II 12.Q7l Ol

D il.UD Ol
II t2.Z01 C)
"(Z.It1& D)
lj IZ.38b lil
o 13.711!i Ol

a 1'>.081 Dl
a 16.00D lil
o 1"'.361 Ol
Il (3.lt07 ill
Il 11.569 OJ

& •.. Z9 -1 I~.ra'i -1)
1.91'i -1 Cl.iH!! -1)
0.257 -2 (6.13" -ZI
Z. OSlo -2 12.039 -.21
&.805 -3 (I'.765 -Jl

Z.245 -3 12.Zlt3 -31
7. JU -lo (7.31& -41
2.5511 - 4 12 • .lI5C -41
7...l3 -5 17.4J2 -51
Z.3.39 -Ii 12.JH -51

7.268 -& (1.2~7 -á)
2.281 -6 12.Z&1 -&1
7.169 -1 17.160 -7)
.2. 25.2 - r (" • .2 5 2 -rs
7.096 -8 17.096 -6)

2.2J8 -8 12.2J6 -61

".l86
4.286...za&
... ze5
lo • .lBC;
•• 263
lt.U'}
... 2 &9

1o.i:1t1
".ili7
J.956
J.l56
Z.079

1.'+6"
2.~b"
b .1.23
1.9b&
&.477

c t1.&5" UI
II (1.&104 Dl
II U.áS9 III

o H.I><j1 DJ
o '1.111& Ol
o (Z. oo~ (II
Q 12 ... 79 Ol
D (3,411" ill

g 110.791 Ol
o 15.910 Ol
Il (5 ... '(0. Ol
o IJ.5 ..r U
o h.61& DJ

-1 15.i'I'9 -1)

-1 11.1138 -u
-12 ~5.67z -li
-2 H.93f> -21
-3 t &.1011 -3)

l.149 -3 .Z.1....-Jl
7.109 -4 tl.10l -41
2.318 -lo t2.317 -~)
7.~Zb -5 .,.4l4 -Ijl
2.3 ..5 -~ IZ.3..5 -51

7.l50 -f> 1'.35~ -bl
2.2~9 -6 Il.29~ -61
7.Z0l -7 11.202 -11
2.~&1 -7 12.Z&1 ~11
7.116 -8 t7.11b -61

2.2 ..3 -8 12.2..3 -81
1.D/7 '9 ('.077 -ql

~.ó9JOtOOO

WAVELENGTH: 48b1.J3 ANGSTROM

·3.92'1
3_9211
3.'.1211

3.9211
3.~21
3.QZS
l.~Zil
".901

".677
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Appendix D
Chandra instrumentation

Focal Plane Arrays
HIlC-I:

HRC-S:

Field of view

l'vlCP Bias angle:

UV lion Shields:

Spatial resolution

Energy range:
Spectral resolution
I'vICP Quantum efficiency

On-Axis Effective Area:

Time resolution

Limiting Sensitivity

Quiescent background
in level 2 data
Intrinsic dead time

Const raints:

Csl-coatecl IvlCPpair

Csl-coat.ed MCPpairs

HllC-I:
HllC-S:

HH.C-I:
HRC-S:

Inner segment
Inner segment "1'''
Outer segment
Outer segment (LESF)

FWHlvl

HllC-I: pore size
HRC-S: pore size
HRe-I: pore spacing
HR.C-S: pore spacing
pixel size (electronic readout)

t::,.EIE

HR.C-I, @ .277 keV
H.RC-I, @ 1 ke V

point source, :~O"detection in 3 x 105 s
(power law spectrum: a = 1.4,
NH = 3 X 102U cm-2)

HRC-I
HRC-S

telemetry limit
maximurn counts/observation/nimpoint
linearity limit (on-axis point source)
HR.C-I
HRC-S

90 x 90 mm coated
(93 X 9:l mm open)
3-100 x 20 mm

,..., :lO x :jO arcmin
6 X 99 arcmin
riO

5520 Á Poly imide, 76:~ A AI

2750 A Poly imide, 307 A Al
2750 A l'olyimide, 79:~ A AI
2090 A Polv im ide, 304 A Al
2125 Á Pol~imide: 1966 A AI
,...,20f1m, '" 0.4 arcsec

lOp.m
12.5f1111
12.5f1111
15f1111
(i.429:l8f1Ul
[0.13175 aresec pixel-I]

0.08 - 10.0 keV
,...,1@lkeV
30% @ l.0 keV
10% @ 8.0 keV

13:l cm2

227 cm2

16 psec (see Section 17~1l~
9 x LO-1I'ergcm-2s-

l.7xlO-5 cts s-1 arcsee-2
6.3xlO-n cts s-1 aresec-2

50 iJS
184 cts B-1

4GOOOO cts

,..., 5cts S-1 (2 cts S-1 pore-l)
,..., 25 cts s-1 (10 cts s-1 pore-I)

Table D.l: HRC parameters. (Adopted from Chatulra Xvray Center 2011, p. 137, Ta-
ble 7.1.)
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Wavelength range 1.2 ·175 A (HRC-S)
1.2 GOA (AClS-S)
70-10000 eV (HRC-S)
200·10000 eV (ACIS-S)
0.05 A
2: 1000 (rlO-lGO A)
~ 20 x .A (a-GO A)
1.14B Á/mm
4B.BOpm/arcsecond
I-n, cm2 (with HR.C-S)
4-200 cm2 (with AClS-S)
12-26 (at 50 and 175 A) cts/o.07-A/IOO-ksec (HR.C-S after LETG/PI filtering)
«0.01 cts/pixel/lOO-ksec (ACIS-S, order sorted)
:1.37' x 101' (HRC-S)
S.3' x 50.6' (ACIS-S)
(i.43 x 6.4:1 11111 (HR.C-S)
24.0 x 24.0 P.111 (ACIS-S)
16 IJSec (HRC-S in Imaglng Mode, center segment only)
'" 10 msec (HRC-S in default mode)
2.B5 msec·-:t24 sec (AClS-S, depending on mode)

Energy range

Resolution (AA, FWHl'vl)
Resolving Power (E/ AE)

Dispersion
Plate scale
Effective area (1st order)

Background (quiescent)

Detector angular size

Pixel size

Temporal resolution

Rowland diameter
Grating material
Facet frame material
Module material
LETG grating parameters

Period
Thickness
Width
Bar Side Slope

Fine-support structure
Period
Thickness
Obscuration
Dispersion
Material

Coarse-support structure
Triangular height 2000 1.t111
Width GB IJm
Thickness < 30 11111
Obscura tien < 10%
Dispersion 2320 A/nUll
Material gold------------~~----------------------------------------------~

8637 mm (effective value)
gold
stainless steel
aluminum

0.9912W ±0.0000B7 I'm
0.474 ±O.0305 Ij111

0.516 ±0.0188 p.m
83.8 ±2.27 degrees

25.4 pill
2.511m
< 10%
29.4 A/mm
galei

Table D.2: LETG parameters. (Adopted from Chomdrti X-ray Center 2011, p. 226, Ta-
ble 9.l.)
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FI: "-'2xlO-4; BI: ",,2x 11)-:'
S:I(BI): '"'-7xUr:': SI(BI): ~1.5xlO-'1:
FI: < 2 X lO-ii
<'" 2 electrons (rms) per pixel
cv 100 kplx/sec
4 nodes per CCD
12 bits/pixel
FI: :38 ADU (""150-850 eV)
BI: 20 ADD ("-'150-220 eV)
I:3ADU
604 rv:n)S (100kbs x-t x 16)
2<J kb per sec
2,8 111.<;

:~.2 sec (full frame)
0.2 to 1O.n s
40 ueec (pel' 1'Ow)
4 x 1O-lf'ergscnc2s-1 in l(J'ls
(0.4-6.0 keY)
-!)O to -121)°C

Focal plane arrays:
l-arrny

S-,umy

CCD format
, Pixel size
Array size

On-axis effective Area
(integrat.ed over the PSF
to >!)9% encircled energy)

Quantum efficiency
(frontside illumination)

Quantum efficiency
(backside illumination)
(QEs do not include contaminant
layer transmission]

Charge transfer inefficieucyf parallel )
; Charge transfer incfficiencyfserial)

, System noise
Max readont-rate per channel
Number of parallel signal channels
Pulse-height encoding
Event threshold

Split threshold
Max internal data-rate
Output data-rate
Minimum row readout time
Nominal frame time
Allowable frame times
Frame transfer time
Point-source sensitivity

Detector operating temperature

Table D.3: ACIS parameters, (Adopted from Cluuulra X-ray Center 2011, p, 85, Table 6.1.)

4 CCDs placed to lie tangent to the focal
surface
G CCD,; in a. lineal' array tangent to the
grating Rowland circle
1(J24 hy 102"J pixels
2:1.!)8il mierons (0,4920±O.OOOI arcsec)
lei,!) hy 16,9 arcmin ACIS-I
8,:3 by 50.6 arcmin ACIS-S
l Iucm-' ([J\ 0,5 keY (FI)
GOOcm2 (@ i.s keY (FI)
40 cm2 (!:"D 8.0 keY (FI)
> 80% between :3.(l and 6. il keV
> ~30%between 0.7 and 11.0 keY
> 80% between (J.8 and 5.5 kcV
> :30% between ()A and 10.0 keY
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Fig. D.l: The effective area of the HR.l\IJ.AjHR.C-I combination and the HRlVIAjHR.C-S
combination in imaging mode. (Adopted from Cluuulra X-ray Center 2011, p. 155, Fig. 7.16.)
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Fig. D .2: The HRMA/ ACIS effective area. The dashed line is for the front-illuminated
(FI) CCD 1:3, and the solid line is for the back-illuminated (BI) CCD 8:3. (Adopted from
Chasulra X-ray Center 2011, lJ. 89, Fig. 6A.)

225
, ~ '-' I, .


